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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION is to go to 
Portugal for its 1952 annual excursion, which will take place 
from May 30 to June 15 next. Arrangements have been made 
for architect members to receive a special currency allotment 
of £50 in addition to the basic allowance of £25. p. 318 


THE ROYAL ACADEMY have announced the days for receiv- 
ing works for the Summer Exhibition. p. 318 


A CORRESPONDENT suggests in a letter that some of the 


causes of unduly high costs in building are to be found on the 
managerial side. p. 323 


MR. DONALD H. McMORRAN, F.R.I.B.A., has announced 
his award in the competition for a housing scheme sponsored 


by the City of London Corporation, and the winning design 
ts illustrated. p. 324 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL GOVERN- 
MENT, in a circular to local authorities, has informed them 
that he has had under consideration the arrangements made during 
the war under which powers were delegated to local authorities 
to requisition premises for accommodation purposes with a view 
to bringing the system to an end. p. 340 


IN THE DEBATE ON HOUSING in the House of Lords on 
Tuesday, Lord Silkin regretted the lowering of standards in 
the proposed reduction in the size of houses, but said he felt 
it was legitimate so long as it was not permanent. Lord 


















































Woolton said that the whole Cabinet was determined within 
the limits of its capactty and second only to the call of defence 
to do everything to encourage local authorities and the industry 
to meet the housing needs of the country. p. 349 


SPEAKING at Kingston-on-Thames on Wednesday, Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish, president of the L.M.B.A., said that, with 
the development of the rearmament and export drive, coupled 
with the Government’s policy of extending housing, the pattern 
of the building industry would inevitably change during the 
coming months. “‘ This is not a simple or agreeable matter,” 
he said, ‘‘ but every firm’can make a substantial contribution 
to the solution of the problem if it gives critical attention to 
the urgent matter of increasing productivity. Every device 
must be used and, in particular, improved management techniques 
and rationalised methods of organisation and supervision must 
be developed and adopted.” p. 351 


STANDARDISATION AND 


CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 


(CONTEMPORARY design, both structural and esthetic, 
material shortages, the need for economy in the cost of 
materials and their assembly, the dominance of the machine 
in manufacture and in some structural techniques—all these 
have hastened the process of standardisation, raising such 
important questions as: What degree of uniformity is per- 
missible in contemporary architecture? To what extent 
should fittings and components be standardised? Answers 
to these questions depend to some extent on the character 
of the building. Obviously, a measure of standardisation is 
more acceptable in schools than in, say, churches or concert 
halls. On the general principle, however, there is a wide 
diversity of view, ranging from hostility to any restraint on 
the imaginative freedom of the architect, to enthusiasm for 
standardisation unlimited. 
The views of the Council of the R.I.B.A. on the subject 
were recently given as follows :— 


“The Institute is not opposed to standardisation as such. 
It is not opposed to the formulation of standard designs for 
fittings and components, the form and dimensions of which 
would not dictate the design of the ultimate composition. 
Even in more important details such as windows, the design 
of which must have a considerable effect on the ultimate com- 
position, the Institute, while averse to the standardisation of 
design in general, recognises the limitations of modern manu- 
facturing requirements and will give guidance on the standard- 
isation of such details in a manner to admit of the greatest 
variety in combination, and provided always that the present 
official position is maintained, namely, that the use of British 
Standards is not obligatory.” 

That is a sound ruling in general terms, and one to be 
expected from a representative body.. While the present 
economic stringency continues, with building restricted to a 
few essential types such as housing, factories and schools, 
standardisation is more likely to increase than to stand still 
or diminish, and the profession as a whole will have to recon- 
cile itself to this trend, guide it and make the best of it. In 
some respects standardisation is not altogether a bad thing 
so long as the elements are good of their kind, as they will no 
doubt continue to be while representative architectural 
opinion is consulted and acted upon by manufacturers and the 
standardising authorities. It is reassuring to remember that 
some of the best architecture of the past has a marked uniform- 
ity of form and detail; our much-admired eighteenth- 
century streets and squares, for example, are full of repetition, 
and very pleasing the effect often is. In this connection, it 
may not be without significance that it was during the nine- 
teenth century, when the architect was free of any sort of 
esthetic discipline apart from what he cared to accept from his 
client or to impose upon himself, that architecture reached 
its lowest level. 

Good standardised elements, therefore, may well contribute 
to the strengthening and rationalisation of the contemporary 
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THE MARKET HALL, ROSS-ON-WYE. In order to ease con- 

gestion on the South Wales road it is proposed to move this building, 

attributed to Fohn Abel, a seventeenth-century King’s Carpenter, a 
few feet further down the slope on which it stands. 
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style. Nevertheless, the R.I.B.A. is right to stand out for 
the greatest measure of freedom for architectural design. 


Though we may never return to the complete freedom of 


former days, when everything down to the smallest detajl 
could be, and often was, specially designed for a particular 
building, fuller opportunities for the exercise of the archi- 
tectural imagination may well return with better times, and 
the way should be kept open for them. 

Meanwhile, if details are standardised ‘‘in a manner to 
admit of the greatest possible variety in combination,” and 
the range of choice within standards is reasonably wide, there 
may be little cause for complaint. Skilful architects have 
shown astonishing ingenuity of recent years in handling mass- 
produced elements in every type of design open to them, 
Much more could be done from the aesthetic point of view 
if greater study were given to “ elevational expression,” as 
suggested by Mr. Frederick Gibberd in his recent lecture to 
the R.I.B.A. It is encouraging to know that many architects 
are already experimenting in this on their own account 
Better still would it be if they could pool their ideas, not only 
on design in its widest sense but on the forms of common 
structural elements, several examples of which were given 
by Mr. Gibberd in his lecture. Such things may be elemen- 
tary, but it is the simple things in contemporary architecture 
which are often indifferently done. Mr. Gibberd has given 
an excellent lead in this direction and deserves support. 
In this way an intelligible modern design language might be 
built up, similar to that of the Georgian period, to the benefit 
of good building and of contemporary architectural expression, 

One final point. Many who heard or read Mr. Gibberd’s 
paper must have been struck by his remark about the scarcity 
and expense of suitable facing materials. ‘‘ There is a fortune 
waiting,” he said, “‘ for someone who can invent a light- 
weight panel with interesting colour, texture and weathering 
qualities at a reasonable price.” Are we lagging behind in 
research and inventiveness? Here is a challenge to the 
research organisations of some of our bigger firms of materials 
suppliers, or the Building Research Station. 





NOTES & NEWS 


tour of northern Portugal. 


_ tempera, black and white drawings, colour 
prints, engravings, and architectural draw- 
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A.A. ANNUAL EXCURSION 


ORTUGAL has been chosen as the 
venue of the Architectural Associa- 
tion’s 1952 annual excursion, which will 
take place from May 30 to June 15 next. 
Arrangements have been made for architect 
members to receive a special currency 
allotment of £50 in addition to the basic 
allowance of £25 ; of this sum, about £30 
will be required for hotel bills, coach fares 
and meals. Those who can say at this 
stage if they would like to partake in the 
excursion are asked to make provisional 
reservations with the Secretary of the A.A. 
by tomorrow, March 1, so that prelimin- 
ary arrangements may be put in hand. 
The approximate total cost is estimated at 
£70, travelling second class’ by sea on 
the ‘‘ Alcantara”’ from Southampton to 
Lisbon, and excluding an air passage for 
the homeward journey. Members may 
take their wives. 

Starting at Lisbon, from which visits 
will be made to the new town of Alvalade* 
and the area south of the Tagus, the 
itinerary will take in Obidos, Sintra, 
Figueira Do Foz, Coimbra, Oporto and 
many other towns and cities and places of 
interest, and will conclude with a round 





*An article on Alvalade, by Mr. Arthur Kenyon, 
appeared in The Builder of September 7, 1951, and 
Mr. Peter Kenyon wrote on Holidaying in Portugal in 
our issue of January 11, 1952, 


journey will be by train and boat, via 
Irun and Paris. The A.A. states that 
arrangements could be made for some 
members to travel both ways by air, 
which would save three days each way. 


MEMORIAL TO FLYERS 


THE Royat AERO CLuB has decided to 
promote a scheme for the erection at 
London Airport of a memprial to Sir 
John Alcock and Sir Arthur Whitten- 
Brown, who made the first direct flight 
across the Atlantic in 1919. 

Mr. William McMillan, R.A., has 
agreed to prepare a design, and he is 


working in co-operation with Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd, F.R.1.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., the architect to London 
Airport. Mr. McMillan is preparing 


a small-scale model of the memorial, 
which will depict the two aviators in 
flying clothes. The total cost is expected 
to be about £4,000, and a public appeal 
for funds is.to be made at a later date. 

It is intended to place the memorial 
in a prominent position, where it will be 
seen by people arriving at or leaving the 
airport. 


R.A. SUMMER EXHIBITION, 1952 


THE RoyaL AcapEMy have announced 
the days for receiving works for the 
Summer Exhibition as follows :—water 
colours, pastels, miniatures, paintings in 





ings on Friday, March 21 ; oil paintings 
on Saturday, March 22, and Monday, 
March 24 ; sculpture on Tuesday, March 
25. Works will be received between 
8 am. and 7 p.m., except Saturday, 
March 22, when they will be received 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. It is em- 
phasised that no more than three works 
may be sent by any one artist ; no work 
will under any circumstances be received 
before or after these specified dates ; all 
works must be delivered (unpacked) at 
the Burlington Gardens Entrance. Labels 
and forms can now be obtained from the 
Academy. Applications to be addressed 
to “The Secretary, Royal Academy of 
Arts, Piccadilly, W.1,” and to be accom- 
panied by a stamped addressed envelope. 
The exhibition opens on Saturday, May 3, 
and closes on Sunday, August 24. 


A NEW JOURNAL 


THE FIRST issue has appeared of the 
Journal of the Plymouth branch of the 
Devon and Cornwall Architectural Society. 
The contents, which are presented without 
any typographical frills or artistic decora- 
tion, include most of those items of 
information which make such a public 
tion as this a useful document. ’ 

This current edition is prefaced with 
letters of congratulation and encourage 
ment which are well deserved, for to-day's 
high printing costs and the scarcity % 
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aper are not helpful factors to any 
publishers with modest resources. An 
illustrated article on the proposed scheme 
for the New North-road Station at Ply- 
mouth, and another on aspects of airport 
planning and design will doubtless be 
read with interest by all who receive a copy 
of the Journal, while a feature article on 
Buckland Abbey will perhaps have a 
special appeal for those familiar with its 


history. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE TO THE 
LATE HUGH MONTGOMERY 


AsERVICE inmemory of Hugh Roger Gre- 

ville Montgomery, of Snells Farm, Amer- 
sham Common, Bucks, and of the Building 
Exhibition, will be held at the Church of 
St. Michael, Chenies, Herts, at 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday next, March 5. 


OXFORD GASWORKS 


THE NEws that the Southern Gas Board 
has decided not to appeal against the 
refusal of the Oxford City Council to 
grant permission for an extension of the 
Oxford gasworks on the present river 
frontage ‘ will hearten not only those 
opposed to this particular scheme but 
all who are fighting to preserve the 
amenities of town and country. The 
City Council appeared to have such a 
good case that if they had lost many 
would have felt it hopeless to do battle 
with powerful nationalised boards and 
industries on such issues. In the long 
run the Gas Board will surely lose nothing 
by giving way in face of the overwhelming 
weight of public opinion that has ranged 
itself on the side of the City Council. 


RESTORATION OF ALMSHOUSES 


THE ARCHITECT RESPONSIBLE for the 
recently completed restoration and adapta- 
tion of a group of almshouses at Audley 
End, Suffolk, for use as a home for retired 
clergy and their wives, was Mr. Marshall 
Sisson, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. The alms- 
houses date from the early seventeenth 
century, and are in two courts divided by 
the kitchen hall and chapel block. They 
have been adapted to provide self-con- 






















MR. GEOFFRY POWELL, ARIBA, 


4A Dip., whose winning .design in the 
Competition for Flats in Golden Lane, 
EC., for the City Corporation is illustrated 
on pages 325-8. 
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tained quarters for ten married and two 
single clergymen from the Chelmsford 
diocese. 


CRAWLEY APPOINTMENTS 


THE MEMBERS of Crawley New Town 
Development Corporation, whose terms 
of office expired on February 26, have had 
their appointments renewed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, with the exception of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Charles King, who has 
resigned on his appointment as deputy 


chairman of Stevenage New ‘Town 
Development Corporation, and Mr. 
Alexander Hyman. The Minister is 


filling only one of the vacancies by the 
appointment of Sir Edward Gillett, a 
past president of the R.I.C.S. 


HEALTH CONGRESS, MARGATE 


THE ANNUAL Health Congress of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute is to take place at 
Margate from April 22 to 25 next. There 
is every indication that the Congress will 
be well attended, and that among the 
delegates will be many from overseas. 
Papers to be read include “‘ The Organ- 
isation and Design of Hospital Out- 
Patient Departments,” by Brigadier J. 
Bigby Welch; ‘ Rural Sewerage,” by 
Mr. B. L. Stephenson, B.Sc., 
A.M. Inst.C.E. ; ‘‘ Physical Planning and 
the Housing Drive,” by Mr. J. W. R. 
Adams, ©O.E:E:, PP.FP:, ERGS: : 
“Landlord and Tenant,” by Miss Helen 
Alford, B.A., F.R.I.C.S.; and ‘‘ Some 
Aspects of Housing, with Particular 
Reference to Rural Areas,’’ by Mr. A. A. 
Armes. 


ESSAY COMPETITIONS 


THE CounciL of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute have announced particulars of 
the prize essay open competitions for 
1952. Three prizes are being offered as 
follows: The Henry Saxon Snell Prize 
of 50 guineas for an essay on suitable 
equipment for cleansing utensils, crockery, 
etc., in hotels and restaurants; the John 
Edward Worth Prize of £40 for an essay 
on pre-fabricated units for water supplies 
and waste disposal in housing schemes ; 
and the John S. Owens Prize of £15 for an 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 3 


RI.C.S.—* The Lands Tribunal,” by Sir William 
Fitzgerald, 12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 4 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES.—Opening 
of grain drying and storage conference. Co-operative 

Hall, Railway-street, York. 10.30 a.m. 
R.I.B.A.—“* Twenty Years After,” by Professor Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—“‘ Sanitation 
in Multi-Storey Buildings,” by Mr. H. E. Gooding, 
M.B.E., M.R.San.I., Caxton Hall, Westminster. 


6 p.m. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6 

TowN PLANNING _INSTITUTE.—‘‘ Public Health 
Engineering,” by Lt. Col. F. G. Hill, C.B.E., M.C., 
M.Inst.C.E., Caxton Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS.—Symposium on church heating. Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate. 6 p.m. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 8 
LONDON SOcIETY.—Visit to Dr. Johnson’s house. 
Méet at Prince Henry’s Room, near Temple Bar. 2.15 
p.m. 
BUILDING ‘TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Teachers’ con- 
ference, Polytechnic, Regent-street, W.1. 10.30 a.m. 
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**? Ere’s another prefabricated unit going in!” 





essay on the ventilation of buildings used 
for industrial processes. 

Details may be obtained from the 
Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace-road, 
London, S.W.1. Entries must be received 
by December 31 next. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. Davip E. Morrison, B.A. (Hons.), A.R.I.B.A., 
and Mr. L. MELVILLE Rose, L.M.I.A.S., A.F.S.(Eng.), 
chartered architects and surveyors, announce that they 
have acquired more extensive premises and that their 
practice will continue at 8, Park-street, W.1. Tel.: 
Grosvenor 7522 (3 lines). 

Mr. H. R. PARKIN, A.R.I.B.A., has relinquished his 
partnership with Messrs. A. S. Parker and Allen of 
1, St. Andrews-street, Plymouth, and has purchased 
the Newton Abbot branch of Messrs. Rossington and 
Fogden, 21, Market-street, Newton Abbot. Mr. 
Parker will henceforth practise under the title of 
Messrs. H. R. PARKIN, A.R.I.B.A. (INCORPORATING 
ROSSINGTON AND FOGDEN, NEWTON ABBOT). 

Mr. T. C. GARLAND, F.I.A.A. and S., M.Inst.R.A., 
of Messrs. GARLAND AND PLACE, architects and sur- 
veyors, 4, Derngate, Northampton, wishes to announce 
that the new address of the firm is now 53-55, Gold- 
street, Northampton. Telephone number (North- 
ampton 3249) remains unchanged. 

Mr. S. W. SPENCER, A.R.I.C.S., principal of MEssRs. 
BROWN AND SPENCER, chartered quantity surveyors, 
26, Cross-street, and 32, Corporation-street, Man- 
chester, and 16-18 Gt. Underbank, Stockport, has 
taken into partnership his chief assistant, Mr. C. 
HuLME, A.R.I.C.S. The name of the firm remains 
unchanged. 

Mr. C. J. PELL, B.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Struct.E., 
consultant engineer, 4, Manchester-square, W.1, has 
taken into partnership Mr. M. M. KHAN, B.Sc., 
A.M. Inst.C.E., M.1.Struct.E., and Mr. F. S. Rowe, 
A.M.1.Struct.E., and is now practising as C. J. PELL 
AND PARTNERS. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, February 28, 1852 

ScHooLts oF DesiGN.—A new depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, called “‘ The 
Department of Practical Art,’’ has been 
created. Mr. Henry Cole is to be super- 
intendent of the general management, and 
Mr. Richard Redgrave art-superintendent. 
Mr. Cole’s duty will be to communicate 
with manufacturers, local committees, 
managers of institutes, etc., assisted by 
Government, and report as to these and 
the establishment of new schools, regulate 
the admission of students into the head 
school, and other duties, all to be exer- 


cised, of course, under the sanction of the 
Board. 
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REPAIR OF TIMBER STRUCTURES 
Danger of Insect and Fungoid Attack 


HE causes of defects in timber struc- 
tures and methods of repair were 
discussed by Mr. D. G. Martin, 
A.R.I.B.A., in a lecture which formed one 
of a series on the repair of ancient build- 
ings arranged last year by the Society tor 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings. 
Mr. Martin began by describing the nature 
of the materials and the methods of con- 
struction used in previous times. 

Oak was used principally in the medi- 
eval period with some sweet chestnut 
and occasionally elm. Imported fir was 
increasingly used from the seventeenth 
century onwards as oak became scarce. 
Pitch pine and American firs were not in 
common use until the nineteenth century. 
Beech was sometimes used for floorings 
in the eighteenth century. 

The main defect of timber as a struc- 
tural material, said Mr. Martin, was its 
liability to shrink on drying and swell on 
wetting, this movement being more than 
twice as much across the grain as along 
the grain. 

It was an important fact that timber, if 
securely held so that it could not expand 
on “wetting” or absorbing moisture, 
would set up internal stresses causing an 
equivalent contraction to take place intern- 
ally ; hence on re-drying the timber would 
start from its new (reduced) width and 
would shrink. This effect was cumula- 
tive until an eventual limit was reached. 
It was no good “ wedging up” open 
joints unless it was certain that no expan- 
sion would take place. 

Mr. Martuu went on to list the character- 
istics of various types of timber. Dealing 
first with oak, he said that it was strong in 
mechanical properties and resisted most 
(but not all) fungoid attack: Sapwood 
was susceptible to attack by the furniture 
beetle and death-watch beetle ; seasoned 
heartwood was susceptible to attack 
by death-watch beetle if timber was damp 
and conditions generally favourable to 
fungoid attack. 

Sweet chestnut was less strong than 
oak and offered no resistance to fungoid 
attack. It was similar to oak and often 
was used as a substitute for it. It was 
wrongly reputed to be free from attack 
by the death-watch beetle. 

White or wych elm, Mr. Martin con- 
tinued, was equal to oak in mechanical 
properties ; was not resistant to fungoid 
attack but was very durable under water. 


Beech was strong and superior to oak 
when in an unseasoned state ; it was not 
resistant and was liable to attack by the 
furniture beetle. 

The speaker described Baltic fir (old) 
as being moderately strong; not resistant ; 
liable to attack by the furniture beetle but 
not likely to be attacked by the death- 
watch beetle unless in contact with in- 
fected hardwood. 

Finally, Mr. Martin referred to pitch 
pine which he said was moderately strong 
and resistant ; it was also liable to attack 
by the furniture beetle but would not be 
attacked by the death-watch beetle unless 


it was in contact with infected hardwood. 
The heart of a log or beam of pitch pine 
was liable to decay while the external 
“skin”? remained hard and apparently 
sound. 


CAUSES OF FAILURE 

The speaker continued :—The prin- 
cipal cause of failure in timber work of 
all kinds, whether constructional or in 
fittings, is decay of the wood itself due to 
(a) attack by boring beetles (furniture 
beetle or death-watch beetle chiefly), 
or (6) fungoid attack. 

Attack by fungus, and to a lesser degree 
attack by beetles, is generally due to either 
lack of maintenance repairs (leaking 
roofs, gutters, etc., allowing timbers to 
become intermittently soaked with water), 
or faulty design (exposed ends of timbers, 
or timbers built into walls where they are 
liable to be damp and without ventilation). 


Other causes of failure are: (a) Bad 
design mechanically (e.g., lack of proper 
tie in roofs). (6) Shrinkage (or swelling) 
of timbers with distortion or undue 
strain on joints, etc., or removal of in- 
tended bearing due to shrinkage at joints. 
(c) Very commonly due to subsequent 
alterations to the original structure without 
due regard to the structural mechanics of 
the design. 


A factor always to be borne in,mind is 
the tendency for all buildings to “‘ drift.” 


OLD METHODS OF 
CONSTRUCTION 
Timber construction naturally falls 
into ‘‘ post and beam” form: with its 
numerous derivatives such as the canti- 
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Fig. 1.—Repair of defective rafters and beams. 
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levered construction of overhanging Upper 
storeys. Mortices and tenons fixed with 
oak pegs are the commonest form o 
joint, with various dovetails or notching; 
for tension joints. In early periods th 
wright (or carpenter) copied masony 
joints and details for enriched ang 
moulded work. 

In framed buildings the panels wer 
filled in various ways at different periods. 
with wattle and daub or lath and plaster. 
brick nogging ; or covered entirely oye; 
frame and panel alike with plaster. 
weatherboarding or tile hanging. 

As always in dealing with old things the 
principles in conservation and repair are: 
1. To make structure sound and weather. 
tight so as to preserve the whole, and 
prevent further deterioration or damage. 
2. To retain as much of the original work 
as possible. 3. To make the repair jp 
such a manner that it does not detract 
from the original esthetic effect, but x 
the same time not make a laboured reppp. 
duction (or “ restoration ’’) of the old, 

In repairing roofs or floors it is especially 
important not to damage ancient modelled 
plaster ceilings. Repairs should be y 
done that they can be recognised as such 
by future archeologists. 


OLD TIMBER STRUCTURES 


Survey.—This must be thorough and 
comprehensive. Look for causes (direct 
or contributory) of failure or decay, 
Commonly defects occur in: 1. Timber 
buried in walls (always suspect even if 
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apparently hard on face). Usually decay 
due first to fungus attack followed by 
death-watch beetle; look for cause of 
initial dampness. Timber lintols are 
especially vulnerable because after a while 
they tend to sag, causing the masonry 
over to crack slightly (perhaps only in 
joints) so allowing water to penetrate. 
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COMPLETE, AND A SECTION 
OF THE BOTTOM ROLL AWAY 
FOR THE TENSION STRAP WHICH IS 
STRESSED BY OBLIQUE BOLTS 10 THE 
BEAM TOP OTHER VERTICAL BOLTS PASS 
THROUGH THE STRAP AND THE NEW PIECES. 
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ROOF BEFORE REPAIR 


A-3 
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2. Timbers in contact with the ground 
or with masonry at ground level (rising 
damp), such as cills in framed structures 
and feet of posts ; decay generally due to 
fungoid attack. 3. Places where timber 
has become wetted intermittently such as 
sole boarding and bearers to valley gutters. 
4. Anywhere where water can lodge such 
% ledges formed on top of horizontal 
framing members or in shakes. 


5. In sapwood which has not been 
rmoved from timbers ; the face of exposed 
members often appears decayed but 
wually the attack by beetle (the furniture 
beetle or death-watch beetle) is confined 
to the sapwood. 6. In creviccs in or 
between timbers, such as at joints, in 
Pegs or tenons, and in shakes, which 
form convenient places for beetles to lay 
‘gs. 7. In framed buildings ; the lath- 
ing to the panel fitting is often eaten away 
owing to its being almost solely sapwood. 
8, Erosion in exposed members. 


METHODS OF REPAIR 


Defective rafters (usually the feet) and 
ns (usually at the bearings) can be 
Rpaired by splicing in short new lengths 
{timber to replace the decayed sections, 
Wing a scarfed joint. (See Fig. 1.) 


Beams decayed in the core due to shakes, 
a can be repaired by cutting away 
fective centre part (leaving the moulded 


profile) and inserting new timber or even 
stiffening with flitch plates. (See Fig. 2.) 


Decayed joints can be repaired in a 
variety of ways, by using some ingenuity 
in inserting new work. (See Fig. 3.) 

Always consider whether the part to be 
repaired is in tension ‘or compression. 
Wrought iron straps can sometimes be 
usefully employed for tension members 
(see Fig. 3), but avoid use of metalwork 
wherever possible, as being foreign to the 
original design. If iron straps are used 
care must be taken to see that the side 
touching oak is painted to prevent cor- 
rosion by tannic acid. 


Remember that in old buildings, the 
timbers are generally of much bigger 
scantlings than would be employed to- 
day. Even if they are partially decayed, 
there is frequently plenty of sound wood 
left to carry the stresses to which a par- 
ticular member is subjected. 


Decayed plaster panels in framed 
buildings can be renewed in plaster, new 
wood lathing, or by woodwool slabs. 
It is generally a mistake to remove plaster- 
work from the face of a building to expose 
the timbers. 


Brick panel filling becomes loose owing 
to differences in thermal expansion and 
contraction of the framework and the 
panel. Panels can be _ re-pointed or 
** caulked ”’ with mastic which will per- 
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Fig. 2 (left) shows repair of beams which have decayed in the 


core due to shakes, etc. 


Fig. 3 (top) refers to the repair of decayed joints. 


mit expansion and contraction, but at 
the same time seal the joint and prevent 
water getting in. Wide joints in framing 
can be treated in the same way; it is 
dangerous to wedge up, as already men- 
tioned. 


Framed structures which have become 
distorted can be pulled back into shape 
or jacked up. This is comparatively easy 
in the case of simple roofs, but can be 
done even in complicated structures. 
Before either “‘ pulling up” or jacking a 
distorted frame it is essential thoroughly 
to clean out all the joints, otherwise 
accumulated dirt, etc., will prevent any 
movement. 


ALTERATIONS TO OLD TIMBER- 
FRAMED BUILDINGS 


Avoid slavish copy of old forms. It is 
advisable not to make additions in timber 
framing which is both extravagant in 
cost and materials, and not the best 
method by modern standards. Addi- 
tions should be of sound contemporary 
construction and harmonise with the old 
work. 


Builders often wish to straighten the 
timber framing of old roofs in order to 
make what they consider a “ good job.” 
This frequently leads to unnecessary 
destruction of old work and of the charac- 
ter of a building, whereas very often the 
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framing needs only to be secured to make 
it structurally sound. 

The method of treatment for internal 
fittings, panelling, etc., follows the same 
general principles as structural timber- 
work, 

Damage to joinery is generally due to 
attack by beetle (usually the furniture 
beetle) or to rough usage—either wilful 
or accidental. Panelling placed against 
external walls is susceptible to fungoid 
attack, where the back is subjected to 
damp penetrating the walling and lack of 
ventilation. Carved or enriched panels 
which are decaying at the back can have 
the affected wood carefully scraped or 
planed off, and can then be stiffened or 
mounted on a new backing. 

When repairing elaborately moulded or 
carved work great care is necessary to 
avoid “reproductions” and “ conjec- 
tural restorations.”” Sometimes it may be 
necessary to run a new length of moulding 
in order to carry on the line of a feature. 
Wherever possible the newly inserted 
work should be simplified in detail so 
that while it carries on the line or outline 
of the original design, it is not a modern 
replica. 

In treating joinery it is important to 
look out for traces of old colouring which 
should be preserved. Old oak should not 
be oiled or stained. The only treatment 
necessary is to clean it with a dry brush 
and perhaps give it a light application of 
beeswax. Where old work has been 
painted, it is probably best not to try and 
strip it, or damage may be done to the 
woodwork and burning off is certainly 
not recommended. Sometimes, nine- 
teenth-century varnish may be stripped off 


BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 


On Repar.—A. R. Powys—‘ Repair of 
Ancient Buildings” (1929). A. D. R. 
Caroe—‘‘ Old Churches and Modern 
Craftsmanship ” (1949). J. F. S. Sack— 
Article in R.I.B.A. Journal, September, 
1950, on repair of plaster ceilings. His- 
torical.—C. F. Innocent—‘‘ Development 
of English Building Construction ”’ (1916). 


OBITUARY 
Stewart Kaye, A.R.I.B.A., F.R.LC.S. 


We regret to announce the death, which 
has occurred in Edinburgh, of Mr. Stewart 
Kaye, A.R.I.B.A., F.R.ILC.S. Mr. Kaye, who 
was 68 years of age, designed many promi- 
nent buildings in Edinburgh and district, 
including Lothian House and a new stone 
church at present being built at Carrick 
Knowe. He was also responsible for the 
design of the Gogarburn Institution, the 
foundation-stone of which was laid by the 
late King and the Queen Mother, when they 
were the Duke and Duchess of York, in 
1927. Between 1932 and 1949 Mr. Kaye 
was architect for the erection of about 4,000 
houses on the outskirts of Edinburgh. 


Richard Arthur Costain 


We regret to record the death on February 
24 at Douglas, Isle of Man, of Mr. Richard 
Arthur Costain. He was chairman of Richard 
Costain, Ltd., from 1933 until 1945 and re- 
signed as a director of the company on his 
retirement in 1947. He was president of the 
Institute of Builders from 1930 to 1931 and 
was a member of the L.M.B.A. Council from 
1936 to 1940. He was 84 years old. 
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A typical Situfoam bungalow in the Seria oilfield area. 


HOUSING IN NORTH BORNEO 


Aerated Concrete Construction 


"THE provision of housing accommodation 
and ancillary buildings for the staff 

and labour force, numbering about 5,000, 
employed at the Seria oilfield in Brunei, 
North Borneo, presented a problem owing 
to the scarcity of local building materials 
and an almost total absence of the aggregates 
necessary for concrete making. A solution 
was found in the use of a material called 
Situfoam which has been developed by 
Messrs. George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. Situ- 
foam is a foamed concrete made with local 
sand and poured in situ. The foaming agent 
is added to the cement and sand to create 
an aerated concrete, the aeration, it is claimed, 
giving a high degree of thermal insulation. 
The sand used in making the concrete may 
be of almost any type, from fine, windblown 
dune varieties to the well-graded compara- 
tively coarse sands used in normal concreting. 
This system of building makes use of a 
special type of shuttering which is manufac- 
tured and shipped in standard units. When 
the shuttering is in place on site, the Situfoam 


mixture is pumped through a flexible hose 
into: the formwork from a mixing plant 
which is centrally placed to serve a group of 
buildings within a radius of, perhaps, several 
hundred feet. The internal walls are cast 
monolithic with the external walls and have 
a thickness of four to six inches, according 
to requirements. 

The usual practice is to give the external 
wall face two coats of cement paint, while 
interior wall faces are finished with distemper. 

On the Brunei housing scheme the tradi- 
tional pitched roof with a wide overhang 
was adopted, but in the Near and Middle 
East, where flat roofs are appropriate; they, 
too, are constructed in Situfoam. 

This system of building which, it js 
claimed, requires a minimum of skilled 
labour, is not limited to the construction of 
small and simple buildings. A_ hospital, 
rather complex in design, has been included 
in the £2 million building programme at 
Brunei, which has been inaugurated by the 
British Malayan Petroleum Company. 





Senior staff houses at Kuala Belait. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—Your articles on the Cost of 
Building in The Builder last week 
are of first-rate importance and deserve 
serious study by all connected with the 
industry. I have read them carefully and 
in order to get the problem clear in my own 
mind have tabulated the possible causes 
of increasingly high costs mentioned in 
your articles. 

These are as follows :—- 

(1) Increases in wages and cost of 
materials. 

(2) The rise-and-fall clause in building 
contracts. 

(3) Increase in the cost of builders’ 
transport, equipment and plant. 

(4) Protective devices encouraging a 
“ featherbed ” mentality in building. 

(5) Lack of financial incentive to enter- 
prise. 

(6) Impact of rearmament. 

(7) The Korean war. 

These factors are important and must 
all take their due share of responsibility 
for soaring costs, but do they account 
for the large relative increase in total 
cost over cost of labour and materials ? 
I suggest that there is room for inquiry 
on the managerial side. 

You point out that in 1949-50 dividends 
were 1 per cent of total turnover as com- 
pared with 2.5 per cent in 1939-40, and 
observe that “‘ Clearly the increased cost 
of building is not benefiting builders.” 
Would it not be more correct to say “ not 
benefiting shareholders”? ? Where is the 
extra money going? Are directors’ sal- 
aries and expense accounts too high? 
Are overheads too heavy? Are large 
sums going in interest on bank loans or 
in contributions to organisations like the 
London Builders’ Conference? Are the 
activities of such organisations in fact 
increasing the cost of building artificially ? 

That there is ground for inquiry under 
these and other heads would seem to be 
clear from Mr. Stephen Hudson’s state- 
ment that increasing numbers of building 
owners are carrying out building work 
for themselves. Private _—_ enterprise 
builders in the past have been able to 
compete effectively with direct labour. 
Something serious must have happened 
if they are no longer able to do so. I 
repeat: Are some of the causes of unduly 
high cost to be found on the managerial 
side ? 

ONLOOKER. 


COST OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ 
ARCHITECTURAL DEPARTMENTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR—I think: the last paragraph of 
Mr. Leonard C. Howitt’s letter in 
your issue of February 15, produces the 
answer to the correspondence on this 
subject. 

How often is it said that this country 
would benefit if politicians would put aside 
Party politics and concentrate on bringing 
the country back on to its feet. Surely 
architects, whether they are in private 
Practice or official practice, have one main 
ebject—to provide buildings of archi- 
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tectural merit and so make this country 
a better place in which to live. 

The sooner we put a stop to compari- 
sons between private and official practice 
the better, for as Mr. Howitt rightly 
states, it proves nothing and does nobody 
any good. The official architect has come 
to stay and he is now as much a part of the 
country’s architectural framework as his 
fellow in private practice. On the other 
hand the private architect must remain 
because he has a big part to play in the 
rebuilding of this country. 

If we are to continue the happy relation- 
ship which exists between us we must 
refrain from creating and stimulating a 
sense of antagonism between each other. 

RoBerT F. FAIRHURST, 
[Dip.Arch.(L’pool), A.R.I.B.A.] 
Deputy Council Architect. 
c/o Shire Hall, Gloucester. 


«*sWe feel that Mr. Fairhurst is wrong in inferring 
that this correspondence sprang from any antagonism 
between official and private architects; its origin lay 
in an attempt to compare the cost of producing archi- 
tecture by the two sides, arising from figures published 
by the Architect of a City Council. The subsequent 
correspondence, even if not conclusive, has been inter- 
esting and of some value, and there, perhaps, we can 
let the question rest.—ED. 


BUILDING WAGES AND 
INFLATION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am amazed at some of the 
statements made by Mr. H. Heumann 
in your issue of February 22, in reply to 
Mr. W. H. Hosken’s letter of February 15. 
Increased wages in themselves. will 
not necessarily lower the standard of 
living, as stated by Mr. Hosken, but it is a 
fact that if increases are made and not 
related to output, then the standard of 
living will most certainly be lowered, 
and we shall have to pay more for a 
lesser amount of any particular commodity. 
Wages in the building trade have increased 
by over 100 per cent. since 1939, but 
output has decreased. 

It is not true ‘“‘ that wage demands 
arise because the cost of living increases 
first,’ as stated by Mr. Heumann, for he 
knows, or should know, that increases 
are made that are not related to cost of 
living. ‘The last increase of 3d. per hour 
was made up of 14d. per hour cost of 
living, and 14d. per hour increase’on the 
standard rate of wages, but the union 
had actually asked for an increase of 6d. 
per hour on wages. With regard to his 
statement that “‘ There will come a point 
when something will smash, but that is 
not the workers’ responsibility,” I could 
not agree less. It’s only the workers who, 
by a greater effort and a loyal sense of 
duty, can get this country back on an even 
keel, as stated by both Mr. Churchill and 
Mr. Attlee, in the Commons, and 
“‘ workers ’”? means everybody. 

Again, Mr. Heumann’s remark that 
“Industry throughout is making exorbi- 
tant profits everywhere ” is both wild and 
inaccurate. I can name him at least a 
dozen companies, without looking any 
further, which have made losses and not 
paid any dividends since 1940. With 
regard to profits and dividends, these are 
related to each other and in certain ‘in- 
stances may or may not lower the standard 
of living. If, for example, a particular 
commodity which was universally used was 
priced out of existence (to go to extremes) 
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so as to make high profits, then it would 
have an inflationary effect, but, on the other 
hand, if we could sell to the U.S.A. or 
other hard currency countries it would 
have a deflationary effect, for it would 
bring in badly needed dollars which we 
hear so much about nowadays. But 
above all, Mr. Heumann should not lose 
sight of the tremendous amount of taxa- 
tion that is derived from profits and 9s. 6d. 
in the pound deducted from dividends. I 
wonder what the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would do if there were no 
profits and what the reaction on taxation 
generally would be? It makes one think ! 


27, Hampton-road, V. SIMMONS. 


Worcester Park, Surrey. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is very gratifying to note that 
the Statistical and Research De- 
partment of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives in the person 
of Mr. Heumann, F.R.S.S., agrees that 
increased costs depress the standard of 
living and that ultimately there must be a 
““smash ”’ unless someone exercises some 
restraint, but it is surprising that he should 
publish over that Department’s signature 
so damaging a statement as that this “is 
not the workers’ responsibility.” 

This idea that workmen (are we not all 
workmen?) have no regponsibilities but 
only rights, and that the welfare of the 
nation is no concern of the individual, is 
an anachronistic survival of the bitterest 
phases of the industrial revolution, and 
the sooner people who set themselves up 
as leaders of the workers realise that for 
better or worse we are all in this together 
and that our very survival depends on the 
efforts of each and all, the sooner our 
great nation will revert to the prosperity 
and prestige which was based on the 
matchless performance of the British 
working man. 

Why in this enlightened age, when wel- 
fare, both. social and industrial, has the 
highest priority, should some trade unions 
behave as though grasping ‘capitalists were 
still grinding the faces of the workers? 


< Ee. N. 
5, Buff-avenue, W. H. Hoske 


Banstead, Surrey. 


BUILDING: A SOCIAL SERVICE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is, .I believe, generally agreed 
that greater industrial productivity 
would go a long way towards solving our 
present crisis. It is, therefore, the plain 
duty of all of us to do all that lies 
in our power to increase the productivity 
of our own particular industry, and 
conversely, to do nothing which would 
tend to decrease it. 4 
One of the essentials for increasing 
output is that there shall be excellent 
relations, with a high degree of co- 
operation and a feeling of mutual trust and 
understanding, between employers and 
operatives. It follows, then, that any 
individual or organisation acting in a 
manner likely to impair these relations 
is striking a blow against our national 
recovery. 
It is, therefore, very unfortunate, to 
say the least, that the A.U.B.T.W.’s 
pamphlet, “‘ Building :* A Social Service,” 
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(summarised in your issue of February 1) 
should be published and presumably 
circulated amongst the members of that 
organisation at a time when that bit of 
extra effort is so badly needed. In fact, 
it looks very much like an effort to 
“throw a spanner into the works,” for no 
man is likely to give of his best if he has 
already been convinced by his union 
leaders that his employer is nothing better 
than an inefficient, unprincipled, money- 
grabbing scoundrel which, expressed 
rather bluntly, is what I feel the pamphlet 
seeks to impress upon him. 

The employers are accused of having 
no sense of social responsibility ; as an 
observer who has ample opportunity of 
seeing both sides at work, I would say 
that nowhere at the present time is that 
particular quality less in evidence than in 
the ranks of the operatives, and Mr. 
Lowthian would do a far greater service 
to both his country and the industry if he 
would turn his efforts to the task of 
reviving amongst his members that attitude 
of mind which enables a man to derive 
intense satisfaction from a good day’s 
work, and to feel pride in a job well done. 

There are, I fear, some grounds for the 
complaints regarding the number of 
jobbing builders now operating, but this 
in my opinion is only a temporary phase. 
There always was, and always will be, a 
place for master craftsmen, both in town 
and country, and they are in the main, 
good, honest, hardworking fellows. As 
we get back to more normal conditions, 
these chaps will survive, while the less 
reputable individuals, who have swelled 
their ranks in recent years in search of 
“easy money,” will automatically be 
eliminated ! 

Of one thiiug I am quite certain, that 
public ownership is not the answer. 
Heaven help the property owner, and the 
occupier, if we should ever see the day 
when it is necessary to apply to “ British 
Building Services (Property Repairs 
Division) Southern Region, Lowtown 
Group,” to get a few slates fixed or a 
gable end pointed. 

Wn. WaADsworTH. 

17, Rotheram-avenue, 

Farley Hill, Luton, Beds. 


ARCH AT HARLINGTON CHURCH 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It would be interesting to know 
upon what grounds your contributor, 
Mr. A. Leonard Summers, states that the 
south door at Harlington Church is of 
Saxon origin. [The Builder, February 22.] 
The detail shown in his sketch quite 
clearly indicates a fairly late Norman date. 
Mr. Summers goes so far as to date the 
doorway between a.p. 400 and 600. At 
this remote period only the most elemen- 
tary stonework was capable of being done 
in England and probably the only surviv- 
ing example of late sixth century date is 
the small church at Escombe, Co. Durham 
—a very different affair to the rich 
carving at Harlington. 
Ceci, CLUTTON. 
fE:R.1-C,S.,-MCT.P.1] 
5, Great College-street, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


City of London Housing 
Scheme Award 


¢ ie assessor, Mr. Donald H. Mc- 

Morran, F.R.I.B.A., in the competi- 
tion for a new housing scheme on a site 
of 4.7 acres in Golden Lane, E.C., made 
his award to the Corporation of the City 
of London on Wednesday of this week. 
The designs placed in order are : 


1st (1,000 gns. premium): Design No. 
172: Geoffry Powell, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.A.Dip., 16, Little Boltons, S.W.10. 


2nd (700 gns.): No. 72: J. M. Scott, 
A.R.I.B.A., and A. F. Scott and Sons, 
23, ‘Tombland, Norwich. 


3rd (500 gns.): No. 146: Walter Fisk, 
F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip., and Sidney H. 
Fisk, L.R.I.B.A., 24, Buckingham- 
street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 


4th (300 gns.): No. 60: D. M. Gregory 
Jones, A.R.I.B.A., 20, Taviton-street, 
W.-C. 


Specially mentioned : No. 160: Peatfield 
Mayo and Bodgener, 3, Lloyds-place, 
London, S.E.3. 


The winning design is illustrated on 
facing and following pages. Other pre- 
miated designs will be illustrated next 
week. 


In his report Mr. McMorran states : 
‘““T have examined each of the 177 designs 
submitted by architects in this competition, 
and beg to report that a large majority of 
the entries reach a high standard of design, 
many being valuable contributions to the 
study of urban housing. One entry (No. 
161) is disqualified under Clause 10 (e) of 
the Conditions because it materially 
disregards the instructions contained in 
Clause 32. 


“ Design No. 160, while not having the 
merits of the four premiated designs, is, 
in my opinion, worthy of mention for. the 
interesting use of three-storey terrace 
houses as an element in the scheme.” 


The public exhibition of the designs 
will be opened by the Lord Mayor in 
Guildhall on Monday, March 10, and will 
be open that day from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Saturday, 
March 15. 


THE WINNER’S REPORT 


In this scheme there are 312 dwellings, 
comprising 16 one-bedroom flats ; 127 two- 
bedrooms ; 126 three-bedroom ; and 43 four- 
bedroom. In all, 910 persons are housed. 
An attempt has been made to create interest 
within the site, and the layout is inward. 
Blocks are to form courts, none of which is 
entirely enclosed. Placed centrally is a block 
of 11-storey flats; this building, together 
with the Community Centre and the “‘ pedes- 
trians only ” square which links them, form 
the central focus of the scheme. 


Construction : Block 1 (11-storeys) has a 
reinforced concrete frame, and spans are kept 
to economical dimensions. The 6-storey 
maisonette blocks (Nos. 9-13) have a rein- 
forced concrete frame, but are capable of 
being constructed, if necessary, ona composite 
system. Party walls are so spaced that they 
may be load-bearing ; the blocks could be 
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built with the only framing supporting the 
galleries on the north faces. The lower 
floors would be of calculated brickwork, 


The Access-in-pairs blocks (Nos. 2-8) are 
of load-bearing brickwork with reinforced 
concrete floor slabs. This, with the exception 
of the 88 flats in Block 1, means that the 
complete scheme could be built using only a 
very small quantity of steel. 


Facing materials are brick throughout, 
There are London stocks or similarly textured 
bricks on the lower storeys. In Block 
brick is used solely as an infilling panel, and a 
flint-lime brick would be used. ‘The rein- 
forced concrete frame which is exposed would 
be finished by exposing the selected aggregate, 


Owing to the provision of basements to all 
blocks, much excavation is necessary. It was 
decided to increase the area of excavation and 
to exploit the different levels for visual pur- 
poses. Areas surrounded by blocks of dwel- 
lings are excavated to form sunken courts, 
which give access to basements. So far as 
possible, service roads have been kept to the 
periphery to allow the central square to 
remain as a “ pedestrian only” area. The 
square is covered mostly with permanent, 
easily upkept materials, such as paving, tar- 
macadam, etc. Planting is intended to break 
up the large paved areas. 


ESTIMATE OF COST 
The estimate of cost is as follows : 


Cost per 
ft. cu. 


Basem’t 3s. 9 
Superst. 4s. 3d. } 129,000 
3s. 6d. 38,800 
25,100 
25,900 
11,100 
25,100 
: 22,400 
B do. “ 22,400 
asem’t 3s. 9d. gE 
Superst. 3s. 74d. 4 50,600 
do. 50,600 
50,600 
53,400 


24,400 


Cost of Cost per 
Block Flat 
£ 

1,470 


No. of 
Block Flats 


co ONOORWN 


_ 
o 


ier! 
we 


9d. 


do. 
f Basem’t 4s. 
Superst. 3s. 64d. 


Basem’t 3s. 
Superst. 3s. 


— 
w 


529,400 


Heating 43,700 


Boiler house 
Heating conduits 
Ramps a 
External works 


Total for Flats 


nF ES 622,000 
Community Centre at 4s. ft. 


15,000 


R.1.B.A. 


Notes from Council Minutes 


FFOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the R.I.B.A. Council held on Feb- 
ruary 5 last:— 


APPOINTMENTS.—R.I.B.A. representatives 
on the Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom for 1952-53. The Insti- 
tute is entitled to 22 representatives and the 
following were appointed:—Harold Ander- 
son (F.), J. T. Castle (A.), L. A. Chackett (F.), 
Anthony Chitty (F.), H. Conolly (F.), Ken- 
neth M. B. Cross (F), A. G: Sheppard Fidler 
(F.), R. O. Foster (F.), P. G. Freeman (F,), 
P. K. Hanton (F.), J. E. K. Harrison (F.), Cecil 
Kennard (F.), Howard V. Lobb (F.), E. D. 
Lyons (A.), E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (F.), S. W. 
Milburn (F.), T. E. North (F.), Denis Poulton 
(F.), A. L. Roberts (F.), W. A. Rutter (F) 
H. G. C. Spencely (F.) and R. H. Uren (A). 


R.1.B.A. ‘representatives on Admission 
Commission, A.R.C.U.K. for 1952-53.— 
The following four representatives were aP 
pointed: L, A. Chackett (F.), C. J. Epril ), 
Denis Poulton (F.) and G. F. Whitby (A). 
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Elevation to Farringdon-street. 


OFFICES, 83/6, FARRINGDON STREET, EC4 


ERIC H. DAVIE, ARIBA, AMTPI, ARCHITECT 
GORDON PEARSON, ARIBA, CHIEF ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 


“Pas building, which is mainly occupied by the 
Associated Press, Ltd., is of steel-framed 
construction carried on mass concrete foundations, 
the floors and staircases throughout being of reinforced 
concrete. Externally, the building is faced, on the 
Farringdon-street elevation and for the major portion 
of the Harp-alley front, with natural Portland stone 
from the first-floor level upwards, and from pavement 





level up to first floor the facing material is Cornish 
granite. The elevation has been designed in sympathy 
with the dignity of the City tradition, but at the same 
time an endeavour has been made to incorporate the 
clean and simple lines of contemporary design. On 
the rear and flank elevations Uxbridge flint bricks are 
used as facings. At ground-floor level the offices 
are lighted by large windows in bronze surrounds 
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and on the upper floors the windows are of universal 


section purpose-made metal sashes. The vertical 
feature windows to the staircases are built up with 
similar sashes with heavy structural mullions covered 
externally with drawn bronze mouldings. 

The main entrance to the upper floors is from 
Farringdon-street into a lift and staircase entrance hall, 
which is lined internally with polished travertine 
marble continued up the staircase as a dado to first- 
floor level. The entrance hall floor is in unpolished 
travertine. ‘The vestibule and entrance hall ceilings 
are in fibrous plaster with coffered panels. From 
this entrance hall access is also gained to the photo- 
graphic department in the basement. The staircase 
for the full height of the building is in terrazzo with 
non-slip cube inserts of different colours inlaid into 
the treads. The main-floor lift lobbies are in a 
similar material sub-divided into panels by ebonite 
strips. 

From first-floor level upwards the walls of the 
staircases have a cream mottled glazed dado, some 
3 ft. 6 in. high with painted surface above. 'The well 
of the staircase is protected by an ornamental balus- 
trade, of simple but pleasing design, capped with a 
bronze handrail, and on the wall side a bronze handrail 
is also provided, which carries around the ornamental 
wrot iron guards which protect the continuous vertical 








SS eee 


Detail of 
main entrance. 


window. On the main roof is a large tank room 
enclosing storage tanks containing over 7,000 gallors 
of water for use primarily by the photographic produc- 
tion department. The tank room and the lift motor 
room ‘both rise above the height normally permitted 
by the London Building Act and have fixed to them 
the large aerial masts used for the reception and 
transmission of wireless messages and photography. 
Internally, apart from the basement and the first 
floor, the building is a typical office building. It does 
however, vary from the normal only as to the number 
and complexity of the under floor ducting system 
required for the teleprinter and other news com- 
munications. The sixth floor is devoted to staff 
facilities which include dining-room and kitchen. 
The ground floor is approached by a separate 
entrance from Farringdon-street and in addition a 
secondary entrance from Harp-alley. This floor is 
lofty and follows largely the conception of a banking 
hall with private offices opening from it. The flooring 
material is polished oak blocks and the ceiling is of 
moulded fibrous plaster sub-divided into panels 
following the main lines of the internal columns. 
Clearstorey windows light the main ground-floor 
space through the rear wall and additional light is also 
gained by high reeded glass borrowed lights above the 
partitions separating the private offices from the main 
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ground-floor space. The vestibule, giving access to 
the main’ ground-floor space from Farringdon-street, 
is paved with unpolished travertine marble and the 
walls are lined with polished travertine up to the 
moulded fibrous plaster ceiling. Polished mahogany 
is used for the main entrance doors and these are set 
in a glass surround which is protected externally by 
ornamental bronze grilles. The inner screen doors 
forming the vestibule are in armour plate glass with a 
polished oak surround to match the internal oak 
finishings. 

All the private offices are provided with deep 
window backs and bottoms in polished oak which 
afford an opportunity for displaying photographs and 
other features of the activities conducted by the 
Associated Press. A semi-circular staircase at the rear 
of the main ground-floor space gives access to the 
photograph and production departments in the base- 
ment. ‘This staircase is in terrazzo and the wall is 
protected by a painted metal balustrade with strong 
horizontal lines, and provides a pleasant feature which 
is immediately seen upon entry from the street. The 
basement in which is situated mechanical equipment 
such as boilers, fan room, switch room, generator 
room and telephone frame room, also accommodates a 
large dark room, developing cubicles and photograph 
production space. All these rooms are mechanically 
ventilated to afford pleasant working conditions. The 
walls to the developing cubicles are partially lined with 
black glazed tiles and a large area of the walling to 
the dark room is similarly treated. The drainage from 
the developing cubicles and dark room passes through a 
dilution tank in order to avoid any concentrated acid 
content passing into the sewer. A further area of the 
basement is devoted to storage space for film plates 
and a room for the reception and processing of pictures 
transmitted by wireless. 

The first floor is completely devoted to the reception 
and transmission of news and, apart from a partition 
around the wireless control room, is in clear space. 
In order to subdue the noise from the large number of 
teleprinter machines the whole of the ceiling is lined 
with sound absorbent tiles. 

All the upper floors are in clear space apart from 
a corridor leading from the main Farringdon-street 
staircase to the secondary staircase approached from 
Harp-alley. On these floors the flooring material is a 
fire resisting plastic tile laid on screeding on a thick 
foamed slag base. The under-floor ducts are laid in 
the foamed slag. The finishings to the walls are 
normal hard plaster with washable water paint 
decorations. The cloakroom facilities at the various 
floor levels have cream terrazzo floors with ebonite 
strip sub-divisions and the w.c. partitions are also 
in terrazzo. The walls are lined to a height of 7 ft. 
with cream glazed tiling and above this level both walls 
and ceilings are painted with cream gloss paint. 

Joinery throughout the building is oak, stained and 
wax polished. Doors generally are flush doors with 
a small vision panel in the upper part. The building 
is centrally heated by gas boilers, and hot water is 
supplied by a separate boiler for use during the 
summer months. During the normal heating season 
hot water is supplied through a calorifier supplied by 
the main heating installation. A compressed air tube 
system ensures speedy transmission of information 
between the basement, ground and first floors. 

The quantity surveyors were Messrs. Lay and 
Partners, and Mr. A. C. Mann, A.M.1I.H.V.E., 
advised on certain aspects of the heating and ventilating. 

The general contractors were Messrs. James Crosby 
and Sons, Ltd., of Lancaster-gate, W.2. Following is 
a list of sub-contractors :— 

Electrical installation, Rashleigh Phipps, Ltd. ; wireless 
masts, Starkie Gardner, Ltd. ; wood block and Accotile 
flooring, National Flooring Co., Ltd.; under-floor 





THE BUILDER 





Semi-circular staircase leading to the basement. 
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Main vestibule and staircase. 
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News room, first floor. 
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Ground-floor plan. 

















Basement plan. 
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fibre ducts, Key Engineering Co., Ltd. ; 
glazing, Faulkner Green and Co., Ltd. ; 
roof lights and lay lights, British Challenge 

o., Ltd.; asphalt, Rock Asphalte Co., 
Ltd. ; external iron stairs, Maclean and 
Co., Ltd.; Portland stone work, Nine 
Elms Stone Masonry Co., Ltd.;_ steel- 
work, Dawnays, Ltd. 


Gas supplies, North Thames Gas Board; 
sound absorbent ceiling tiles, Horace W. 
Cullum and Co., Ltd.; reinforced con- 
crete floors and staircases, Diespeker 
and Co., Ltd.; external Cornish granite 
work and internal marble floor and wall 
linings, Anselm Odling and Sons, Ltd. ; 
lift, Bennie Lifts, Ltd.; patent glazed 
walling ‘‘ Emalux,” John Ellis and Sons, 
Ltd.; lightning protection, R. C. Cutting 
and Co., Ltd. ; metal windows, Brunswick 
Metal Casement and Engineering Company, 
Ltd. 


Ground floor window backs and bronze 
grilles, H. N. Barnes, Ltd.; fibrous 
plaster, Clark and Fenn, Ltd. ; basement 
water proofing, Quickset Water Sealers, 
Ltd.; staircase balustrades, Grundy 
Arnatt, Ltd. and F. A. Norris and Co., 
Ltd. ; plumbing, W. H. Dutton and Co., 
Ltd. ; terrazzo pavings and staircases and 
lavatory partitions, W. B. Simpson and 
Sons, Ltd.; heating and hot water 
installation, Ellis (Kensington), Ltd. ; 
painting and decorations, T. H. Kenyon 
and Sons, Ltd.; and door furniture, 
Yannedis and Company, Ltd. 
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Typical upper-jloor plan. 
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First-floor plan. 
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The Lower School. 


MULTI-TYPE SCHOOL, GARRETTS GREEN 


for Birmingham Education Committee 


ALEX STEELE, Dip.Arch(Edin.), ARIBA, ARCHITECT TO THE COMMITTEE 


HE site allocated for this school is situated near the 
eastern boundary of the city in a rapidly developing 
municipal housing area. The area of land allotted for the 
whole project is 17.18 acres, of which 2.98 acres are temporarily 
occupied by prefabricated houses, leaving 14.20 acres for 
immediate development. The site is roughly trapezoidal in 
shape with the long axis running S.E.-N.W., parallel with 
public sewers across the site, situate 120 ft. from the S.W. 
boundary. No building is allowed within 6 ft. of the centre 
of the sewer. There is a general fall from N.W. to S.E. of 
23 ft. in the length of the site, with a promontory approxi- 
mately 20 ft. high near the N.E. boundary. 
Access to the site is granted to each boundary, with the main 


\ 





entrance from the S.W. The lower portion of the site 
becomes waterlogged in wet weather and land drainage is 
necessary. Due to the proximity of Elmdon airport, there is 
a height restriction of 50 ft. on buildings in this area. 

The project had to be planned as a multi-type school 
providing lower, middle and upper schools which would be 
capable of being recast, if necessary, into three separate units 
for grammar, modern and technical education. It was, there- 
fore, necessary to plan three separate entrances complete with 
foyers giving direct access to each assembly hall. 

A considerable amount of planning and structural research 
was carried out in order to evolve a unit incorporating a 
workable number of classrooms, complete with sanitary and 









































Block plan of the school and the 
immediate surroundings. 
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Perspective of gymnasium block from playing fields. 
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Ground floor and (right) first floor, gymnasium block. 


storage accommodation and with the minimum amount of 
circulation space; it was therefore decided that a vertical 
system of circulation would be adopted. The unit as finally 
selected comprised three classrooms, a combined store, a 
staircase, sanitary accommodation and one 960 sq. ft. room to 
be used for art and craft or general purposes. This unit, with 
minor variations, was adopted as the basis for the whole scheme. 


Research was then carried out into the structural com- 
ponents for the unit in order to standardise the steel work to 
the minimum number of different sized sections required for 
one complete unit. A bay of 20 ft. by 23 ft. 4 in. was selected, 
based on a 3 ft. 4in. grid, and it is intended that numerous 
other schemes will be designed on this grid in an attempt to 
standardise the steel requirements for the future building 
programme, as well as to enable the steel work to be ordered 
in advance from sketch plans. 


The whole of the construction of a unit was then considered 
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and details of cladding, prestressed concrete floors and roofs, 
together with all the possible prefabricated elements required 
in a unit were developed at the same time as the layout for the 
whole school was being prepared. 


PLANNING 


The presence of two trench sewers running the whole 
length of the site has forced the school to the back of the site 
where there was a considerable variation in levels. Advantage 
ef the sloping ground was taken by connecting the ground floor 
of the upper and middle schools to the lower school at first 
floor level. The building was then planned as three main 
blocks of three and four storeys high with connecting links 
containing science accommodation of two storeys in height. 


Dining accommodation was also planned to give vertical 
service and was placed in the connecting wing between the 
upper and middle schools. The kitchen, on the top floor, has 
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service lifts leading to the 
serveries feeding dining 
rooms on the ground and 
first floors. These dining 
rooms were planned to 
serve dual purposes, and 
sliding screens are to be 
provided in order to give 
additional teaching spaces 
when dining is not in pro- 
gress. In order to 
economise on circulation 
space the foyer to the 
upper school is also used as 
dining space. 
The specialist rooms, i.e. 
housecraft, have been 
placed near the middle 
school as a separate unit. 
The woodwork and 
metalwork accommodation 
was planned as a separate 
block in order to eliminate 
noise nuisance and_ has 
been placed beyond the 
existing sewers and is close 
pomrT a cenean | ~ ‘to the main entrance road 
wwon come | to the middle school to 
economise on road works. 
The gymnasia have also 
been planned as a separate 
block in order to economise 
in costs, each gymnasium, 
of which there are four, 
forming a side of a square 
with a quadrangle giving 
cross ventilation in’ the 
centre. The gymnasia are 
placed on the first floor 
with the changing accom- 
modation occupying part of 
the ground floor only. 
The site available allows 
the required hard paved 
areas to be provided and 
also gives a certain amount 
of playing field accom- 
ao modation. On the N.E. 
MIDDLE SCHOOL = _ boundary, and roughly in 
___E the centre of the site, there 
is an existing depression of 
some 10 to 15 ft. in depth, 
in which it is intended to 
place the excavated surplus 
material and, by means of a 
certain amount of site level- 
ling surrounding it, to pro- 
vide a natural open air 
theatre. 
The estimated cost is 
£550,000. 
Als \ Other architects who 
* Err Eers it be, assisted in the preparation 
Fou» ft aT ae | : of the scheme were Mr. 
tewct soo Ey pain 7 J. R. Sheridan-Shedden, 
- eases Dip. A'rch. (Cardiff), 
A.R.I.B.A., the Com- 
mittee’s Deputy Architect; 
| tm Mr. S. G. V. Milligan, 
Bik. oa SS FE A.R.I.B.A., Chief Assistant 
coe = 1 Architect; and Messrs. 
ae A. C. -Bird, A.R.1.B.aq 
C. T. Percival, A.R.I.B.A., 
UPPER SCHOOL and D. Smith, Student. 

R.I.B.A. 


Upper and Middle Schools. First-floor plan and (top) second-floor plan. (Continued on page 337) . 4 











MIDOLE SCHOOL 




















ART & CRAFT 








Room 


























UPPER SCHOOL 















































5 el 


















































rate 
nate 
has 
the 


mise 
um, 


uare 
ving 
the 
are 


itect; 
igan, 


SSIS. 





© 





february 29 1952 THE BUILDER 


Above : Elevation of the school from the south-west and (below) part of the south-west elevation. 
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Messrs. C. Bryant and 
Sons are engaged on the 
site preparation work, and 
building work is expected 
to begin in the early spring. 
The total cost of the first 
instalment of the school, 
which it is hoped to com- 
lete this year, is estimated 
at £166,544. Pa ne 
(Mme lomescst same 

s s 


BOILER HOUSE ASSEMBLY MALL 


MULTI-TYPE SCHOOL, 
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BIRMINGHAM EDUCA- 
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The craft block : Left, the ground floor ; right, the first floor. 
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TROPICAL HARDWOODS FOR BUILDING 


By NICHOLAS CLIFFORD 


T seems obvious that, for many years to 

come, there will be a great scarcity of 

the “‘ traditional ” building timbers. Un- 

less this scarcity can be overcome, the 

nation’s building programme must in- 
evitably suffer. 

On the other hand there has probably 
never been a greater range of hardwood 
timbers on the market than there is at the 
present time. Except for specialised uses, 
hardwoods have never been in great 
demand for building, but their substitu- 
tion for softwoods, whenever possible, is 
becoming a matter of increasing urgency. 

The comparative difficulty of working 
hardwood species, coupled with their 
greater weight, are two arguments fre- 
quently put forward against an extension 
of their use for building. Neither argu- 
ment is valid. The “light hardwood ” 
timbers now available are, in general, no 
heavier than the average hard pine ; they 
work easily, and are extremely well suited 
for carcassing and building work of all 
types. Being comparatively new to the 
trade their good qualities are not appre- 
ciated. The following brief notes on some 
light hardwood timbers will indicate their 
possibilities. ; 

Freijo is the British Standard name for 
the timber of Cordia goeldiana, but the 
wood has been imported under its Brazil- 
ian name of Fre jorge or even under such 
titles as Brazilian teak and Brazilian 
walnut. 

This is an exceptionally good general 
utility timber that has a_ superficial 
resemblance to teak, the colour being a 
pale golden-brown with a figuring of 
brownish or black streaks. The grain is 
usually straight, the texture medium- 
coarse but uniform, and the planed 
surfaces very lustrous. It is of approxi- 
mately the same density as Douglas fir. 
For all external purposes the timber is 
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Red meranti. 


Fig. 2. 


strongly resistant to fungal attack, and it is 
not greatly affected by insect pests. It 
seasons well with little warping and only 
slight end-splitting, and has the addi- 
tional advantage that, should it be neces- 
sary, it can be kiln-dried to an exceptionally 
low moisture content. 

Keen-edged tools are essential in work- 
ing, more especially in surfacing, but in 
all other respects the wood handles 
exceedingly well. In regard to its strength 
properties, these again are of a high order, 
the timber being stronger than home- 
grown oak. 

In the past freijo has been regarded as a 
cabinet timber, but its outstanding quali- 
ties make it particularly suitable for 
exterior joinery and similar purposes. 


WEST AFRICAN IDIGBO 


The West African idigbo (Terminalia 
ivorensis) is suitable for almost all building 
purposes, both interior and exterior. The 
timber is light yellow in colour with a faint 
growth-ring figure resembling a light oak 
in its general appearance (Fig. 1). In 
general the wood is straight grained and 
rather coarse-textured, while it has an 
average seasoned weight of about 35 Ib. 
per cu. ft. 

A common defect in large logs is 
“brittleheart ’’ (evidenced by the well- 
known ‘“ thunder-shakes’’) and for use 
where strength is an important factor the 
affected wood must be boxed out and 
rejected. Defect-free wood is not as 
strong as home-grown oak, but its strength 
properties are quite good. 

Idigbo has high natural standards of 
resistance to fungal attack, but insect 
damage is not uncommon in the log or in 
the seasoned sapwood; it is a difficult 
species to treat with preservatives and 
penetration is low even with pressure 
processes. 
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Chumprak. 


Fig. 3. 


In all working processes idigbo handles 
well, though it has a slight tendency to 
split in nailing. Except when brittle- 
heart is present the wood seasons well, 
and once dry it is not greatly affected by 
atmospheric changes. 

Red meranti (Shorea species) from 
Malaya is not altogether a “new” 
timber on the British markets, but was 
formerly regarded more as a mahogany 
substitute than as a structural wood. 

The sapwood of this timber is often 
sharply defined and yellowish-brown in 
colour, while the heartwood is a very 
definite shade of red or pink. There is 
no prominent figure, but ray flecking is 
not uncommon (Fig. 2). The grain is 
interlocked, the texture medium-coarse 
but even, the planed surfaces mildly 
lustrous, and the average weight 36 lb. 
per cu. ft. 

As a considerable number of species 
may be included in commercial consign- 
ments, the wood may be found to be 
rather variable, but in general it works 
easily. Some slight insect damage may 
occur but the wood stands up well to 
fungal attack and can be fairly readily 
treated with preservatives. Thin stock 
has a slight tendency to warp in seasoning 
but the rate of degrade is not high. 


YELLOW MERANTI 


A yellow meranti (Shorea species) is 
also available and differs from the fore- 
going chiefly in colour and density. 
Seraya, from North Borneo, is a timber 
with very similar properties, while chan 
and other Shorea timbers are less suitable 
for building work on account of their 
greater density. 

Meranti and similar timbers are now 
shipped from Malaya under the general 
description of ‘ Malayan light hard- 
woods,” but all timbers in this group 
conform closely to red meranti in their 
general characteristics. 

Chumprak (Tarrietia species) is rather 
heavier than the timbers described above, 
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It is a dark 
pjrownish-red in colour, the sapwood, if 
present, being quite distinct. The grain 
jssomewhat variable and the texture rather 
arse. ‘Lhe general appearance is shown 
in Fig. 3. 

This timber and that of menkulang 
fom Malaya are practically indistin- 
gushable. Both woods are reported to be 
severe On says and to show a tendency 
to split when being nailed. 

Another Tarrietia is nyankom from 
West Africa. This is lighter in weight 
than chumprak, but closely resembles it in 
appearance. It is considered easier to 
work, however, resists insect dttack well, 
js only moderately: resistant to fungus, 
and is not easily treated with preservatives. 
This timber is probably less suited for 
aterior work than chumprak. 

Another usefu] species is agba (Goss- 
seilerodendron balsamiferum) from tropical 
Mrica. In colour this is a yellowish-pink 
oa pink mahogany shade, unfigured, and 
oly mildly lustrous. Agba works very 
well, but is often gummy. Seasoning 
causes no difficulty (though there may be a 
tndency to end-splitting) and the wood 
rsists both fungal and insect attack. It 
available in timbers of good dimensions, 
but may show signs of brittleheart. ‘ 


Note: The photographs illustrating this article are 
ofplaned, unpolished timber. 


THE NEW HOUSING 
PROGRAMME 
Criticisms by A.B.T. 


THE executive committee of the Associa- 

tion of Building Technicians has 
issued a statement expressing its “ pro- 
found concern” at the housing policy so 
far announced by the Government. It sees 
n0 justification for any hope that this 
policy will lead to any substantial increase 
in the number of houses, while the new 
house plans represent, in spite of the Min- 
ster’s claim to the contrary, “the first 
rious reduction in post-war housing 
standards.” 

‘The statement continues: There is little 
sign of any positive policy by the Govern- 
ment to carry out the many recommenda- 
lions made since the war by various official 
committees, which have revealed the 
general backwardness and inefficiency of the 
building industry. On the contrary the 
Government’s housing programme, by 
handing back to private enterprise a larger 
share of the financing and building of 
houses, disrupts the efforts of many local 
councils to plan and programme their 
work on the most economic basis, and in- 
Viles private speculators to return to the low 
Standard building of the inter-war: years. 

The committee wish to draw particular 
attention to the following points: 

1. The power given to local authorities 
{0 increase the ratio of houses built by pri- 
vate builders is likely to diminish the 
amount of accommodation provided for 
those who are in most need in favour of 
those who can best afford to pay. As an in- 
Stance we quote the case of a typical pro- 
Vincial borough with a waiting list (revised 
‘very six months) of over 2,000 families, 
some of whom have been over five years on 
the list. The waiting list of applicants for 
licences to build is only 200—none of 










whom has been over three years on the list. 
- The increase in rents resulting from 
© increase in interest rates on loans 
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should be borne by increased subsidy con- 
tributions. 

3. We strongly oppose the reduction in 
overall house areas in the new plans 
issued as “ Houses 1952: A Second Supple- 
ment to the Housing Manual.” An exam- 
ination of these plans reveals that circula- 
tion area and effective storage area have 
been cut to such an extent that not only 
will the interiors of many of these houses 
appear mean and cramped, but the 
effective living space will be reduced. For 
example, widths of certain rooms have 
been reduced below reasonable minima; 
prams (or cycles) will sometimes have to be 
kept in living rooms, or in narrow entrance 
passages; living space is seriously affected 
by staircases which lead out of living 
rooms. For clean shape and freedom from 
awkward projections, the plans compare 
badly with those published in the previous 
manuals. We \consider that the claim to 
have cut only waste space and to have 
maintained Dudley Committee standards is 
false. We strongly urge local authorities 
not to build houses with an overall area 
below 900 square feet (for the three-bed- 
room house). 

We welcome the experiments in terrace 
houses and in whole-house heating, provi- 
ded that they are not used as means of re- 
ducing the effective area of the house 
below the Dudley Committee standards. 


i Shortages of Materials 


4. We doubt the claim put forward by 
the Minister that the new house types will 
to any very large extent increase the 
annual production of houses from “ the 
available materials, labour and money.” 
The chief saving will be in bricks and 
mortar, and to this extent more houses 
might be built than would otherwise be 
the case. It is evident, however, that there 
is going to be no increase in the produc- 
tion of sanitary fittings, grates, cookers, 
windows, electrical work and so on—and 
without an increase in components, which 
the rearmament programme appears to rule 
out for the time being, it is difficult to see 
how more houses can be built. 

On the question of supply of materials 
we again draw attention to the recom- 
mendations of the Simon Report, 1946, 
concerning monopolistic and _ restrictive 
practices, and suggest that public control 
(or the freeing of materials from restrictive 
private agreements) would improve the 
supply position and reduce costs. 

5. We are opposed -to ‘increasing the 
ratio of two-bedroom houses built by local 


_authorities beyond the present figure (39 


per cent.), unless local authorities can 
justify this by means of local housing sur- 
veys. It is fallacious to assume that a 
married couple, who are lucky enough to 
get a two-bedroom house now, can in a 
few years time move to a larger house. 

We recommend the three-bedroom house 
for four persons (that is, with one large 
and two small bedrooms) as a useful and 
economic alternative to the two-bedroom 
house. 

We deplore the fact that the Government 
has made no reference to houses for larger 
families (that is for six or seven-person 
families). 

6. We wish to draw attention to the 
fact that, apart from the hope that the 
Ministry bulletin, “‘ Houses 1952,” will also 
serve as a guide to private speculators, the 
Government has established no minimum 
standards for private builders. Here is a 
real danger to future housing standards. 
and we urge local authorities to compel 





developers to conform to their own stand- 
ards for local authority housing (basically 
those of the Housing Manuals). 

7. We believe the way to reduce hous- 
ing costs and to build more houses is: 

(i) To increase the efficiency of the 
building industry by an overhaul of its 
methods of tendering, site organisation 
and supervision, and 

(ii) To improve building technique by 
co-ordinating sizes for components, re- 
vising bye-laws and greatly increasing 
comprehensive building research. - 


THE TRAINING OF 
ARCHITECTS 


A London Discussion 


(THE setting up of a Building Centre for 

men and not only materials: a build- 
ing university where students for all sections 
of the industry could train, was advocated by 
Mr. C. WHITTAKER, an architectural student, 
in a discussion organised by the London 
Branch of the Association of Building 
Technicians on “ Architects’ Training and 
Efficiency in the Building Industry,” on 
February 26. The established architects’ 
viewpoint was given by Mr. Howarp 
ROBERTSON, A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A., S.A.D.G., 
and the chair was taken by Mr. F. R. 
YERBURY, Hon.A.R.I.B.A., director of the 
Building Centre. 


Mr. Whittaker thought that one of the 
greatest setbacks to the question was the 
isolation of the schools from the rest of the 
industry. He spoke of his own experience 
in having one month of practical experi- 
ence working on the Concert Hall site. This 
he found extremely salutory. He said he 
would like to see this scheme of working on 
the site more widespread; a move which 
would tie the schools in with the industry. 
The building university, that he envisaged, 
would give the opportunity to all those in- 
terested in building as a career of entering 
it on an equal basis. In this atmosphere, 
he thought it would be possible for one man 
to understand just what the other man was 
trying to do. 

Mr. Howard Robertson listed three rudi- 
mentary qualities that he, as a practising 
architect, would like to see in a young archi- 
tect coming to work in his office. First, he 
would want him to be capable of producing 
easily read and printable drawings and 
drawings that could be readily understood 
by an operative. This, he thought, was an 
enormous asset. Second, he would like him 
to be able to make a perspective sketch of 
a project which could be understood by the 
client; a simple request which in his experi- 
ence the modern young architectural assist- 
ant could not do. Third, he would like him, 
if possible, to have a sense of order; to keep 
his drawings, etc., in a reasonably tidy 
manner and to know exactly where things 
were. He made the suggestion that the 
curricula of schools might be more modest 
than they were to-day. He considered that 
on the whole, design subjects were too 
ambitious. It would be better to study a 
small simple project thoroughly than to 
study big projects. He disagreed With Mr. 
Whittaker in that he did not think it 
mattered if a student went out on the job 
to get practical experience. He believed 
that if he knew his job as an architect 
thoroughly he would be of greater value. 
He concluded by saying that when all 
sections of the industry knew their own jobs 
really thoroughly, then it would be a really 
efficient industry. 
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HOUSING 
Requisitioning of Premises 
(THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
has sent a circular (No. 23/52, dated Feb- 
ruary 19) to local authorities informing them 
that he has had under consideration the 
arrangements made during the war under 
which powers were delegated to clerks of 
local authorities to requisition premises for 
the accommodation of inadequately housed 
families with a view to bringing the system 
to an end. These arrangements, the circular 
continues, were made to meet war-time con- 
ditions and have been continued for a period 
after the war at the expense of the 
Exchequer in order to assist local authorities 
in the immediate post-war difficulties. 

The provision made by the use of exist- 
ing houses in this way is, however, only one 
way of meeting the housing needs of the 
district for which the statutory responsibility 
rests with the local authorities, who have 
a wide range of statutory powers for the 
purpose. A term must now be put to the 
financial responsibility of the Government 
for these arrangements which must be re- 
placed, so far as accommodation continues 
to be required, by services provided under 
the normal machinery of local government. 

The Minister recognises that in districts 
where any substantial number of houses are 
held under requisition the existing arrange- 
ments can be brought to an end only 
gradually, and he is requesting the local 
government associations to appoint repre- 
sentatives to a working party with officers 
of the Department to make recommenda- 
tions to him on this question. 

The circular goes on to say that a further 
communication will be addressed to local 
authorities as soon as the working party 
have reported, but the Minister has thought 
it right to give councils this advance notice 
of the general principle to be adopted in 
order that any arrangements which are found 
practicable for bringing to an end or 
diminishing the problem in particular dis- 
tricts may be considered without delay. 


Exhibitions of Ministry House Models 

It IS UNDERSTOOD that Mr. Macmillan is 
about to take a further step to stimulate 
housing authorities and show how houses can 
be built more cheaply and quickly. 

Exhibitions of large-scale models of two- 
and three-bedroom houses will be provided 
shortly at about a dozen centres throughout 
the country so that everybody can see what 
they contain and what they look like. These 
models are of houses whose purpose is to 
achieve a 10 per cent. saving in the main 
building materials, and a corresponding 
saving in cost and rents, without reduction 
in the sizes of rooms. 


Minister Receives Delegation 

Mr. MACMILLAN had discussions at the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
on February 21 with representatives of local 
authority associations. A statement issued 
later said that the meeting “ was for the pur- 
pose of discussion on the review of the 
housing subsidy and the sale of council 
houses.” 


Block Building Licences 


Wallasey Council’s decision to consider 
applications for the issue of block building 
licences to builders who show a consistent 
ability to build has been welcomed as a pro- 
gressive step in the borough where there 
is a waiting list of over 3,000. 
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RIBBON DEVELOPMENT 


End to Temporary Restrictions 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a circular (No. 
11/52), dated February 15, to local authori- 
ties, drawing their attention to the Restric- 
tion of Ribbon Development (Temporary 
Development) (End of War Period) Order, 
1952 (S.I. 1952 No. 167), which appoints 
March 1, 1952, as the end of the “ present 
war period ” for the purposes of the Restric- 
tion of Ribbon Development (Temporary 
Provisions) Act, 1943. 


The main effect of the Act of 1943 was 
to provide for the exemption from enforce- 
ment action, during the “present war 
period,” of development carried out (or 
retained) without the benefit of consent under 
the Restriction of Ribbon Development Act, 
1935. It was repealed by the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, but regulations 
made under Section 76 (6) ((Enforcement of 
Restriction of Ribbon Development Acts) 
Additional Regulations, 1948 (S.I. 1948 No. 
1126)) provided for development temporarily 
protected by the provisions of the 1943 Act 
to be treated as if it were the subiect of 
planning permission granted for a limited 
period. The effect of the present Order-in- 
Council is to terminate this limited period 
permission, and consequently the works or 
use become liable to enforcement action 
under Section 76 (2) of the 1947. Act— 
except, of course, in the case of any develop- 
ment originally carried out with planning 
permission. 

It will now be for the local planning 
authority to decide on the merits of the 
individual case whether enforcement action 
should, in fact, be taken or whether they 
should grant planning permission for the 
retention of the development for a, further 
limited period or in perpetuity. In so decid- 
ing they will no doubt have due regard to 
the need for the retention of buildings and 
works which are still serving a- useful 
purpose. 


ISSUE OF BLOCK LICENCES 
Minister’s Advice Upheld 


SPEAKING at the the annual dinner of the 
Winchester, Andover, and District “ Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers on Febru- 
ary 20, Mr. H. H. SHears, M.I.0.B., presi- 
dent of the Southern Counties Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, said the indus- 
try was prepared to accept the challenge 
placed before it by the Government and the 
nation. 

He expressed hopes that everything would 
be done to make a supply of materials avail- 
able, that there would be an easement of as 
many controls as possible, and that those 
which it was not possible to remove might 
at least be operated with flexibility. From 
the local authorities, Mr. Shears went on, 
the industry asked for a correct interpretation 
and adoption of the advice given recently 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. He hoped councils would act 
on that advice and have particular regard to 
the issue’ of block licences, licences for 
smaller houses for people who wished to 
leave larger ones, and an easier transfer 
of licences between one authority and 
another. 

From architects the industry wished a 
greater degree of co-operation to avoid mis- 
understandings and difficulties, and from the 
operatives they would ask for maximum 
effort. 


‘The doctor who, until now, was unable to 
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BUILDING IN EIRE 
Industry Freed from Control 


A MEETING of industrialists, architects, 
contractors, trades unionists and labourer 
was held in Dublin recently to prepare for 
what they expect will be the biggest building 
boom in the country’s history, writes 4 
correspondent. 

This, they say, will follow the lifting py 
the Eire Government of the grder imposed 
in 1945 prohibiting, except Under licence 
building construction costing more than 
£500. The decision to free building opera. 
tions of all kinds, irrespective of cost, which 
was taken on February 18, has been mad 
because of the improvement in supplies of 
labour and materials. 

Commenting on this’ decision, Mr. C. J, 
Burgess, director of the Federation of 
Builders, Contractors and Allied Employers 
of Ireland, said: “This will mean the free- 
ing of a considerable amount of work which 
has been ‘frozen’ for the past seven years, 


build a luxury-type house with consulting- 
rooms will be able to go ahead. So, too, 
will the man who wants to build a 14-room 
mansion, a dance-hall, a cinema or a 
factory.” 


THE USE OF LAND 
Possibility of Amending Legislation 
G PEAKING at Blackpool on February 24, 

Mr. C. N. THORNTON-KEMSLEY, MP, 
said that we could not remain indifferent to 
a scramble for land in which the farmer 
was always the loser. Some of these losses 
could be made up by the cultivation of hill 
and marginal land, but in many cases it 
would be wiser to direct necessary develop- 
ment elsewhere. 

“The nuisance value of restrictions im- 
posed upon laissez-faire development of land 
is far outweighed by the solid practical 
advantages of a planned land use,” said Mr. 
Thornton -Kemsley. “Effective planning 
would provide, in the widest sense, for the 
right use of our limited land area, it would 
promote industrial efficiency, ensure that 
necessary development is carried out with 
the least possible detriment to natural 
amenities and encourage a movement away 
from our already overcrowded cities. 

“The fundamental problem which faces 
planners is the problem of the extent to 
which limitations may be placed upon land 
use without payment of compensation. The 
1947 Act’s solution was to nationalise 
development rights in exchange for a claim 
upon a demonstrably inadequate global sum, 
and the imposition of a tax upon socially 
desirable development. : 

“T have little doubt that amending legis- 
lation will be brought forward: in the next 
session of Parliament. Whilst I have n0 
knowledge of the form that legislation will 
take, I hope it will provide for compensa 
tion for loss of development rights to be 
met in full without the limitation of a global 
sum. This could be done if the liability 
for payment were spread over a longéf 
period by the issue of Deferred Payment 
Certificates encashable upon the sale of the 
land or when development is refused, 
if as many categories as possible were 
moved from the liability to receive compet 
sation and to pay development charges. 
There should, for example, be no charge 2 
respect of permitted alterations to existing 
buildings or for changes of use of buildings, 
neither should a charge be made for the 
redevelopment, for a similar purpose, of # 
developed site.” 
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PRESTRESSED CONCRETE RESERVOIR AT CRAWLEY 
A Method of Construction New to This Country 
A. #. W. McINTOSH, BSc, MICE, Chief Engineer, Crawley Development Corporation 


PRESTRESSED concrete reservoir 

was completed last year at Crawley 
New Town as part of a_ scheme 
for water supplies to the town. ‘This 
reservoir, which is the first constructed 
in this country on the “‘ preload ”’ system, 
was built by Preload (Great Britain), 
Ltd., to the instruction of the chief 
engineer to the Crawley Development 
Corporation. It has a capacity of 250,000 ‘ 
gallons. 


The reservoir is a cylindrical structure 
of 50 ft. diameter, with a wall. height of 
21 ft. and a domed roof rising 6 ft. 3 in. 
The wall has been prestressed circum- 
ferentially and vertically, so that under 
all conditions of loading there is a residual 
compressive stress in the concrete. 

The circumferential method of pre- 
stressing is one developed by the Preload 
Corporation of America and consists of 
continuously wrapping high tensile steel 
wire round the wall under a high tension. 

Wall, floor and roof were all concreted 


in pneumatic mortar applied with Fa 
cement gun. ‘The mortar used was a 
machine-made mixture of dry sand and 
cement which was carried in suspension 
in a stream of compressed air through a 
flexible hose to a nozzle at the point of 
deposit. The water of hydration was 
introduced into the suspended material 
and air stream at the nozzle. 


THE CONCRETE MIXTURE 


The cement and sand in the mortar 
were used in the proportions of 1 part of 
cement to 4 parts of sand, based on the 
dry loose volume. The amount of water 
injected was such that the surface of the 
material when placed had a rich smooth 
appearance. Where the placing was on 
vertical surfaces the amount of water 
used was adjusted so that the material 
adhered to a thickness of about ? in. 
without support. 


As no concentrated loads were involved, 
the only requirements for the tank floor 
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were that it should be watertight and at 
the same time sufficiently flexible to 
deform slightly with any settlement that 
might occur in the sub-base. It consists 
of 2in. of monolithic pneumatic mortar 
reinforced with standard wire mesh, laid 
on a rough 3 in. base of 1 to 8 mix concrete. 

There is no expansion joint between the 
floor and wall—the two are rigidly tied 
together by }in. dowel bars at 12 in. 
centres—but to minimise differential 
shrinkage between them, the floor was 
kept continuously moist until the wall 
was complete. 

The wall consists of a 4-in. pneumatic 
Mortar core, of approximately 1 to 34 
cement to sand ratio, with a }in. thick 
pneumatic mortar layer added outside to 
give cover to the circumferential pre- 
stressing wires. 

Formwork, which was used only to the 
outer face of the wall, extended for the full 
length: and height. The mortar was 
placed from the inside so that the outside 
surface had a smooth finish which 
facilitated the placing of the circumferen- 
tial prestressing wires. 


PRESTRESSING WIRES 


The wire used for all the prestressing 
was 0.2in. diameter high tensile steel, 
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with a minimum ultimate tensile strength 
of 210,000 Ib. per sq. in. and a minimum 
stress at 1 per cent. proof stress of 
180,000 lb. per sq. in. For the vertical 
prestressing the wires are grouped in 
units of four and were placed into keys 
preformed in the concrete—keys which 
extended the full wall height and occurred 
at 2 ft. intervals on the outer face. When 
the concrete had reached a sufficient 
strength and the wires had been tensioned 
the keys were filled with pneumatic 
mortar, which gives the wires protection 
and bonds them finally to the structure. 

The hydraulic jack used for the vertical 
stressing was of a pattern developed by 
the Ministry of Works. It consists of 
four jacks automatically compensated so 
that the tension on each wire is the 
same. 

After vertically prestressing the wall, the 
formwork for the dome was erected and 
the dome itself cast. This consists of a 
2in. layer of pneumatic mortar of the 
same mix as that used for the wall; in 
this case reinforced with normal wire 
mesh. 


THE ‘“‘ MERRY-GO-ROUND ” 


After casting the dome, the circum- 
ferential stressing of the wall was carried 
out. It was done by a self-propelled 
machine, known as a “ merry-go-round,” 
which wound the wire round the wall in a 
continuous operation, at the same time 
accurately stressing it within specified 
limits and spacing it correctly. 

The “ merry-go-round ” consists of a 
cradle, slung from a trolley which runs 
round and round the tank on the top 
edge of the wall. A motor, mounted on 
the cradle, picks up a continuous chain 
which encircles the tank and propels the 
cradle along. The prestressing wire, 
which is fed from a coil on the cradle 
itself, passes through a specially hardened 
steel die which pays it out at a predeter- 
mined tension. For this tank the diameter 
of the die used was 0.177in. and the 
stress in the wire after it had cooled, 


Two views taken_during the circumferential prestressing of the tank by_the 


THE BUILDER 


140,000 Ib. per sq. in. 

As the ‘“ merry-go- 
round” circled the 
tank it was gradually 
raised by the sup- 
porting trolley so that 
the wire formed a 
continuous helix on 
the surface of the con- 
crete. The raising of 
the cradle was controlled 
so as to give the correct 
spacing of the wires, 
which varied from 14 
per ft. at the base of the 
wall to 4 per ft. at the 
top. Vertical adjustment 
of the die was possible 
either by raising the 
cradle relative to the 
trolley or by raising or 
lowering the die relative 
to the cradle. The 
second of these two ad- 
justments was necessary 
for placing the wires near 
the bottom of the tank 
where the die had to 
be supported below the 
cradle, and also at 
the top, where it was 
above the cradle. At 
the top of the wall 17 
circumferential wires 
were placed close to- 
gether in a 10 in. deep 
ring to provide an in- 
ward thrust at the base 
of the dome. 


METHOD OF WINDING 


Winding commenced from the bottom. 
After attaching the end of the wire 
firmly to the wall by steel collets in a 
special anchorage, the winding proceeded 
steadily upwards, the dome ring being 
wound last of all. The end of the wire 
in the dome ring was fixed to the tank by 
another anchorage unit similar to that at 
the base. For joining a new coil of wire 
to the end of a previous coil, a special 
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Rear view of “‘merry-go-round”’ machine showing tensioned wire 
coming into contact with tank wall. 


torpedo splice was used by which the ends 
of both wires are gripped in tapered holes 
by steel collets. In case the wire should 
break during the winding process, it was 
positively attached at set intervals to the 
tank wall by special anchorages. In this 
way breakage of the wire would not 
involve the rewinding of the whole tank, 
but only a small portion of it 

When stressing was complete, the 
dome formwork was stripped and the 





‘* merry-go-round ” machine. 
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Close-up of adjustable post housing wire- 
drawing die and clamping device. 
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cover coat applied to the outer face of the 
wall. 

All exposed outward facing surfaces 
were left with a natural gun finish which 
was treated with cement paint to give the 
structure a clean uniform appearance. No 
special finish was required on the inside 
other than minor items of making good. 
Pipes to the tank were run under the wall 
and the connections made to a sump in the 
floor. This is usually the most economical 
method of connecting up pipes, although 
openings can readily be left for them in the 
walls of “‘ preload type ” tanks. 


The tank was designed to give a 
maximum compressive stress in the wall 
concrete of 1,500 lb. per sq. in. when 
the wire was wound on<at its initial stress 
of 140,000 lb. per sq. in. Owing to 


shrinkage and creep this initial stress in 


the steel will decrease with time to 
100,000 Ib. per sq. in., or thereabouts, 
and give an estimated minimum working 
stress in the concrete when the tank is 
empty of 720 lb. per sq. in., and when 
full a minimum residual compressive 
stress of 50 lb. per sq. in. 





HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN FRANCE 


By B. S. TOWNROE, OBE, Hon.ARIBA 


ON after the war an article by me 

appeared in The Builder (August 24, 
1945) drawing attention to the way 
historic buildings in France were being 
allowed to decay. I had recently visited 
some of the most historic chateaux in the 
Touraine district and also a large number 
of less well-known buildings, and, in 
almost every case had been told of the 
ravages of dry rot. 


Some French architects then told me 
that France was suffering far more from 
the insidious and unseen ravages caused 
by dry rot than from Allied bombs and 
German sabotage, but there were neither 
the funds, nor the labour, nor the materials 
available to check the decay. 


Later I was fortunate enough to have a 
short conversation with the chief architect 
of the Palace at Versailles, M. Japy, who 
is doing his best to save the buildings with 
the money voted through the budget of 
national education. M. Japy has carried 
out many repairs including the restoration 
of the room where Maria Theresa, the 
wife of Louis XIV, died in 1683. Money 
has also been promised from the Casino 
of Enghien towards the complete restora- 
tion of the Opera House designed by the 
architect Gabriel, and completed for the 
Marriage of the Dauphin and Marie 
Antoinette. 


It is, however, freely admitted in Paris 
that the Palace is now in a dangerous state. 
impressive exterior conceals rotting 
ts and cracking stones, and rain and 
snow comes through the broken tiles. 
The roof itself covers over 27 acres, and 
men now have to be most careful to 
avoid falling through in some parts. The 
me for the condition of this national 
, is placed without any equivoca- 
ton on the short sightedness of successive 
governments, which have failed to provide 
hecessary funds. 


A direct consequence of this neglect 
is the present condition of Versailles. 
After the first World War the late Mr. J. D. 
Rockefeller came to the rescue and part of 
the roof was then renewed. To-day the 
chief architect is mainly occupied in 
giving first aid. Probably in the past 
British generosity would have been called 
upon to volunteer contributions, but to-day 
with our national and private finances 
under heavy strain, we have little left 
after trying to maintain our own national 
architectural treasures and keep our own 
homes in something like proper repair. 
British aid for Versailles, or indeed for 
any other building which belongs to the 
French Government, would in any case 
be negligible as compared with the 
immensity of the need. 


FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES 


The revelations of the structural condi- 
tion of many of the architectural treasures 
of France are only coming to light at a 
time when the French, like the British 
Government, are faced with heavy deficits 
in their national budget and when economy 
is being enforced owing to world con- 
ditions. 


A satisfactory aspect of this matter is 
the way a French casino is helping to 
preserve architecture. The profits in some 
of the Baccarat rooms in French casinos 
run into millions a year, and the proceeds 
of gambling may partly be used for the 
maintenance of the Versailles Opera 
House. In fact the task in every part of 
France in view of the condition of most 
French buildings which have had a life of 
50 years or more, is immense. Improvisa- 
tion may put off the evil day, but too often 
dry rot and the death watch beetle have 
made such progress that France will 
lose many of her finest treasures, unless 
effective action is taken quickly. 


TEMPLE BAR 


Search for Suitable Site Continues 


PROPOSALS for the return of Temple 

Bar to the City of London were taken 
a step farther on February 21 when the 
Common Council instructed its improve- 
ments and town planning committee to con- 
sider whether a site could be found in one 
of the reconstruction areas. 

The matter has been under consideration 
by the City lands committee for three and a 
half years. That committee had secured a 
site for the Bar at the Embankment end of 
Middle Temple-lane, the Societies of the 
Middle and Inner Temples having agreed ta 
be responsible jointly for maintenance 
Toward the cost of £25,000 for removal ani 
re-erection of the Bar the corporation would 
have found £10,000. 

The scheme, however, failed to meet with 
the approval of the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. Acting on the advice of 
his Advisory Committee, the Minister said 
that he could not give planning approval, on 
the ground that the large nineteenth-century 
building which would be behind the Bar 
would form a most unfortunate setting for it. 

At a meeting of the Common Council 
on February 21, The Times reports, 
the Chief Commoner, Mr. A._ 5S. 
HENDERSON, said that the Ministry had sug- 
gested that the City should find a more 
suitable site in one of the reconstruction 
areas. As that was not within the province 
of the City lands committee there was no 
option but to hand the matter over to the 
improvements and town planning committee. 

Mr. H. J. E. STINSON said that if the 
improvements and town planning committee 
returned to the court and said that the 
Embankment was the only site they would 
have moved a considerable way towards 
securing it for Temple Bar. 

The recommendation to send the matter 
to the improvements and town planning 
committee was agreed to by a large majority. 


St. Bride’s Excavation 


Mr. W. F. Grimes, the Director of the 
London Museum, has accepted the invitation 
of the executive committee of St. Bride’s 
Church restoration fund to direct exploratory 
excavations in the ruins of St. Bride’s 
Church, Fleet-street. The object of these 
excavations is to discover whether there is 
a crypt of the medieval church of St. Bride, 
which was destroyed in the Great Fire of 
1666, under the church built by Wren. Mr. 
Grimes has made a preliminary survey and 
has decided to trench down the centre of the 
nave in the hope of finding the floor of the 
earlier church. 


Canterbury Discovery 


During. excavations for rebuilding the 
library of Canterbury Cathedral, destroyed 
by enemy action in 1942, workmen have un- 
covered a Norman arch, cut through the west 
wall of the eleventh-century monastic dormi- 
tory near the site of the new library. The 
arch is believed to have been that of a 
window giving light to a vast crypt below the 
dormitory. 


Repairs to Worcester Cathedral 


Repairs to the tower of Worcester Cathe- 
dral will be started shortly. A licence has 
been obtained for the restoration of the west 
face, and the: other faces will afterwards be 
repaired in turn. A Staffordshire sandstone 
will be used for repairs to the stonework. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 


Flues for Solid-Fuel Domestic 
Appliances 

Tue Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
131.101 (1951), “Flues for Domestic 
Appliances Burning Solid Fuel” (price 5s., 
post free). It has been drawn up by a com- 
mittee convened by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects on behalf of the Council, 
and is a_ revision, following comments 
received, of the draft code previously issued. 


Particular interest will be found in the 
section on design considerations which are 
examined in general and in detail. Informa- 
tion is given on the size and height of flues 
recommended for different appliances, on 
the design of fire-place recess and throat, 
on bends and changes of section and 
terminals, and on the height and position 
of chimneys above the roof in relation to 
fire hazard and wind effects. Attention is 
given to prevention of damp penetration and 
to many details of work on site. 


There are eight diagrams illustrating the 
text. An appendix sets out the causes of 
condensation in flues and suggests methods 
of reducing the formation of condensate 
and for protecting the chimney walling from 
the effects of attack. 


Domestic Electric Water-Heater 
Installations 


THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
324.202 (1951), “Domestic Electric Water- 
Heating Installations ” (price 3s., post free). 
This code has been drawn up by a committee 
convened by the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on behalf of the council, and is 
a revision, following comments received, of 
the draft previously issued. It forms part 
of the series on the provision of domestic 
electrical equipment and apparatus, and 
deals with the design of domestic hot-water 
systems whether they rely solely on electric 
heaters or use electric heaters in conjunction 
with fuel-fired boilers. 


Great emphasis has been laid throughout 
on the importance of heat conservation and 
on the proper relative location of the various 
components of hot-water systems using elec- 
tricity. Advice is given on the necessary 
consultation at the planning stage and on the 
choice of materials, appliances and com- 
ponents. Recommendations are given on the 
desige of various types of system, on de- 
sirable water temperatures, and on volumes 
of stored hot water. Sections on inspection 
and testing and on maintenance are included. 
Appendices give useful information on fac- 
tors affecting heat loss and water flow, and 
on dimensions of water-heaters. Diagrams 
show typical layouts of water-heating 
.Systems using electricity and a method of 
fitting an immersion heater to a tank. 


In-situ Flocring 


THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
204 (1951), “ In-situ Flooring ” (price 7s. 6d., 
post free). This code has been drawn up by 
a committee convened by the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects on behalf of the 
council, and is a revision, following com- 
ments received, of the draft sub-codes pre- 
viously issued. 


The code deals with the following types 
of flooring: concrete, terrazzo, mastic 
asphalt, pitch mastic, cement rubber-latex 
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and magnesium oxychloride. For each type 
of flooring, consideration is given to the 
selection of materials, the suitability for 
various conditions of use and other matters 
affecting design. Recommendations are 
made regarding the bases upon which the 
flooring should be Jaid. Information is 
given on all work involved in the actual lay- 
ing of a particular flooring. There are notes 
on slipperiness, colour and texture, preven- 
tion of cracking, surface treatment, etc., and 
also on maintenance. 


Boiler Systems Using Solid Fuel 


Tue Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
403.101, “Small Boiler Systems Using Solid 
Fuel,” price 4s., post free. It was drawn up 
by a committee convened on behalf of the 
Council by the R.I.B.A., and the present 
code is a revision of the draft previously 
issued for comment. 


It describes and deals with the installation 
of hot water supply systems, and combined 
heating and hot water supply systems using 
solid fuel. It applies to independent boilers 
having from 2 to 5 sq. ft. of heating surface 
or back boilers having 1 to 5 sq. ft. of heat- 
ing surface, fitted in .open fires, cooking 
Tanges or stoves. 


The code gives the basic design require- 
ments for installations in small dwelling- 
houses of a floor area of up to about 1,500 
aq... arts The recommendations cover 
temperatures and draw-off quantities in rela- 
tion to capacities and fuel consumption. 
Advice is also given on the sizes of storage 
vessels, on pipe connections to them, and on 
the thermal insulation of pipes, cisterns and 
storage vessels to conserve heat and to give 
protection from frost. The piping installa- 
tion is dealt with very fully and there is 
information on valves, radiators, towel rails, 
mixing valves and water blenders. 


Masonry-Rubble Walls 


MATERIALS for and the design and con- 
struction of rubble-masonry walls of both 
solid and hollow construction are dealt with 
in Code 121.202(1951), “* Masonry-rubble 
Walls,” price 7s. 6d., post free. : 


It has been recognised that rubble-masonry 
is primarily a local craft peculiar to certain 
areas where stone is readily worked or avail- 
able and that in some parts local practice 
differs from that: enunciated in the code. 
Various aspects of the construction of this 
type of walling have been considered and 
general recommendations covering all types 
are set out. Descriptive details are 
illustrated by a number of photographs. 


Further points dealt with are minimum 
thicknesses, bonding, the dressing of stones, 
footings, damp-proof courses, bearings and 
surrounds to openings. Some recommended 
methods of construction are illustrated by 
diagrams, and advice is given on the choice 
and mix of mortar. 


Earth Retaining Structures 


THis code is one of a series which is 
being prepared and published under arrange- 
ments made by the Civil Engineering Codes 
of Practice Joint Committee constituted by 
the Institution of Municipal Engineers, the 
Institution of Water Engineers and the Insti- 
tution of Structural Engineers. 

The code deals with the design, con- 
struction and maintenance of all types of 
structures required to retain soils at a slope 
steeper than that at which they would natur- 


. 
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ally assume, orto protect soil banks against 
destructive agencies. It is applicable to 
structures for retaining solids other than soils 
provided their relevant characteristics can be 
ascertained but it does not deal with struc- 
tures for retaining liquids. 


Additional information is given in a series 
of appendices; items of special interest being 
an account of a number of wall failures 
which have occurred and a description jp 
some detail of various methods of under- 
water revetment. 


This code is published by the Institution 
of Structural Engineers and is obtainable 
from 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1, price 
15s., post free, 


Soil and Waste Pipes 


THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued Code 304, “ Soij 
and Waste Pipes Above Ground,” price 5s, 
post free, together with three sub-codes, all 
of which have been prepared for the Council 
by a Committee convened by the Institution 
of Municipal Engineers. 


The code describes in some detail the 
system which may be used, and makes 
recommendations on the layout of pipework 
and appliances, on suitable fixings for 
various types of pipes, on traps and ventilat- 
ing pipes, on the most likely points at which 
obstructions may occur and on methods of 
ensuring easy access at these points. 


General information is given on various 
methods of jointing pipes of different 
materials, and suitable methods of fixing. 
There are notes on testing soil and waste 
systems for watertightness, for hydraulic 
performance and for the stability of trap 
seals. Advice is also included on the main- 
tenance of pipework, fittings and fixings. 


Drawings show pipe sockets, lead tacks 
and other fixings, also access caps and covers 
of various types. Tables give rates of dis- 
charge for sanitary appliances in terms of 
flow units. Recommendations are made for 
pipe sizes for soil and waste pipes and 
suspended drains. 


Wooden Doors 


Cope 151.101, “Wooden Doors,” price 
5s., post free, deals with wooden doors of 
all types for normal purposes, their frames 
and linings, and the different methods em- 
ployed in hanging doors and fixing frames 
and linings. A comprehensive list of 
definitions is included and advice is given 
on the choice, sizes, weights and quality of 
timbers, on adhesives, preservatives, etc. 


Recommendations are made regarding 
durability, fire resistance and spread of 
flame, thermal insulation, sound insulation 
and pest infestation. The code mentions the 
various types of doors and their different 
manners of opening. Guidance is given on 
economy, strength, rigidity and dimensional 
stability. The work to be done off and on 
site is described, and there are alsc recom: 
mendations on _ inspection, _ testing and 
maintenance. Fifteen diagrams are incl 
illustrating the text. 

Painting 

The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form code 
231, “ Painting,” price 10s., post free. It was 
drawn up by a- committee convened 00 
behalf of the council by the R.1.B.A., and the 
present code is a revision of drafts previously 
issued for comment. A comprehensive list 
of definitions of terms relating to materials 
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and a fully descriptive schedule of. paint 
types is included. 


The code relates to the painting of build- 
ings for the purposes of decoration, protec- 
tion or hygiene, and includes a head code 
dealing with general considerations and sub- 
codes on particular aspects of painting 
wood; building boards, sheets and slabs; 
iron and steel; non-ferrous metals; plaster, 
concrete, brick and stone; lime plaster; cal- 
cium sulphate plasters; Portland cement 
concrete, plastering and rendering; brick- 
work; and stonemasonry. 


It also deals with all important points in 
the processes involved and gives recom- 
mendations on the selection of paints for 
different situations and materials, on the 
preparation of surfaces, application of 
primers, undercoats and finishing coats. The 
causes of some common defects in finished 
work are set out and recommendations made 
for avoiding their occurrence. Various 
appendices to the code complete a document 
which should prove of great value to the 
profession and trade. 


Electric Lifts 


THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
407.101, “Electric Lifts for Passengers, 
Goods and Service.” The Code has been 
drawn up by a Committee convened by the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers on be- 
half of the Council, and is a revision, follow- 


f 
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ing comments received, of the draft code 
previously issued. The price is 4s. 


B.S.S. for Copper Cylinders 


THE second revision of the British 
Standard for “Copper Cylinders for 
Domestic Purposes” (B.S. 699:1951)° has 
been issued by the British Standards Institu- 
tion, price 2s. 6d. post free. The revision 
has taken into consideration the present-day 
demands for copper cylinders, and resulting 
from this three new sizes have been added 
to the range in each of the three gradings. 
An important change has been made by 
giving the capacity in terms of the net con- 
tents held when full with no minus tolerance 
and omitting figures for nominal capacity. 
This has been done to assist users in meet- 
ing the requirements of water supply bye- 
laws, and the net capacity figures have been 
checked accurately with this object in view. 

Purchasers should now state clearly 
whether provision for an immersion heater 
or circulator is required, suitable positions 
for these fittings being suggested in an 
appendix. If not ordered with this provision, 
cylinders will be supplied without these con- 
nections, but it is recommended that pro- 
vision should be made at the time of manu- 
facture if the need for its use is likely to 
arise after the initial installation of the 
cylinder. 


«*s Except where otherwise stated, copies of these codes 
or standards may be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, London, S.W.1. 





LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
The Challenge of the County Development Plan 


Boe way our urban and rural land- 
scapes had developed, out of the soil, 
climate and configuration of the land, out 
of what had been good business at one 
time or another was not her purpose to 
describe, said Miss E. U. CHesTERTON, 
AA.Dip., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L., in a 
paper on “‘ Landscape Architecture in the 
County Development Plan,” which she 
gave at a meeting of the Institute of 
Landscape Architects held at the Housing 
Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1, on Feb- 
Tuary 21. 

“T am accepting what we find to-day— 
good and bad, and am going to look at it 
from the viewpoint of the local planning 
authority,” Miss Chesterton continued. 

“What is it to do and what can it do 
about ‘our urban and rural amenities ’ ? 
(I think this phrase probably means more 
to most local councillors than ‘ landscape 
architecture’ though goodness knows 

th are unsatisfactory and pompous 
enough). 

“The job really falls into three parts, 
the making of provisions in. the County 
Development Plan; day-to-day control 
of development on the basis of that plan ; 
and positive steps towards the improve- 
ment of the landscape in town and 
country,” 

After dealing in detail with these three 
aspects of the task in the main body of 
her paper, Miss Chesterton went on to 
give a warning about the dangers of 
planning authorities trying to do every- 
ung at once and becoming too deeply 
involved in matters of secondary import- 
ance. The speaker continued : 

To return to my earlier assertion— 
that what is good planning looks well 
it is far more important that the big 


problems should be met with courage, and 
these are worth spending money on. 
What matters is that villages and towns 
shall be a good and tidy shape, and the 
job of planning should be to lay the foun- 
dation for this. 

“It is a practical challenge with every 
argument in its favour: the retention of 
good agricultural land intact, the keeping 
of long lengths of traffic road free from 
obstruction, reduction in the costs of 
services, distances from school and other 
social amenities and the architectural 
appearance one might almost say thrown 
in, for the benefit of those who do not 
recognise it as an argument by itself. 

“At the present time everyone has 
become conscious that ribbon develop- 
ment is bad and permission has been 
successfully refused (right through to 
appeal) to applications that would have 
increased it. But the applicant’s very 
fair reply is, ‘ All right, where can I 
build then ? You tell me.’ It is the most 
embarrassing question a planning official 
can be asked and in answering I think 
he is often guiltily aware of the inadequacy 
of his reply—all he will probably be able 
to do is to indicate vaguely some well 
placed back land of small agricultural 
value and point out that if a part of it 
could be bought and if a proper means of 
access could be arranged (as likely as not 
this will be through land held in separate 
ownership) and if a proper layout were 
submitted for the whole area, the plan- 
ning authority would be likely to have no 
objection to the proposal. But such a 
task is altogether beyond the individual 
in most cases, and even if the licensing 
position did not prevent the speculative 
builder from operating, the opening up of 
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an acre or two of land to be used plot by 
plot was never his type of undertaking. 


OPENING UP. BACK LAND 


“Tt seems, therefore, that it is of the 
very first importance that planning au- 
thorities, in conjunction with local district 
councils, should be ready to take up the 
responsibility for opening up back land 
and making plots available to developers. 
The moment has come both on the 
outskirts of towns and in the larger 
villages when, if this is not done, there 
will be a complete deadlock and, when the 
pressure of public opinion becomes too 
great, utter chaos and the negation of 
many years of hard and thoughtful work. 
But can it be done? Perfectly, if the will 
is there and the necessity is accepted 
locally and as a piece of National policy 
because the powers are available. 

County boroughs are responsible both 
for making their own plans and executing 
them. Within the plan form they have 
decided upon they can either buy land by 
agreement at a valuation figure, or desig- 
nate land as for compulsory purchase in 
their development plans. 

“The land having been acquired, the 
county borough can either develop itself, 
partially develop by the making up of 
roads, etc., or dispose of the land by 
lease or sale to private developers. And 
now, as a further help, where land is 
developed privately the recovery of road 
costs has been safeguarded and the pro- 
cedure simplified through the recent 
New Streets Act, 1951, which requires a 
payment or security for a payment to be 
given to the local authority before the 
approval of building plans. 

“The other developing authorities, 
county district councils, are planned by 
county councils, and here, if there is to be 
any success in providing for development 
on the lines already discussed, both parties 
will have to see eye to eye. There are 
certain difficulties and frictions inherent 
in one authority making a plan and an- 
other executing it, but if only the objective 
can be kept sufficiently in mind, it ought 
to be possible to overcome them. 

“To sum up, the provisions of the 
county development plan establish a 
general policy, and that done, landscape 
architecture, amenity, whatever you like 
to call it in a county will depend primarily 
on two things: the quality of the day- 
to-day control of development, and 
whether or not the nation, the planning 
authority and the local district councils 
can accept the responsibility for opening 
up back land: in fact, take an active part 
in promoting development in the right 
places. 

“T feel so strongly about this that I 
shall end by quoting someone else 
whose views will carry far more weight 
than mine. Mr. Henry W. Wells, Chair- 
man of the Hemel Hempstead New Town 
Corporation, said to the Town and Coun- 
try Planning School last year: ‘In my 
considered opinion, whether we like it 
or not, positive planning, if it is to have a 
noticeable effect, must be dependent upon 
the acquisition of land by local authorities 
or governing agencies, so that these bodies 
are in the position of initiating develop- 
ment of land by virtue of their ownership 
of it.’ ” 
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BUILDERS’ FINE REDUCED 


London Appeals Committee’s Finding 


REPAIRS to an historic Hampstead house 

which exceeded the licence by £2,506 
formed the subject of an appeal before the 
London Sessions Appeals Committee recently, 
when Messrs. Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd., 
builders, of 100, Park-lane, W., appealed 
against a fine of £500 which had been inflic- 
ted by the Hampstead Bench for carrying out 
reconstruction work on “ The Vine,” Hamp- 
stead, without there being in force a licence 
granted by the Minister of Works. 

Mr. Kenneth Jones, counsel for the Hamp- 
stead Borough Council, said that the owner 
of the house, Mr. Bernstein, was also 
summoned and fined £100 and £10 10s. costs 
and was not appealing. The maximum fine 
that could have been imposed on Messrs. 
Gee’s was £2,506. 


The work was being carried out on a pri- 
vate house of historic interest, which had 
been rendered necessary by the presence of 
dry rot and woodworm at the top part of the 
house. Messrs. Gee’s were granted a licence 
for £695, but the actual cost of the completed 
work was £3,201, an excess of £2,506 which 
constituted the maximum penalty. In all 
probability the licence for this work would 
have been granted if it had been applied for. 
The builders, in fact, made an application 
for a further licence for £1,750, but when 
the representative went to look at the 
premises he found that most of the work 
for which application was made had, in fact, 
been carried out. For that reason no licence 
was granted. 


Messrs. Gee’s wrote to say they were sorry 
they had overstepped the mark and ex- 
plained that they found it difficult to deter- 
mine when they were overstepping the 
licenced work. They pointed out that the 
owner and his family were living in the house 
while the work was being done and they 
*wanted to complete it quickly. The whole 
of the work was done with the approval of 
the district surveyor, but it still required a 
licence. 


Replying to Mr. A. W. Cockburn, Q.C., 
Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Jones said 
that if the builders had followed the right 
procedure in all probability the work would 
have been licenced. 


“The usual charges in cases of this sort 
arise out of cases where builders have used 
bricks and mortar which should have been 
used on other premises, but that is not so in 
this case,” he went on. “This is a case 
where the builders, in our submission, 
deliberately carried out work far in excess 
hoping the matter would be overlooked or 
condoned by the local authority after it had 
been done. In one sense it is a technical 
offence, but from the point of view of the 
local authority, if it was thought they would 
condone grave breaches of procedure, it 
would not be long before a horse and cart 
were driven through the whole system.” 

Mr. Jones added that this was a house 
of historical interest, and it was necessary 
for the Town and Country Planning Com- 
mittee to be informed before any structural 
alterations were made, so that the character 
of the house was not destroyed. 


Mr. J. Sutcliffe, counsel for Messrs. Gee’s, 
said that the firm had a high reputation. 
The district surveyor gave instructions that 
the whole roof should be stripped back, 
and when this was done, it was clear 
that further extensive work would 
have to be carried out. Plans were 
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prepared as well as_ specifications - and, 
meanwhile, the work continued because of its 
urgency. The Hampstead Bench had thought 
fit to inflict a heavy fine which was damag- 
ing to the reputation of this well-known 
company. 

The committee ordered the fine of £500 to 
be reduced to £100 and granted a formal 
seven days in which to pay. 


ILLEGALLY ACQUIRED 
STEEL 


Engineer Fined £200 


R acquiring just over 92 tons of steel, 
contrary to the Control of Iron and 
Steel (No. 62) Order, 1948, Charles Percy 
Callard (40), engineer, living in the ss. 
“ Olivia” at Strood, nr. Rochester, was at 
the London Sessions on February 21 fined 
£200 and 20 guineas costs. He was 
allowed seven days in which to pay, or 
sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment in 
default. P 
On charges of forging an authority for the 
acquisition of steel sheets with intent to 
deceive, the jury found him not guilty. 


He pleaded not guilty to acquiring 
2 tons 17 cwt. 2 qtrs. and 9 tons 18 cwt. 
of steel sheets from Messrs. R. Williams 
(Steel Stock Holders), Ltd.; 5 tons 1 cwt. 
3 qtrs. 4 lb. from the General Steel and Iron 
Co., Ltd.; and 9 tons 2 cwts. 1 qtr. of steel 
sheets from W. A. Bennett, Ltd., otherwise 
than in accordance with the Order. 


Mr. Edward Clarke, counsel for the Minis- 
try of Supply, told the jury that steel could 
not be acquired except with a document 
called a control authorisation. Once a firm 
had been granted the authorisation, they 
could then issue authorisations for sub-con- 
tractors to obtain the steel. 
well-known firm of Messrs. Richard Crittall, 
of Braintree, Essex, had a perfectly legitimate 
authorisation issued to them by the Air 
Ministry to acquire 150 tons of steel for 
the construction of airmen’s quarters in 
barrack blocks. Messrs. Crittalls could not 
get the steel owing to the shortage, and 
before the end of 1948 they returned their 
authorisation. 


In February, 1949, Callard, who was 
trading as P. C. Callard, manufacturer’s agent, 
in Clarges-street, Piccadilly, was alleged to 
have issued four forged authorisations, all 
of which bore the reference figures which 
had been issued to Messrs. Crittalls. It 
would appear that Callard by some means 
obtained the numbers of Messrs. Crittalls’ 
cancelled authorisations and used them to 
acquire steel for his own benefit. From the 
three firms Callard acquired over 25 tons 
of steel sheets with the aid of the forged 
authorisations. 

Giving evidence on his own behalf, Callard 
said that at the time he was in partnership 
with men named Davis and Pyatt. He had 
signed the authorisation forms, which were 
supplied to him by a friend of his named 
Whitton. He (Callard) asked Whitton, who 
supplied all the details on the forms, why 
he did not himself receive the authorisa- 
tion, and Whitton replied that they came 
from an official of Messrs. Crittalls, and 
it was only later that he discovered this was 
not true. Whitton then told him to say 
that he had obtained the steel on 
behalf of a Mr. Clark, who Whitton would 
later introduce. When he saw the Ministry 
of Supply investigators, he did not give them 
Whitton’s name because he was a friend and 
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a good customer. The steel obtained with 
the authorisations had gone to Whitton. 


In cross-examination, Callard agreed that 
that was the first time he had ever referred 
to Whitton. The last news he had was that 
Whitton was dead. The partnership he was 
in was dissolved early in 1950 and, as far 
as he knew, Davis was in the South of 
France. 

After the jury’s verdict, Det.-Sergt. James 
Still said that Callard had six previous con- 
victions. He desired eight other offences of 
acquiring steel in 1948 and 1949 to be taken 
into consideration. This brought the total 
amount of steel- he had acquired up to 
92 tons 8 cwt. 

Ordering the fine, Mr. Anthony Hawke, 
the chairman, said that he was bound by 
the verdict of the jury, which had acquitted 
Callard of the counts in the indictment which 
involved dishonest intention. He therefore 
had to treat this as a case in which there 
had been acquisition of a considerable 
quantity of steel at a time when it was 
strictly controlled, without it being an 
ingredient of the offence that Callard had 
a guilty mind. 


WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 


Furnishing of False Information 
Alleged 


A FINE of £50 with 15 guineas costs was 

imposed by Mr. Frank Powell, the 
Clerkenwell magistrate, on February 21, 
when John Roger Farrell, aged 26, of 62, 
Westwood-hill, S.E.26, appeared on an ad- 
journed summons for furnishing information 
which was false in a material particular in 
respect of war damage repairs to a house at 
99, Belvedere-road, Penge. 

Farrell had pleaded guilty to the summons 
and at the previous hearing Mr. G. Pollard, 
prosecuting counsel, said that work of an 
estimated value of £174 included in the 
specification approved by the War Damage 
Commission had not been carried out. 

On February 21 Mr. Pollard said the 
magistrate adjourned the matter for the 
defendant to pay back £174 to the War 
Damage Commission. “I understand no 
payment had been made,” he added. 

Mr. Denis Purcell, counsel for the defence, 
said the magistrate had expressed some sym- 
pathy with the defendant who took over 
building operations on behalf of a Mrs. 
Blackwell, and Mrs. Blackwell then went 
away for six months. He put in for work 
he had done for her which was not, strictly 
speaking, war damage. 

“T may say there are actions pending 
against Mrs. Blackwell,” he added. 

The defendant, said counsel, eventually 
went bankrupt and joined the firm of 
Hathaways. When he received the cheque 
from the War Damage Commission, he paid 
half the amount into Hathaways’ account 
and the other half went to pay workmen 
and to pay for goods. Farrell did not gain 
anything for himself. Hathaways had not 
denied liability in the matter. 

Counsel said that Farrell had asked him 
to suggest that he should pay £10 a month 
until such time as he could get some money 
from Mrs. Blackwell or Hathaways. 

Mr. Pollard said he thought he ought to 
mention that Mrs. Blackwell paid the defen- 
dant some money before he started work. 

Imposing the fine and costs, the magistrate 
said payment could be made at the rate of 
£10 a month. 
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DEVELOPMENT IN U.K. DEPENDENCIES 


Progress and Plans 
[From a Correspondent] 


HE broad lines of British colonial policy 

have long been a matter of common 
agreement between all sections of the United 
Kingdom Parliament. On assuming office 
after the change of Government in October, 
the new Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, restated the two fun- 
damental aims of this policy as follows: 
“First, we all aim at helping the colonial 
territories to attain self-government within 
the British Commonwealth. To that end 
we are seeking as rapidly as possible to build 
up in each territory the institutions which its 
circumstances require. Second, we are all 
determined to pursue the economic and 
social development of the colonial territories 
so that it keeps pace with their political 
development.” 


Economic Development 


The main emphasis in development is on 
schemes which will strengthen the revenues 
of the dependencies so as to ensure that they 
will be able to maintain and expand their 
social services. Financial assistance towards 
economic and social developments and for 
scientific research connected with these 
schemes is provided by the Colonial De- 
velopment and Welfare Acts of 1945 and 
1950 under which £140 million is being made 
available from the United Kingdom Ex- 
chequer up to 1956. By March 31, 1951, 
grants and loans made under these Acts 
totalled £78,735,238. An earlier Act of 1940 
had already. provided over £30 million 
before the 1945 Act came into force. In 
addition, the Colonial Development Cor- 
poration, set up in 1948, has borrowing 
powers of up to £100 million for promoting 
economic projects in the dependencies, To 
November, 1951, the Corporation had 53 
schemes in operation involving a capital 
commitment of some £33 million. Loans 
raised by the dependencies on the London 
market provide a further source of finance, 
and assistance has also been received from 
the United States Economic Co-operation 
Administration (ECA). 

Most territories have drawn up long-term 
development plans. By March 31, 1951, 
27 such plans had been approved, involving 
a total expenditure of about £227 million 
from local resources, loans, and Colonial 
Development and Welfare allocations. Out 
of this total, 43.2 per cent. is devoted to 
‘social services, 26.4 per cent. to economic 
development, 21.9 per cent. to communica- 
tions, and 3.5 per cent. to other projects. 
The execution of these plans continued at a 
Tapid pace during 1951, in spite of some 
difficulties in securing supplies of capital 
equipment. 

Agriculture is still the mainstay of the 
economy of most territories. Some, how- 
ever, have important mineral resources, and 
the development of industry is being en- 
couraged wherever possible. The growth 
of secondary industries continued in most 
territories and a number of new factories 
Were established during the year. Large- 
scale industrial development, however, de- 
pends very largely on the various hydro- 
electric schemes which are under construc- 
tion or consideration. The most advanced 
of these is the Owen Falls scheme on the 
White Nile in Uganda, where work is pro- 
ceeding on the building of a dam and power 
Station. Other major projects under con- 


sideration are the Kariba Gorge scheme on 
the Zambesi river in Central Africa and 
the Volta River project in the Gold Coast. 


In all territories efforts are being made to 
improve and expand communications to 
keep pace with economic development. 
Among major railway development projects 
in hand during the year were the survey for 
a rail link between Northern Rhodesia and 
Tanganyika, and a large programme of ex- 
pansion on the Rhodesia railways. Both 
schemes are ‘being assisted from ECA funds. 
Road developments were reported from most 
territories, and in West Africa and Malaya 
the expansion of ports is receiving special 
attention. An outstanding event in the de- 
velopment of air services was the opening 
of the enlarged airport at Entebbe, Uganda. 


The increasingly important part which 
the dependencies are now playing in Com- 
monwealth and world trade is one measure 
of the ground covered in establishing the 
economic conditions necessary for their ad- 
vance in other fields. During 1950 they 
accounted for nearly one-sixth of total 
Commonwealth trade. In world trade their 
share was 5.8 per cent. of world exports 
and 4.8 per cent. of world imports, com- 
pared with the United Kingdom’s share in 
world trade of 10.6 per cent. of exports and 
12 per cent. of imports. In the second half 
of 1950 the dependencies’ net dollar earnings 
reached an annual rate of $550 million com- 
pared with some $200 million in 1948 and 
1949. In the same year the United King- 
dom supplied 27 per cent. of the total 
imports of the dependencies and took 23 
per cent. of their total exports. The depen- 
dencies supplied 10.6 per cent. of the United 
Kingdom’s imports as compared with 9.8 
per cent. in 1949. During 1950 exports of 
steel and cement from the United Kingdom 
to the dependencies increased; a matter of 
vital importance to these territories in carry- 
ing out their development plans. 


The Social Services 


While these economic developments are 
proceeding, every effort is being made to 
raise standards of health and education. 
In almost all territories progress was re- 
ported in the building and expansion of 
hospitals and the provision of up-to-date 
equipment. Education at all levels has 
been rapidly expanding since the end of the 
war. The provision of school buildings to 
keen pace with this expansion is one of the 
problems. In both East and West Africa 
important plans for the expansion of African 
education were published during the year. 


Much importance is attached to the de- 
velopment of technical’ education, in view 
of the territories’ need for skilled tech- 
nicians. Trade schools and_ technical 
institutes are increasing everywhere, and in 
the more advanced territories institutions are 
being provided for teaching commercial and 
technical subjects up to professional stan- 
dards. In the Gold Coast and Nigeria, for 
instance, Colleges of Arts, Science and 
Technology are being established; the Gold 
Coast College, known as the Kumasi Col- 
lege of Technology, was opened during the 
year, and in Nigeria building is in progress 
on a tripartite college with branches at 
Ibadan, Enugu and Zaria. 


Higher education in the dependencies is 
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provided by three universities (in Malta, 
Hong Kong and Malaya) and four university 
colleges (in Nigeria, the Gold Coast, East 
Africa and the West Indies). The institue 
tions in the dependencies, though still young 
and as yet able to meet only a small pro- 
portion of the demands for higher education 
in these territories, are growing steadily. 
They were able to accommodate some 400 
more students than in the previous session 
and good progress was made during the year 
with building programmes. Thé financial 
support they are receiving from many 
sources—United Kingdom Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare funds, local Governments 
and private organisations and individuals—is 
also encouraging. 


Research and Surveys 


In all developments research and surveys 
are playing a vital part in assembling basic 
information. The bulk of such work is 
financed from a _ special allocation of 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 
Between 1940 and March 31, 1951, ex- 
penditure and commitments on research 
schemes amounted to some £9.6 million, 
and additional assistance of about £2 million 
had been provided in cash or in kind by 
Colonial Governments and by industry. 
During 1950-51, 57 new schemes and 60 
supplementary schemes were approved at 
a total cost of £24 million, the highest 
annual figure recorded. Most of this work 
is carried out under the general supervision 
of the Colonial Research Council and 
specialist advisory committees, and covers 
a vast range of development problems in 
medicine, agriculture, social science, 
economics and many allied subjects. 

Centralised research is carried out at insti- 
tutions in the United Kingdom, but increas- 
ing emphasis is also being placed on the 
development of facilities for research in the 
dependencies, and the number of institutions 
there is steadily increasing. Among those 
opened in 1950-51 were the West African 
Institute for Trypanosomiasis Research, the 
new Sugar Technology Laboratory at the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in 
Trinidad, and the new research station in 
Uganda of the Empire Cotton Growing 
Corporation, the cost of which was partly 
met by a Colonial Development and Welfare 
research grant. Progress was also made on 
building and staffing at a number of other 
centres, including the institutions for social 
and economic research in the West Indies, 
East and West Africa. 


Most of the dependencies now have their 
own Geological Surveys whose work includes 
the investigation of mineral deposits, the 
finding of water supplies, assistance with 
large engineering projects and _photo- 
geological mapping. Considerable progress 
was made during 1950-51 in all these fields, 
and more geological mapping was carried 
out than in any previous year. The overseas 
staff of the Surveys had increased to 155 in 
1950 compared with 58 in 1947. The 
Directorate of Colonial (Geodetic and Topo- 
graphic) Surveys is being assisted in air 
photography by the R.A.F., and a large 
programme was covered in Africa during 
1950-51. . Air-photography is also being 
carried out in the Caribbean, and a number 
of field surveys are in progress, chiefly in 
connection with railway developments in 
East Africa. 


Colonial Service Recruitment and Training 


By 1951, there were under 1,000 outstand- 
ing vacancies in the Colonial Service, or less 
than at any time since the end of the war. 
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In 1950, nearly 1,600 appointments were 
made—about 175 more than in 1949—and 
although the average number of vacancies 
declared monthly by Colonial Governments 
was higher than in 1949, the actual rate of 
recruitment more than kept pace with the 
current demand. While there were still 
many vacancies in the medical, engineering, 
educational and agricultural branches of the 
Service, the number of vacancies in the 
administrative, geological survey and legal 
services was reduced to very small propor- 
tions. That the scale of recruitment is now 
five times larger than in 1938, when 344 
appointments were made, is some indication 
of the increasing pace of development which 
calls for more and more trained people for 
a widening range of jobs. Recruitment 
from the United Kingdom is only for senior 
posts for which suitably qualified and ex- 
perienced local candidates are not yet 
available. 


L.M.B.A. 
Badges for Area Chairmen 


Two of the L.M.B.A. new area chairmen, 
Mr. G. H. Flesher of the Northern Area and 
_ Mr. W. Gordon Lilly of Central Area No. 1, 
now have badges of office. They are, in 
both cases, gifts of past area chairmen. 


The Northern Area badge was presented. 
to the area by Mr. George W. Reed, last 
year’s area chairman; the No. 1 Area badge 
is the gift of the past No. 1 Area chairmen 
collectively. 


The badges, which were designed and 
executed by the Goldsmiths and Silversmiths 
Company, are in silver gilt, and include a 
replica of the shield from the L.M.B.A. coat- 
of-arms. 


At the meeting of the Northern Area at 
which the new chairman’s badge of office was 
presented, high tribute was paid to the 
borough engineer of Hendon, Mr. A. O. 
Knight, who is shortly to retire after 31 years’ 
service with the council. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
University Grants 


UNIVERSITY GRANTS rising from £20m. in 
the next academic year (compared with 
£16,600,000 in the current year to £25m. 
in 1956-57 were announced by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in a Parliamentary 
written reply recently. The increases in the 
later years, Mr. Butler stated, should enable 
some development to be undertaken. While 
it remained necessary to control building 
work, provision for University building 
would be made annually, but the Chancellor 
would consider whether he could at a later 
stage give any guidance to the Universities 
about their long-term’ plans. 

The Chancellor went on to ‘say that he 
realised that it would be helpful to the 
Universities to have some assurances as to 
the scale of non-recurrent grants for capital 
expenditure, which would be available to 
them over the quinquennium. This was, 
however, not a matter of financial provision 
only. ‘The demand for building work for 
purposes of major importance to the economy 
so far exceeds at present what can be done 
by the building industry that it is necessary 
to control the distribution of building work 
through the investment programme and the 
licensing system. So long as this situation 
continues, it is not possible to give long- 
term assurances as to the amount of building 
work which the Universities can undertake, 
and provision will be made annually in 
accordance with the general investment 
policy, as in the later part of the present 
quinquennium. I shall, however, consider 
whether I can, at a rather later stage, give 
any useful guidance to the Universities as 
to the scale on which they should frame their 
long-term plans.” 


Self-Help Groups 


On February 19, in answer to questions 
by MR. VAUGHAN-MorGAN and MR. PATRICK 
MAITLAND on the issue of building licences 
to self-help building groups, MR. MACMILLAN, 
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Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
said he would like to show his appreciation 
of the initiative of any self-help group which 
could satisfy the local authority that its 
members had the will and the resources to 
complete the building of a small number of 
houses quickly. It would be for the loca] 
authority to decide how many houses could 
suitably be authorised at any one time. Loca] 
authorities knew that in general the more 
houses that were built in their area the more 
would be authorised. 

Mr. Macmillan added that he would send 
a circular to local authorities urging them 
to give every encouragement and assistance 
to these groups. 


Steel Allocations 


On February 19, Mr. Epwarp Davies 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what reduction had recently 
been made in the allocation of steel to his 
department for housing and ancillary work: 
and what complaints he was receiving of 
shortages. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that steel for these 
purposes was being made available, subject 
to the exercise of proper economies in its 
use. 


War-Damaged Cities 

On February 19, Mr. AwBery asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what alterations had been made in the allo- 
cation of capital to each of the heavily war- 
damaged cities for the current as compared 
with last year. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the progress of 
reconstruction in the blitzed cities would 
depend upon the amount of steel which 
could be provided for this purpose. He 
hoped to be able to allocate sufficient capital 
for all work for which steel could be made 
available. 


Sale of Council Houses 


On February 19, | WiNG-COMMANDER 
BuLLUS asked the Minister of Housing and 
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PREFABRICATED 
INSULATED ROOFING 


THE present acute steel shortage, particu- 
larly of sections normally used in roof con- 


struction, has prompted L. Whitaker and ° 


Co. (London), Ltd., 45, St. Mary’s-road, 
Ealing, W.5, to commence production of a 
prefabricated insulated roof consisting of 
light timber trusses supporting a covering of 
insulating board and asbestos cement sheet- 
ing. 

Standard construction, intended for 
schools, offices and similar buildings, com- 
prises trusses for spans up to 30 ft. at 224 
degrees pitch and spaced at 2-ft. centres, 
thus providing ceiling joists at this spacing. 
The whole roof structure, including wall 
plates, trusses, ridges, eaves, verge fascia 
boards, barge boards and eaves and verge 
soffit linings, is prefabricated and delivered to 
the site for erection. 

All trusses are designed to span between 
exterior walls, which makes intermediate 
supports unnecessary, and an allowance for 
ceiling load of up to 4 Ib. per sq. ft. is made. 

On buildings of an industrial type, where 
no ceiling is required, trusses can be designed 
and prefabricated for any span and at any 
spacing. At present, trusses and roof 
framing are carried out in imported soft- 
woods, but the possibility of using licence- 
free hardwoods is being explored. 
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Local Government if he would now make 
, statement about the regulations under 
which local authorities could sell council 
houses to existing tenants. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was discussing the 
matter with representatives of the associa- 
ions of local authorities and hoped to make 
4n announcement shortly. 


BE.A. Building Authorisation Change 


On February 25, Mr. GEOFFREY LLoyD, 
Minister of Fuel and Power, stated, in reply 
fo questions by Wing - Commander Bullus 
ad Mr. Marlowe concerning building 
licences granted to the Yorkshire Electricity 
Board, that part of the difficulty in this case 
arose out of the form of authorisation, which 
dated from the early days of the war and was 
designed to meet war-time conditions. He was 
yranging to alter the form of authorisation 
for building work on offices, showrooms and 
the like so as to make it quite clear that the 
work was controlled not only by the plans 
but by the sum of money specified in the 
authorisation. 


Housing Policy 

In the House of Lords on February 26 
LorD SILKIN called attention to housing and 
moved for papers. 

He said the shortage of houses had re- 
silted in acute hardship and suffering as 
well as economic loss to the community. 
It was, therefore, good politics to play on 
this need, to make reckless charges against 
the previous Government, and to make 
famboyant promises to the electors before 
and during the election. The time had 
come to redeem those promises and _ the 
Opposition would watch with interest. 
Already the Government were .in a more 
chastened mood. 

The total accommodation provided in 
Great Britain between 1945 and the date 
when the late Government ceased to hold 
dice was nearly 1,500,000 homes, providing 
acommodation for about five million 
people. A great deal had been done to- 
yatds the solution of the housing problem. 
When the present Government took office, 
the housing cupboard was by no means 
bare. They inherited a going and flourishing 
concern. Almost every house completed in 
the present year would have been begun 
under the Labour administration, and almost 
wery house which would be completed in 
1953 and 1954 would be on a site where 
preparatory work had started under a 
labour adminstration. These were very 
different from the circumstances in which 
the Labour Government had to begin its 
operations in 1945. 


The Government had certainly set about 
their’ task with energy. The present 
Minister had sent out to local authorities 
tine circulars, two memoranda and had 
ptoduced the Towns Development Bill. If 
the output of houses was to be as good as 
the output of circulars, we should do very 
well indeed. (Opposition laughter.) 

He regretted what amounted to a lowering 
of the standards in the proposed reduction in 
the size of houses. He realized it was an 
attempt to lower the cost of housing, and 
80 long as this was not a permanent position, 
he felt that it was legitimate. He asked for 
a assurance that the lower standard of 
housing would be such that, when times 
Improved, these houses could be improved. 

There was no minimum cost provided for 
Piivate enterprise houses, and he asked for 
al assurance that the standards would be 
‘xamined. There should be some minimum 
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standard. Houses alone were not sufficient 
—they must be homes. 

His criticism of the increase in the ratio 
of houses for sale was that it would lead 
to what was known as “ queue jumping.” 

Provision of houses in the existing condi- 
tions should be based on need. The power 
of the purse should not decide whether one 
individual on the housing list or another 
would get a house. 

LorD AMULREE asked for more houses for 
elderly and infirm persons. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK was in favour 
of the private speculator in housing, within 
limits. : 

He was struck by the large number of 
houses taken over for offices. The demand 
of offices for new accommodation was be- 
coming dangerous. A larger number of 
houses should be provided for old people. 
In that way larger houses, now occupied by 
two old people whose children had gone 
away, could be set free for large families. 
Good property was deteriorating into slums 
and one of the causes was the operation of 
the Rent Control Acts. In many cases the 
rent was not sufficient for repairs. 

Lorp Woo.Lton, Lord President of the 
Council, said that since the war only 33,500 
unfit houses had been pulled down. Houses 
must be built before houses were destroyed 
in which people were living, however much 
they regretted that people should live under 
these conditions. 

He did not find it easy to arrive at the 
number of houses required to provide a 
home for every family. The problem was 
so great that it called for the united effort 
of every political party, and all the people 
directly or indirectly engaged in the building 
industry. All ranks of the building trade 
had it within their power to hasten the day 
when every family in the country could have 
a home of its own. No one need look 
around the corner and wonder if there was 
unemployment there. They might look 
around the corner and they would find 
thousands of people waiting for the homes 
that only the building trade could provide. 

The whole Cabinet was determined with- 
in the limits of its capacity and second only 
to the call for defence, to do everything to 
encourage ,. local authorities and the in- 
dustry in their efforts to meet the housing 
needs of the country. The Government 








PRICE BUILD-UP 
TODAY 


By CAIN (V. C. Abell) 


includes Tables for converting 

Labour Constants to Cash 

Equivalents and Revised Wage 
Rates to September, 1951 


PRICE 7/6 (post, 7/10) 





Book Department, THE BUILDER LTD., 
The Builder House, 4, Catherine St,, Aldwych, W.C.2 


Temple Bar 6251 (6 lines) 







































































































349 


recognized that the greatest need was for 
housing to let. It was a good thing to en- 
courage people, if they had the means, to 
own their own houses, and it could be done 
without causing any hardship to others. 

They did not wish to reduce the standards 
of building, but local authorities might re- 
duce the standards of amenities. He hoped 
in doing that they would make provision 
so that the amenities could be added in 
better times. The demand for a reasonable 
house was too great for any private builder 
to be tempted into the error of building 
exceedingly small houses. He would be 
glad to see an increasingly large number of 
dwellings built for elderly people. 

There were eight new towns under con- 
struction around London. Houses com- 
pleted in them up to January 31 numbered 
2,763—-24,351 were under construction. The 
Government would like to see what measure 
of success came from this idea before they 


embarked on the extensive enterprise in- 
volved in any extension of it. There were 
proposals for more new towns. Manchester 


Corporation had proposed one at Congle- 
ton and the Lancashire Development Plan 
included one at Skelmersdale. 

Some doubts existed whether the Govern- 
ment were wise in saying that they would 
endeavour to build 300,000 houses in a year. 
They had embarked on a bold adventure. 
It might. be that circumstances which they 
did not control would prevent them from 
reaching it, but as a Government they 
dared do no less than aim at the highest 
target within the possibility of accomplish- 
ment and they would strive without ceasing 
to that end. 

LorD MILNER confessed that he had yet 
to hear of any substantial proposal by the 
Government which would result in the pro- 
duction of more houses. The only way to 
increase the labour force was to offer greater 
incentives, and local authorities must be 
allowed to pay higher prices than was now 
the case. 

LorD LLEWELLIN said that any builder 
who built houses that conformed to local 
government building bye-laws should be 
allowed to build four houses a year without 
a licence. Repairs should be freed from 
licences. These measures would relieve the 
licensing authorities of some of the demands 
upon them. He would like to see more 
houses built in terraces. 


LorD MESTON said the Government were 
taking a somewhat modified attitude towards 
private enterprise, and a considerable num- 
ber of people in the building trade were 
rather pained at the disappointing attitude 
the Government was taking. 


““CUT OUT WASTE ” 


SPEAKING at the annual general meeting of 
the Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at Birmingham on Wednesday, 
Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, National President, 
said: “ Whilst supplies of materials are less 
difficult now than during some periods of 
last year and whilst the Government and 
the manufacturers are doing all they can 
to increase production, we are, I am afraid, 
bound to encounter difficulties when the 
good building weather comes. This is a 
matter on which we who are actually at 
work on the sites can help, ‘and I appeal 
for that help. There is an old saying ‘ waste 
not, want not.’ Let us all, contractors and 
operatives, pledge ourselves to cut out waste. 
to make the best use of every bit of material. 
and so, by reducing costs, help to keep our-~ 
selves in business.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Felt Roofing Contractors 


The council of the Federation of Associa- 
tions of Specialists and Sub-Contractors 
has stated that the Felt Roofing Contractors’ 
Advisory Board has taken up associate 
membership of the Federation. 


School of Architecture, Auckland 


Details on courses available and illustra- 
tions of work done during 1951 are con- 
tained in the 1952 Prospectus for the School 
of Architecture, Auckland University Col- 
lege, which has been issued by the University 
of New Zealand. 


Annual Holiday Agreement 


The Birmingham Local Joint Committee 
for the Building Industry has decided that 
the annual holiday, under the holidays with 
pay scheme, is determinable by agreement 
between individual employers and _ their 
operatives. 


Mr. Churchill’s Gift 


The Prime Minister has arranged that the 
royalties due to him on the sale of the record 
of his broadcast on the occasion of the 
death of King George VI shall be devoted 
to the Church Army’s scheme for the hous- 
ing of elderly people. 


New Profit-Sharing Scheme 


One of the leading firms engaged in the 
distribution side of the building industry in 
South Wales, H. R. Paul and Sons, Ltd., 
has introduced a profit-sharing scheme 
whereby an agreed percentage of the com- 
pany’s profits, as certified by the auditors, 
will be distributed each year among the 
employees. 


The Building Surveyors’ Institute 


The inaugural meeting of the Building 
Surveyors’ Institute is to be held tomorrow, 
March 1, at 2 p.m. at the Sheffield College 
of Commerce and Technology, Department 
of Building, Salmon Pastures, Sheffield 4. 
The meeting will be opened by Mr. W. Alex- 
ander, A.R.I.B.A., M.R.San.1., head of the 
Department of Building at the college. 


Town Planning Year Book 


The 1951-52 Year Book of the Town 
Planning Institute, 18, Ashley-place, S.W.1, 
has been published, price 4s. It contains 
the names of officers, council and com- 
mittees, the programme of sessional meet- 
ings, and a section devoted to education and 
examinations together with a full list of 
members. 


Polish Technical Publications 


The series “* Polish Technical Extracts ” is 
henceforth to be issued quarterly, in English 
and Russian, by the Central Institute of 
Technical and Scientific Documentation, 
Warsaw. The purpose of the series, No. 2 
of which has recently been issued, is to re- 
view the recent Polish technical publications. 


Hospitals and Planning Act 


The Ministry of Health have announced 
that the procedure laid down in Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning Circular 
No. 100 (dated December 7, 1950) on 
development by Government: Departments 
under the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, will now apply to development by 
Regional’ Hospital Boards and Boards of 
Governors. 
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Smoke Abatement Society’s Conference 


The Des Voeux Memorial lecture by Dr. 
J. Bronowski, on “ Power and Waste in their 
Social Setting,” is given in a publication by 
the National Smoke Abatement Society on 
the Proceedings of the Blackpool Confer- 
ence, 1951. The volume also contains the 
Presidential Address, and other papers that 
made up the remaining sessions of the confer- 
ence. Copies may be obtained from 
Chandos House, Buckingham Gate, S.W.1I, 
price 7s. 6d. ' 


Tax Removal Urged 


A list of articles which, it is considered, 
should be freed from purchase tax, has been 
compiled by the Distributors of Builders’ 
Supplies Joint Council and submitted for 
the consideration of H.M. Customs and 
Excise. The articles listed are gas pokers, 
flexible metallic tubes for gas rings, etc., 
draining boards, hat, coat and wardrobe 
hooks, coal bunkers, ashpans, etc., water 
softeners, draught excluders and mouldings, 
and bathroom cabinets. 


Foremen and Clerks of Works’ Council 


At the first annual meeting of the Southern 
Counties Council of Builders’ Foremen and 
Clerks of Works, held in London recently, 
Mr. F. Wright, of the Southampton and 
District Association, was elected president in 
succession to Mr. G. W. Smith, of the Kent 
Association, the retiring president. The new 
vice-president is Mr. A. E. Mowbray, of the 
Sussex Association. Mr. A. Beard remains 
the hon. treasurer and Mr. A. Williams re- 
places Mr. Avery as hon. secretary. In his 
last address as president, Mr. Smith said 
much good work had been done in the 15 
months of the Council’s existence and he 
— that a good foundation had been 
aid. 
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Holborn Borough Appointment 

Mr. E. L. Ansell, A.R.I.B.A.. Region 
Technical Adviser, London Civil Defeng 
Region, Home Office, has been appointe 
Technical Assistant, Civil Defence, in th, 
Holborn Borough Architect’s Department y 
a commencing salary of £900 per annum, 


Quantity Surveyors’ Examinations 


The examinations of the Institute of Quay 
tity Surveyors, 98, Gloucester-place, Wy 
will be held from March 3 to March 7, jp, 





clusive, at seven centres in Great Britain 
and in Southern Rhodesia, Northe 
Rhodesia, Persia and South Africa. 


Event Postponed 


We have been informed that the da 
which had been arranged by the Faculty o 
Architects and Surveyors and the Facy} 
of Surveyors of England to be held at Pete 
Jones’ Restaurant on March 4 has had ty 
be postponed for the time being. 


Examination Results 


At the Preliminary Examination of the 
Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate Agent’ 
Institute, held on January 21, 22, and 23 las, 





there were 119 candidates. of whom 10! 
passed, or 84.87 per cent. The candida 
first in order of merit was Mr. William John 
Trevor Dawson, of Rossendale, Lancs. 


Building Society’s Accounts for 1951 


The Abbey National’ Building Society, 
Abbey House, Baker-street, N.W.1, has issued 
its accounts for 1951. These show that 
total assets increased by £14,471,000 to 
£136,630,000, and during 1951 over 
£29,000,000 was advanced on mortgage. The 
society's liquid assets increased by £535,00 
during the year to £17,247,000. 


Building Teachers’ Conference 

A discussion on “Teaching Technique” 
will take place at the morning session of the 
Building Teachers’ Conference which will be 
held on March 8 at the Polytechnic, Regent: 
street, W.1. The afternoon session will be 
devoted to a discussion on “The Use of 
Visual Aids in the Teaching of Building 
Subjects.” 


Camping Site Appeal Rejected 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has rejected an appeal by Mr. 
W. E. Butlin against the refusal of Spilsby 
R.D.C. to grant planning permission for the 
use, as a camping site, of land situated at the 
Golden Sands Estate, Ingoldmells, Lincs 
except in the case of one field, which was 
used for camping from 1935 until 1945. 


B.E.M. for Building Firm Employee 


The Minister of Housing and Loal 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, pr 
sented the British Empire Medal to Mr. J. 
Norman, housing superintendent of a com 
pany which is carrying out building oper 
tions in Crawley and Stevenage new towns. 
at a ceremony held in Mr. Macmillan’s room 
in the Ministry on February 20. 


Yorkshire Moors National Park 


The chairman of the National Parks 
Commission, Sir Patrick Duff, has signed the 
North York Moors National Park (Desig 
tion) Order. This is the sixth national pati 
to be designated. The order will be sub 
mitted to the Minister of Housing and Loal 
Government for confirmation. The ale 
comprises about 600 square miles, all in th 
North Riding of Yorkshire. 
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Appeal Upheld by Minister 

Mr. F. J. King has successfully appealed 
to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government against the refusal of the 
Hendon Council to allow him to carry out 
an extension of his timber yard on a site 
in Highfield-road, Golders Green, with a 
return frontage to Golders Green-road. In 
allowing the appeal, the Minister stipulates 
that the site is to be used solely for storage 
purposes. 


Tenants Unable to Pay Rents 


Rents of Corporation houses are rapidly 
reaching saturation point, and at Bootle it 
is reported that applicants for Corporation 
houses are refusing tenancies owing to the 
high rents brought about by the increased 
building. costs. At a recent meeting of the 
council it was stated that the first four out 
of eight people offered houses by the hous- 
ing committee refused the tenancies because 
of the high rents. 


Welding Institute Awards Medal 


The council of the Institute of Welding has 
conferred the Sir William J. Larke Medal, 
the highest award of the Institute, upon Mr. 
W. S. Atkins, B.Sc., M.I.C.E., M.Inst.W., for 
his paper “Continuous Welded Structures 
—Abbey Works, Port Talbot.” Papers 
highly commended by the examiners: were 
those of Mr. J. Latimer on “ Automatic 
Welding” and Mr. A. R. Moss on “The 
Welding of Cast Iron.” 


BUILDING AND THE ECONOMIC 
ISSUES 


“Management Must Raise its Efficiency” 


ME. D. E. WoopsinE ParisH, President 

of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, addressing members of the South- 
Western Area at Kingston-on-Thames at a 
lunch on Wednesday, said that, with the 
development of rearmament and the export 
drive, coupled with the Government’s policy 
of extending housing, the pattern of the build- 
ing industry during the coming months would 
inevitably change. The manpower shortage, 
together with the scarcity of certain basic 
building materials, excluded the possibility 
of any big or early extension in the amount 
of non-priority work. In addition, the con- 
siderable increases in building and mainte- 
nance costs since the beginning of last year, 
imposed further restrictions which might well 
cause a contraction in the volume of work 
available to some firms. 

During these critical times there must be 
a general recognition of the wider economic 
issues confronting the country. Manage- 
ment in all sections of the industry must 
make the necessary readjustments to ensure 
that the industry was maintained at the high- 
est pitch of efficiency. - 

“This is not a simple or agreeable matter,” 
said Mr. Woodbine ‘Parish, “ but every firm 
can make a substantial contribution to the 
solution of the problem if it gives critical 
attention to the urgent matter of increasing 
productivity. Every device must be used, 
and in particular improved management tech- 
niques and rationalised methods of organisa- 
tion and supervision must be developed and 
adopted. 

“By these means the costs of building and 
maintenante which by now have reached 
uneconomic levels can and must be abated 
if the industry, and the community which it 
Serves, are to look forward to the future 
with any degree of assurance and confidence.” 
. Mr. R. C. Jago, chairman of the Area, 
presided. 


THE BUILDER 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


A. E. Valentine (Builders), Ltd. (502719). Regd. 
Dec. 27, 27, Chancery-la., W.C.2. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dir.: C. W. Baker, 20, Court-la., Dulwich 
Village, S.E.25. 

James Bell and Partners (Builders), Ltd. 
(502733). Regd. Dec. 27. Nom. cap.: £500. Sub.: 


H. ©. Hampson-Holmes, 32, Spencer-cres., 


ster, Essex. 

Palfrey and Webb, Ltd. (502777). Regd. Dec. 28, 
20a, Whapload-rd., Lowestoft, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. Palfrey, 50, 

(502899). Regd. 


Pier-ave., Southwold, Suffolk 

T. Southern (Builders), Ltd. 

Dec. 29, 336, Oldham- rd., Middleton, blidr. and 
Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir. : Southern. 

Williams and Peters (Contractors), Ltd. (502902). 


contractor. 
Regd. Dec. 29, 56, High-st., Croydon, Surrey, bldrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,500. Dir.: H. J. 


Upmin- 


Williams, 8, Harewood-gdns., Sanderstead, Surrey. 
Jabez A. Roberts, Ltd. (502860). Regd. Dec. 29, 
11, Stanhope Gate, Park-la., W.1, bldrs., etc. Nom. 


eap.: £100. Dir.: J. A. Roberts, 8, Langhorne:rd., 
Dagenham, Essex. 

R. Appleton and Sons (Builders), Ltd. (502887). 
Regd. Dec. 29, Dene-rd., Andover, Hants. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: R. C. Appleton, 15, Winchester- 


rd., Andover. 
?. Mottram & Sons, Ltd. (502945). Regd. 


Dec. 31, bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dir.: H. E, Mottram, Woodville, Little 
Common-la., Eccleshill, Sheffield 


ae and Collison, Ltd. (502955). . Regd. Dec. Bo 

Wootton-rd., Kings Lynn, Norfolk, bidrs., 
Nase, cap.: £500. Dir. : . Anderson. 
Peter Conlon, Ltd. (502935). 


Dec. 31, 580, 
Stretford-rd., Old Trafford, sanetoaten 16, bidr. 


and contractor. Nom. cap.: £210,000 Dir.: P. 
— 84, Seymour-gr., Old Trafford, Manches- 
ter, 

Ralph Titheridge, Ltd. (502936). Regd. Dec. 31, 


Shore-la., Bishop’s Waltham, Southampton, bidrs. 


and contractors. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: L. 
Stubbington, Fair View, Winchester-rd., Bishop’s 
Waltham, Hants. 

H. T. Harding, Ltd. (503001). Regd. Jan. 2, 
Warnford-ct., Throgmorton st., E.C.2, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap. : £100, ¢ H.-. ’ Harding, 105, Mead- 
vale-rd., Ealing 


Joseph Castaow “itd. (503055) . 
9, Town-st., Leeds, 7, bidrs., contractors, etc. 


Regd. Jan. 3, 
Nom. 
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cap.: £500. Dir.: B. “er aia 1, Stainbeck-gdns., 
Qhapel Allerton, Le eds, 


F. Hodgson and Son, ‘Lia. (503045). Regd. Jan. 3 
> Orcnard-st., Chelmsford, bldrs., contractors, 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: F. Hodgson, 12, 
Shilton -cl., Saalietia. Chelmsford. 
G. L. Savage, Ltd. (503047). Regd. Jan. 3, 929, 
Hucknall- ~ Rei aay bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5, G. L. Savage, 929, Hucknall-rd., 


> ATE ag 
Thompson Saunders and Co., Ltd. (503079). Regd. 
Jan. 3, 47, Tavistock-rd. Stratford, E.15, bdidrs. 
Nom. cap.: £600. Dir.: J. W. Thompson. 
Barker and Robinson, Ltd. (503025). Regd. Jan. 
3, The Croft, Butcher-la., Rothwelt, gs bldrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: W. 


Robinson. 
and S. (Builders), Ltd. (503092). Regd. Jan. 4, 
shorley- rd., Swinton, Lancs. Nom. 


C. 
Albert Mill, 
cap.: £3,000. Dir.: W. ’ Barker, 48, Barlow Moor- 
Regd. Jan. 4, 84, 


rd., Didsbury, Manchester, 20. 
Cox and Travis, Ltd. (503095). 
Birmingham-rd., Oldbury, Worcs., bldrs. and decora- 
tors. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: J. C. Cox. 
“A. Parkin and Sons, Ltd. (503133). Regd. Jan. 5, 
Eden-hse., Eden-rd., Chaddesden, Derby, bidr. and 


civil engr. Nom. cap. : £8,000. Dir.: A. Parkin, 
30, St. John’s-av., Chaddesden. 
Baker and Lockyer, Ltd. (503135). Regd. Jan. 5, 


Court View, 57, Moon-rd., Boscombe East, Bourne- 
Baker. ; 
W. J. Spiller, Ltd. (503212). Regd. Jan. 7, River- 
’ —— Dorset, bidg. contractors, 
ete. Nom. cap.: 5 
Triscombe, Richmond- ~ Sherborne. 
Regd. Jan. 
8, 7, Roseheath-ave., Leicester, civil engr. and 
bidg. contractor. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

Harry Robshaw and Sons, Ltd. Regd. 
Jan. 10, Glebe-st., ——_: bldrs., contractors, 
croft, Lumley-st., Hightown, Castleford. 

H. R. Manley, Ltd. (503290). Regd. Jan. 10, 
etc. Nom. : £1,000. Dir.: H,. R. Manley, 
Elmtree, pen Ashburton, Devon 
11, Warnford-court, Throgmorton-st., E.C.2, bldrs., 
bidg. contractors, etc. Yom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
Middlesex” 

William A. Schrier, Ltd. (503339). Regd. Jan. 

and con- 
tractors. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: 
42. Mount-ave., Wostciiff-on-Sea. 
Regd. Jan. 12, 9%, 
High-st., Ilfracombe, blidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dir. : 


mouth, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir.: Sophie 
side Wor { 
Dir.: W. J. Spiller, 
T. Woods (Leicester), Ltd. (503225). 
Dir. : 
oods. 
(503285) . 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000 Robshaw, Rye- 
3, High-st., ao. bldrs., contractors, 
Hubbard and Hugall, Ltd. (503319). Regd. Jan. 
R. W. Hubbard, 32, “‘Cheltenham- -pl., Kenton, 
t£.--7, a ag Leigh-on-Sea, _— 
A. Schrier, 
F. A. Ellis, Ltd. (503359). 
F. A. Ellis, 5, Brookdale-ave., 
Ilfracombe. 


Taylor and Venables (Builders), Ltd. (503399). 
Regd. Jan. 14, 81, Albany-dr., Herne Bay. Nom. 


cap.: £500. Dir.: C. F. Taylor. 
W. T. Glass and Son, Ltd. (503400). Regd. 
Jan. 14, 13, gst mapa Bedford, bidrs., etc. Nom. 


cap.: £5,000. : G. W. Glass, Church-la., Oak- 
ley, Beds. 

Brumby Building Co., Jtd. (503430). Regd. 
Jan. 16, 44, West Common-la., Scunthorpe, Lincs. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: * Vessey. 


Harry Kenyon Builders and ( Ltd. 
(503505). Reg. Jan. 17, Dandy-walk, Blackburn. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: H. Kenyon, 16, Pleck- 
gate-rd., Blackburn. 

Ronnolds and Gibson, Ltd. (503523). Regd. 
Jan. 17, Hindmarshsq., Heber-st., Newcastle-on- 
yne 1, bldrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: £2, 


Dir.: D. Graham, 45, Buston-ter., Jesmond, New: 

castle-on-Tyne. 
Francis Stephens (Construction) Co., Ltd. 
Nom. cap.: 


503550). Regd. Jan. 18, bidrs., etc. 
E. F. Stephens, 60, Dickerage-rd., 


Read (Watford, a, (503561). -Regd. Jan. 18, 

Clarendon-rd., Watford, Herts, bldrs. and con 

LR ot ete. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: L. Read, 
97, Ridge- la., Watford, Herts. 

E. Powelt & Sons, Lid.- (503588). Regd. Jan. 19, 
Lismore-chbrs., 7, Lismore-rd., urne, bidre., 
decorators, painters, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: 

Powell, Channel_ View-rd., Eastbourne. 

Pew Coltman, Ltd. (503619). Regd. Jan. 21, 

St. Nicholas-st., Leicester, bidr. and contractor. 
Nom: cap. : £5,000. Dir.: G. Coltman,. 4, Fern 
Bank, St. Saviour’s+rd., Leicester. 

H. Simpkins & Sons, Ltd. (503620). Regd. Jan. 
21, 47, Belmont-st., Worcester, bldr. and decorator. 
Nom. cap. : £2,000. Dir.: H. Simpkins. 

J. Dennis (Builders), Ltd. (503621). Regd. Jan. 
21. 58, Victoria-st., St. Albans, Herts. Nom. cap.: 
£7,000. Dir.: J. ’P. Dennis, Westwick, Home- 
wood-rd., St. Albans, Herts. 


£1,000. Dir. 
oad Surrey. 


7M. Construction (Buildings), Ltd. (503640) . 
Regd. Jan. 21, Wolv 2a rd. East, Wolver- 
hampton, Nom. cap.: £1,500. Dir.: R. C. Holland. 


E. E. Barden, Lid. 503647). Regd. Jan. 22, 
Lewiston, Brookhill-rd., pthorne, Sussex, mare, 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: E. 
Barden. 

Clapham Builders, Ltd. (503671). Regd. Jan. 22, 
63a, Bramfield-rd., Clapham Junction, 8.W.11. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: L. M. _— 2, Wexford-rd., 
Wandsworth Common, S§.W.11 


Webb, Foster & Brearley, Ltd. (503740). Regd. 
Jan. 24, 31-33, Priory Park-rd., ane an wee 
anes 


bldrs. snd contractors, etc. Nom. 
J. W. P. Webb, 79, St. Johns Estate. §.E.1. 
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PLUMBING APPRENTICES 
Day Release Classes 


AT THE MEETING of the Plumbing Trades 
National Apprenticeship Council held on 
December 18 last, the Secretary reported on 
the reference made to the National Joint 
Industrial Council for the Plumbing Trade 
on the question of continuance of Day 
Release Classes for apprentices beyond the 
age of 18 years. While the text of the 
recommendation had not yet been received in 
writing, Mr. Blackman reported that agree- 
ment had been reached in accordance with 
the discussions which had taken place at the 
N.J.LC. on October 18 last, the effect of 
which was that local apprenticeship councils 
’ should have complete autonomy regarding 
the suitability of apprentices to continue 
attendance at day release classes beyond 
the age of 18 years. 

During the discussion it was pointed out 
that the decision was subject to ratification 
by the N.J.I.C., but while both constituent 
parties of the N.J.I.C. approved in principle, 
it was agreed that subject to an agreed form 
of words the recommendation be accepted 
and the indentures amended accordingly. 

It was agreed, “‘ That a sub-committee be 
set up to make recommendations regarding 
a suitable amendment to the indenture, and 
to draw up ‘ Notes of Guidance’ for Local 
and Area Councils regarding the operation 
of the new amendment.” 


A BUILDING FORUM 
Everyday Problems Discussed 


NEARLY 700 PEOPLE attended the Forum 
organised by C. Brewer and Sons, Ltd., of 
Eastbourne, which took place at Croydon 
on February 19. The Forum had been 
arranged so that architects, surveyors and 
members of the building and decorating 
trade could have the opportunity to meet 
and discuss, with directors and chief technical 
experts of leading manufacturers, the day- 
to-day problems that arose out of the use 
of wallpaper, paint, wallboard, spray plants, 
brushes, wood preservatives and damp- 
proofers. 

The panel consisted of Mr. W. H. Chad- 
wick (Chadwick and Shapcett, Ltd.), Dr. 
N. E. Hickin (Rentokil, Ltd.), Mr. J. P. 
Hacking (The Wall Paper Manufacturers, 
Ltd.), Mr. James Lawrance (past-president 
of the Institute of British Decorators and 
Dixon’s Paints, Ltd.), Mr. C. E. Rowe (Walter 
Carson and Sons, Ltd.), Mr. G. A. Clark 
(Gliksten Building Materials), Mr. L. Gaiger 
(The Aerograph Co., Ltd.), and Mr. A. G. 
Elliott (Joseph Freeman, Sons and Co., Ltd.). 
The question master was Mr. R. Mathieson 
(C. Brewer and Sons, Ltd.). 

A number of interesting questions were 
asked in the course of the meeting, covering 
all subjects within the sphere of.the Forum, 
and a further opportunity was afforded the 
guests, after the formal meeting had ended, 
of asking the panel questions over some 
light refreshment. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Price Control on Scrap Lead Removed 


The Minister of Supply (Mr. Duncan 
Sandys) has made an Order removing price 
control from re-melted and scrap lead. 
Supplies of these materials have recently 
increased and are now sufficient to meet all 
demands from consuming industries. The 
Order—the Non-Ferrous Metals Prices (No. 9 
Order) (Amendment) Order, 1952—Statutory 
Instrument 1952 No. 333, came into effect 
on February 23. 


THE BUILDER 


TRADE NEWS 


New Premises for Warerite Office 


Warerite, Ltd. Ware, Hertfordshire, 
announce that their northern sales office has 
now moved to The Royal Exchange, Man- 
chester, 2. Telephone no.: Blackfriars 5174-7. 


Flooring at Middle Temple Hall 


A folder on the restoration of the Middle 
Temple Hall has been published by J. A. 
Hewetson and Co., Ltd., Dansom-lane, Hull, 
who were responsible for the renewal and 
repair of flooring within the building. 


New Plaster Products 


Two new products, Paramount wood grain 
finish plaster wallboard and Paramount 
moulded cove, have been introduced by the 
British Plaster Board, Ltd., Morris House, 
Jermyn-street, S.W.1. 


Emulsion Wall Paint 

Pastello, a vinyl emulsion wall paint, has 
been produced by Federated Paints, Ltd., 
Glasgow, for use in cinemas and theatres 
and other public places because of its lack 
of odour whilst drying and its capacity to 
dry quickly. 
Van Riebeeck Fair, South Africa 

Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., St. Helens, Lan- 
cashire, will be taking part in the Van 
Riebeeck Festival Fair which is being held at 
Capetown from March 14 to April 15. Their 
stand has been designed round a 20-ft. work- 
ing model of the twin grinding and polishing 
manufacturing unit which was displayed at 
the South Bank during the Festival of 
Britain. 


Electric-driven Compressors 

A new series, type AR-R, of semi-portable 
electric-driven compressor units in varying 
sizes from 300 to 750 cu. ft. per minute 
capacity has been developed by Atlas Diesel 
Co., Ltd., Beresford-avenue, Wembley, 
Middlesex. These units consist of station- 
ary water-cooled compressors mounted on 
steel underframes. 











Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
‘Steel Scaffolding ? 





SCAFFOLDING 


For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











February 29 1952 


Mobile Office Units 

Stephenson Developments (Huddersfield), 
Ltd., Grosvenor Works, Ninthwaite, Hudders- 
field, have issued an illustrated catalogue 
describing the “ Sitemaster” mobile offices 
and dormitory units. 


Heavy Earth-Moving Tractor 

Jack Olding and Co., Ltd., Hatfield, Herts, 
have issued an illustrated brochure on the 
Vickers V.R. 180 tractor, which was intro- 
duced to this country in 1950. It is 
powered by a Rolls-Royce oil engine and 
manufactured by Vickers-Armstrong. 


Record of Festival of Britain 

A photographic record of the contributions. 
made to the Festival of Britain has been 
produced by Dunlop and Associated Com- 
panies, Hastings House, 10, Norfolk-street, 
W.C.2, in a commemorative volume which 
has been recently issued. The loose-leaf 
volume of illustrations shows the scope and 
extent of Dunlop contracts and exhibits in 
the field of building and architecture. 
Flushing Trough System 

The two main features of the Fordham 
Flushing Trough system are the method of 
joining each section and the location of the 
outlet, which enables a B.S. flushpipe with 
a 44-in. off-set at the top to be used. Ford- 
ham Pressings, Ltd., Melbourne Works, 
Dudley-road, Wolverhampton, have designed 
the system so that any number of cisterns 
from 3 to 30 units can be combined in one 
long trough. These fittings are used in 
schools, factories and exhibitions. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. HARRY CarTER, head of a Nuneaton firm of 
painters and decorators, was installed as Midland Region 
president of the National Federation of Master Painters 
and Decorators at the region’s annual meeting in 
Nuneaton on February 19. 


On February 22, Mr. Harry Gray, chief supervisor 
of the glass and glazing. division of Aygee, Ltd., retired 
after 39 years’ service. A cheque was handed to him, 
representing contributions by every member of the staff, 
and on behalf of the directors he was presented with a 
gold watch, suitably inscribed, together with an annuity. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberticen.—T.C. Housing Com. have approved 
lay-out plans for 104 houses at Cornhill; 24 houses 
at Garthdee; 10 at Smithfield; and 3% maisonettes 
at Great Northern-rd. and Manor-dr. 

Aberdeen.—Complete lay-out plan for new housing 
estate at Mastrick, comprising 3,050 houses, has 
been approved by T.C. Housing Committee. 

Aberdeen.—Corporation has scheme in hand for 
60 houses in three-storied flats at Northfield nenetag 
site and 426 flats in flats up to eight stories a 
Back Hilton-rd., West Burn-dr. and Ashgrove-rd 
The architect is Alexander Gardiner (F.), Municipal 
Offices, Bridgest., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen.—Education Com. to consider plans for 

roposed erection of jun. sec. sah, at Northfiel 

using estate to cost £383,800 (estimated). 

Argyll.—North Argyll Eventide Home Com. pro- 

se to carry out structural alterations at Craigievar 

tivate Hotel, Oban, for use as oki people’s home. 


Edinburgh.—T.C. propose reconstruction of gable 
Oo aaa lans by City Architect, City- 
cnobrs. 


Falkirk.—The Carmuirs Iron Co., J.td., from plans 
by their engineers, are to carry out a £6,000 exten- 
sion to their works. a 

Inverness-shire.—The North of Scotland Electricity 
Board have plang in hand for a new scheme, est. 
to cost £32,000, which is to be carried out at the 
Daliburgh district of South Uist. : 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
17 houses which the corporation of. Rutherglen ia té 
erect at the Stonelaw Farm site, Burnside. The 
architect is John C. Russell (F ), Municipal-chbis., 
Main-st., Rutherglen. ; z ‘ 

Midlothian.—C.C. propose erection of Combined 
Purposes Clinic at High-st.. Bonnyrigg. 

Paistey.—Corporation propose 12 three- and 12 
four-apartment houses at Hunterhil] No. 4. develop- 
ment gite. ; 

St. Abbs.—Harbour Trust have aperoxed plans 
for underpinning of quay-wall at the New Pier, 
resurfacing of same with reinforced concrete siab, 
and other ancillary works. ; BM. 

West Lothian.—C.C. propose alterations ai Comm 
don, Linlithgow, to form residentia] home for 
persons, 
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February 29 1952 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


Yor some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at, the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MARCH 4. 
*tDudley C.B.—46 houses at Kates Hill. 
Priory Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 7. 
*+Worcestershire C.C.—First 


Boro’ A., 


instalment of a 


College of Further Education, Kidderminster. F. 


Gibberd (F.), 8, Percy-st., 
Tenders by March 29. 


MARCH 10. 


*Cheshunt U.D.C.—Demolition of buildings at 
_ Approach, Waltham Cross. E. & S. Dep. 


London, W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


Middlesbrough T.C.—94 houses in three groups By 
Berwick Hills. B.E. Municipal-bidgs. Dep. £2 

*tNewcastle Regional Hospital Board. ay tects 
sation of two pavilions at Walkergate Hospital. 
E. B. Jenkins, Dunira, Osborne-rd., Newcastle- upon- 
Tyne, 2. 

A gy B.C.—Ten bungalows at Lydford- 
id. B.BE. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Wimbledon B.C.— Repair of war damage and 
dilapidations to Gardener’s nursery buildings and 
paorins = in ground, Cannizaro, West Side. 

. & 8. Dep. 


MARCH 12. 


*tEnfield U.D.C.—Nine flats. 3 or“ and 


2shops at Hertford-rd. site. Frank Lee, E. 
7, Li “ia Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
April 3 

MARCH 13, 


tNewcastle-on-Tyne 1T.C.—182 houses in four 
groups at Slatyford-la. City A.. 18, Cloth Mar het 

*Reigate B.C. —63 eigeg in four groups, Rushetts 
& S. Dep. £2 2s. (each group). 


MARCH 14, 
*Cardiff T.C.—Office building. etc., Crematorium, 
Thornhill. City S. Dep. £2 


*tPetersfield R.D.C.—20 il at Merchistoun 
estate, Horndean, and 4 peers and 4 flats, 
Lower Common, Liss. G. H. Walker, Clerk. Dep. 
£2 2s. (each). 


*West Riding Standing Joint Com.—Renovations 
to Sole Headquarters, Wakefield. County 
A., Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 


MARCH 15. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith.—62 dwellings at three sites. 
. & 8., 27, Market-st. 

*tDurham C.C.—Hutting works at 18 schools. 
G. R. Clayton (F.), County A., Durham. 
Lyme Regis T.C.—12 houses at Kingsway. 
Roberts and Brown, architects, 
Exeter. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Weston-super-Mare B.C.—14 lock-up garages at 
Bournville housing estate. J. R. Freer-Hewish, 
BE. &S. Dep. £2 , 


Lucas, 
Bamfield Hill, 


MARCH 17. 
Dunmow R.D.C.—Ten —— at Abbey View, 
Duton Hill site. E. R. B on architect, 43, 
Bedford-row, W.C.1. Dep. £3 3 
Richmond R. D.c.—Fight Rot at Tunstall and 
four at Ravensworth. . B. alge gg architect, 
3. Skinnergate, Darlington. Dep. £2 2s. 
‘Walthamstow B.6.—Conversion of Oaklands, 
West-ave., E.17, into 6 flats. Boro’? A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wetherby R.D.C.—67 houses at Hallfield estate. 
Needham, Thorp and } Ay ag architects, 6, High 
Petergate, York. Dep. £2 


MARCH 19. 


\ R.D.C.—Eight dwellings t Milton. 
A x Teasdale, Council Offices, 8, Horse air. Dep. 


Delipienans B.C.—Two houses at Durban-rd. J. 
Dove, B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 

2 “Chester R.D.C.—11 houses at Dodleston. T. C. R. 
laton, architect,-16, White Friars. Dep. £3 3s 
he; aa he at Persehouse-st. and Holtshill- 

B. , Council-hse. Dep. £2 2s. 
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MARCH 20. 

*Leeds T.C.—Conversion of 26 Morris-la. into flat 
and maisonette. R. A. H. Livett (A.), City A., 
Priestley-hse, Quarry Hill, 9. Dep. £1. 

MARCH 21. 

*Barnes B.C.—Three houses at Avenue- gdns. , East 
Sheen, 8.W.14. W. R. Shepherd, B.E. & 

*Barnes B.C.—Repairs to garden hh we wall 
at Essex Court, Station-rd., S.W.13. WwW. RB. 
Shepherd, B.E. & S. 

*Bexley B.C.—15 dwellings at Upton Close estate. 
B.E. & 8S. Dep. £5 5s. 

Paisley T.C.—2 houses at Hunterhill No. 4, De- 
velopment. B.E., 14, Gilmour-st. 

MARCH 22. 

*Boltington U.D.€.—14 houses at Henshall-rd. W. 
Dobson Chapman & Partners, architects, Jordan- 
gate, Macclesfield. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tCamberwell B.C.—Extension to crematorium at 
Honor Oak. S. J. Harvey, T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 24. 

*Cuckfield R.D.C.—20 dwellings at Three Bridges. 
A. Hutchings, E. & S. Dep. £2 2. 

Normanton U.D.C.—90 houses. W. Martin Jack- 
son, architect, The Mount, Snydale-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 25. 

Falmouth T.C.—12 houses and four maisonettes at 
Dracaena-ave. B.S., Municpal-bidgs. Dep. £3,3= 

MARCH 31. 

“Brighouse B.C.—34 houses at Field-la. site, 
Rastrick. H. A. Sneezum, B.E. & S., Commercial- 
st. 

NO DATE. 

*Basingstoke B.C.-—20 dwellings at South Ham 
housing site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Croydon C.B.—15 flats at corner of Warren-rd. 
and Lower Addiscombe-rd. B.E. Dep. £3 3. 


*Tunbridge Wells B.C.—18 dwellings at Sherwood 
estate. H. P. Bishop, B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 3. 


‘tHunts and Northants T.A.—External decora- 
tions and sundry repairs at drill halls _in Peter- 
borough, Oundle, Wellingborough and Kettering. 
Sir John Brown, A. E. Henson & Partners, archi- 
tects, 30, Billing-rd., Northampton. 


MARCH 8. 


Thurrock U.D.C.—External painting houses. 


C. S. H. Hawkes, E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 


MARCH 10. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
Mexborough U.D.C.—T.C. (Materials.) 

MARCH 12. 

Manchester T.C.—City S. (Materials.) 








S you've decided on 
SLIDING DOORS 


OW about the door gear? There’s 

a set for every need in the KING range 
—and every set has ‘plus’ features proved 
in thousands of installations—basic 
advantages in design, material, work- 
manship and finish that mean smooth 
running and long life. So when you 
specify door gear, specify and insist upon 
KING gear and make a tip-top job of it. 


KING 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Write for illustrated booklets to 
GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, 
HITCHIN, HERTS, AND AT STEVENAGE 
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Redcar B.C.—B.E. ( Materials.) 

Southport C.B.—Installation of electric lighting 
and heating, also various materials for 39 houses, 
ai Heathfield-rd. estate. Boro’ A. and Town Plan- 
ning Officer, Pavilion-bldgs., Lord-st. 

MARCH 13. 

‘Croydon C€.B.—Reinstatement of 
gates at requisitioned houses. 
Manager, 71, Park-la. Dep. £1 1s 

MARCH 14. 

*Chester C.C.—Internal fittings at 
schs. E. Mainwaring Parkes (F.), 
Chester. Dep. £1 1s. (each). , 

Coseley U.D.C.—Clerk of the Council. (Materials.) 

*Dunstable B.C.—Redecoration and repair of 164 
houses at Chiltern-rd. estate and West-st. Housing 
Estates Manager. Dep. £1 ls. 

MARCH 15. 

Alfreton U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 

Bangor T.C.—City S. (Materials.) 

*+Durham C.C.—Two tennis courts at Stanley 
Gram. sch. G. R. ager (F.), County A., Durham. 

Halesowen B.C.—E. 8S. (Materials.) 

Leominster sae eee: (Materials.) 


MARCH 17. 
Harpenden U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) - 
*Slough B.C.—Installation of grates and renewal 
of back boilers to 200 houses at Baylis-court, Bel- 
grave-rd. and Upton Lea. B.E. 
MARCH 24. 


“Scunthorpe B.C.—External painting of 498 houses. 
Housing Estate Agent, Lincoln-gdns. Dep. £1 1s. 


_fences and 
Acting Housing 


various prim. 
County 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND.~-: 
WATER WORKS 
APRIL 8. 
Ongar R.D.C.—230 yds. of r.c. carriageway, etc.., 


Shelley housing estate. E. & S., Bowes Fie‘d, 
High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 10. 
Hemet Hempstead B.C.—Roads and sewers at 


Abeyfield scheme 2. B.E., Market-sq. 
MARCH 14, 
Cardiff T.C.—Advance preparation of housing 
sites. City S., City Hall, Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 15. 
t+Maidstone R.D.C.—Roads a _sewers, 
Farm, Yalding. E. & S.Dep. £2 2 
MARCH 17. 


Guildford B.C.—Construction of roads and sewers 
at Bushy Hill extension, Merrow. B.E. & &., 
Municipal Offices, High-street. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 22. 


Stretford B.C.—Sewerage and roadworks, 
ford-rd., Old Trafford. Mr. A. H. 
Dep. £2. 


Lyng’s 


Stret- 
Perry, E. & §. 


MARCH 26. 


Bromsgrove U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Char- 
ford housing estate. E. & S., Council-hse. - 


MARCH 29. 


East Kesteven R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works at Heckington and Great ag ileock 
& Simpson, 10, Park-row, Leeds, 1. ; <e. 


GENERAL BUILDING moat 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—FLats.—B.C. Housing Committee have 
approved revised plans for & flats at Rollost. 
scheme (fifth block, Battersea Park-id. area). Plans 
by way & Jackman, F/F.R.1.B.A., 1, Verulam- 
bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 


Battersen.—Fiats.—Provisional plans for erection 
of 10storey block of 190 flats at Anerley-st. site 
have been approved by B.C. Housing Committee. 
Plans by Architect’s Section, Boro’ Engineer and 
Surveyor’s Dept. 


Dagenham.—Extensions.—R. J. Page, architect, 
47, North Hill, Colchester, has prepared plans for 
proposed extensions to York House Training Home. 


Ealing.—Hovses anp Fiats.—B.C. propose erection 
of 154 houses and flats at Northolt Park scheme. 
Plans by Boro’ Engineez and Surveyor’s Dept. 

Hammersmith.—F Lats — MAISONETTES.—Wood- 
vuffe, Buchanan & Coulter, F/F.R.1.B.A , 5, Bedford- 
row, W.C.1, have been asked by B.C. Housing Com- 
mittee to submit revised preliminary sketch plans 
for two maisonettes and four flats at 79-83, Lime- 
gr. and three flats at 89-91, Lime-gr. 


Hammersmith.—F.ats.—B.C. Housing Committee 
have approved, in principle, ah TA ¥a sketch 
plans by Poulton & Freeman, F/F.R.1.B.A., 15, 
Robert Adam-st., W.1, for proposed redevelopment 
of sites at Macfarlane-rd., comprising 12 flats. 


Hammersmith.—FiLats.— Preliminary get > 5 yw 
by Royce, Butterfield & Roberts, 

Avery-row, New Bond:st., W.1. for eee eight 
flats at Coningham- rd. and Cathnor- td., have re- 
— B.C. Housing Committee approval, in prin- 
ciple. 
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Hammersmith.—Fats.—Approval, in principle, 
has been granted by B.C. Housing Committee to 
preliminary sketch plans by Maxwell Gray, M.B.E., 
A.R.I.B.A., for proposed 12 flats at Westwick-gdns. 

Hammersmith.—Fiats.—Dugdale & Whitaker, 
A/A.R.I.B.A., 5, Bedford-row, W.C.1, have received 
B.C. Housing Committee’s approval, in principle, to 
preliminary sketch plans for proposed five flats at 
Percy-rd., W.12. 

Hammersmith.—Resui_pinc.—Plans by Sir Guy 
Dawber, Wilson & Fox, F/F.R.1.B.A., 122, Wigmore- 
st., W.1, for proposed rebuilding of Metrodist Church 
at Askew-rd., W.12. 

_Hammersmith.—F ats.—Plans by Hammett & 
Norton, A/A.R.I.B.A., 29, Sackville-st.. W.1, for 
erection of three flats at St. Peter’s-rd., W.6, have 
received planning approval. 

Hammersmith. — Factory AnD  ExTENsIon. —G. 
Langley-Taylor & Pariners, 1, Hare-court, Temple, 
E.C.4, have received planning approval for plans 
of proposed extension at Adamite Factory, 
Whartf-rd., W.12, and erection gf boundary walls. 

Hammersmith.—F1ats.—Orchard, Worrow & 
Hardy, F/AA.R.I.B.A., 20, Lowndes-st., S.W.1, have 
prepared plans for erection of block of five flats 
at 19, Benbow-rd., W.6. 


Iistington.—ALTeRATIONS.—Islington Boy Scouts’ 
Association propose alterations at Caledonian 
Church,. 321, Holloway-rd., N.7, to form District 


H.Q. Plans by Cecil C. Handisyde, 68, Gt. Russell- 
st., W.C.1. 

Lambeth.—F.aits.—Plans by Booth & Ledeboer, 
F/AA.R.I.B.A., 14, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2, for 
proposed six flats at Solon’ New-rd. extension, have 
received B.C. Housing Committee’s approval. 

Lambeth.—Devetopment Scueme.—B.C. Housing 
Committee have appointed Gollins, Melvin & Part- 
ners, A/F/A.R.I.B.A.,, 21, Russell-sq., W.C.1, archi- 
tects for development of site at St. Louis-rd.. West 
Norwood. 

Lambeth.—AppoInTMENT.—Gollins, Melvin & Part- 
ners, A/F/A.R.1.B.A., 21, Russell-sqg.. W.C.1, have 
been appointed architects for development of sites 
at Rattray-rd. by B.C. Housing Committee. 

Lambeth.—DeveLopMENT ScnemE.—Davis, Belfield 
& Everest have been appointed quantity surveyors 

y ’. Housing Committee for development of 
sites at Kay-rd., Prideaux-rd., Edithnast. and 
Rattray-rd. 

Lewisham.—Dwe..incs.—B.C. propose e¢rection of 
18 flats at 25-45, Ladywell Park. Plans by W. H. 
Curtis, A.R.I.B.A., BM/ELCC, London, W.C.1. 

Lewisham.—Hovses AND Fiats.—B.C. propose fur- 
ther development of Eliot-pl. housing site by erection 
of 14 houges and 140 flats. Plans by Boro’ Engineer 
and Surveyor’s Dept. 

Shoreditch.—Dwe.iincs.—B.C. Housing Committee 
have approved plans for remaining two blocks of 
flats at Colville estate, providing for 10 shops, 26 
flats and 10 maisonettes. Plans by Architect’s 
Section, Boro’ Engineer and Surveyor’s Dept. 

Shoreditch.—FLats.—B.C. Housing Committee have 
approved revised layout for Wenlock Barn estate 
providing for 24 flats. Plans by Boro’ Engineer 
and Surveyor’s. Dept. 

Stoke Newington.—Lisrary.—Gold & Aldridge, 
architects, 42, Church-st., Baldock. have prepared 
plans for library at Woodberry Down. 

Stoke Newington.—F:ats.—B.C. Housing Com- 
mittee have received L.C.C. approval for proposed 


54 flats on site of Nos. 108-122, Manor-rd. Plans by 

Howes & Jackman, F./F.R.I.B 1, Verulam: 

bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 
Walthamstow.—Dwe.iincs.—B.C. to build. five 


dwellings at 43-51, Roland-rd. Plans by Architect’s 
Section, Boro’ Engineer and Surveyor’s Dept. 

Walthamstow.—F ats.—B.C. propose erection of 
10 flats at Chingford-rd. Plans by Architect’s 
Section, Boro’ Engineer and Surveyor’s Dept. 

Wandsworth.—Hovusinc Scueme.—H. Baily, Sut- 
cliffe & Associates, architects, 3la, John Adam-t.. 
W.C.2, have prepared plans for 115 dwellings, 68, 
= and day nursery at Clapham-cres. housing 
scheme 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bath.—A. J. Taylor & Partners,. 4-5, Bridge-st., 
have woapeene plans for first phase of halls of «esi- 
dence scheme at Training College, Newton Park. 

Bathavon.—W. A. Williams, 5, Wood-st.. Bath, 
bas prepared plans for 100 houses at Red Post, 
Peasedowne, for R.D.C. 

Bhyth.—Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger-hse., 
Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are architects for 
proposed new bakery at Blyth. 

Boiton.—B.C, approved erection of two houses and 
1% bungalows at Parkfield-rd. and Arlington-st. 

Bolton.—B.C. approved plans for adaptation of 
premises for sch. premises at 9, Greanbank-rd. for 
Trustees/Governors of St. Joseph gram. sch.; addi- 
tieus and alterations at Newham-st.. for Astley 
Bridge Motor Engineering Co.; and extensions and 
alterations to commercial garage at Stanley-rd., 
Yor G. A. Vernon. 

Bridgnorth.—R.D.C. to prepare plans for housing 
scheme at Highley No. 2 site for 100/130 houses.— 
T.C. recommended to approve plans for conversion 
of Palace Ballroom as offices and stores for F..W. 
Woolworth & Co., Ltd. 

Brierley Hill.—B.C. to build 66 bungalows and 
hostel for aged at Swan-la. estate. 
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Coal ° 


‘* THE BUILDER” PRICES 
IRON AND STEEL 


Following are some examples of price changes 
arising out of the decision of the Minister of Supply, 
announced by him in the House of Commons on 
February 25, to authorise an average increase of £4 
a ton in the controlled maximum prices of iron and 
steel, because of the rise in costs in the industry. 
The changes took effect from February 27. 

Typical examples of the price changes are:— 
Basic pig iron. present basis price, £11 15s. 6d., 
revised basis price, £12 10s.; soft basic billets, 
£21 Ils. 6d., £25 4s. 6d.; sheet and tinplate bars, 
£21 16s., £25 3s. 6d.; heavy sections, £23 15s. 6d., 
£27 17s.; plates (N.E. Coast, etc.), £25 6s. 6d., 
£29 14s.; light sections, £27 Is., £31 5s. 6d.; bright 
steel bars, £37 6s. 9d., £42 7s. 3d. 

CHAIN LINK FENCING. 

In consequence of the Iron and Steel Prices Order, 
1952, which came into operation on February 27, 
the current chain link fencing premiums have been 
increased by 11} points with effect from February 27. 











Brighton.—B.C. propose flats at Lewes-rd., to cost 
£106,000; Sylvan Hall estate, £46,000; and Holling- 
dean estate, £73,000. 

Bucklow.—R.D.C. to erect 25 houses at Moss-la. 
= Worthington-ave., and 48 at Hall-la., Parting- 
on. 

Bury.—T.C. to invite tenders for adaptation of 
Brandlesholme House. as a residential hostel for 
aged. 

Cardiff.—The name of the architect in our last 
issue for the proposed technical college at Llandaff 
was given in error. Plans have been prepared in 
the City Surveyor’s department, and the quantity 
surveyor was L. C. Patterson, A.R.ILCS., 11, 
Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 

Cardiff.—City E., City Hall, has prepared plans 
for; four-storey municipal offices at Bridge-st. 

Carlisle—Cumberland and Westmorland T.A. pro- 
pose alterations to Swifts Row T.A. Centre, at est. 
cost of £93,640.—T.C. propose 22 houses at Hillcrest- 
ave.; to appoint quantity surveyor for three-storey 
flats, houses for aged, and shops at Belah, Upper- 
by and Harraby estates. 

Chapel.—R.D.C. to build 20 houses at Upper End- 
rd., Peak Dale, and 19 at Dove Holes. 

Cheimsford.—R.D.C. to bnild 42 houses at South 
Hanningfield. 

Cheiltenham.—L. W. Barnard & Partners, archi- 
tects to Management Com., 13, Imperial-sq., have 
prepared plans for extensions and alterations to 
block at St. Paul’s Hospital Swindon-rd. 

Cheshire.—E.C. approved 1952-3. schools pro- 
gramme :—Dukinfield cty. sec. gram.; Little Sutton 
cty. séc. mod.; Sale Springfield cty. prim. scb.; 
Altrincham Timperley Broomwood cty. jun. sch.; 
Upton-by-Chester cty. sec. sch.; Weaverham cty. 
sec. sch.; and Bebington R.C. sec. sch. Cty. A. is 
F. M. Parkes. 

Chesterton.—H. Jackson, architect to R.D.C., 93, 
Hartington-gr., Cambridge, has prepared plans for 
63 dwellings on four sites. ; 

Cockermouth.—U.D.C. propose erection of com- 
munity centre. 

Coine.—T.C. seek loan of £21,000 for erection of 
21 flats. 
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Colwyn Bay.—B.C. to erect 105 houses at Glyn 
estate.—Wigan T.C. to adapt Rockwood, Tan-y- 
Bryn-rd., as residential home for aged. 


Coventry.—The Midland Theatre Co. to adapt the 
Food Office, Warwick-row, as theatre.—E.C. to scek 
loan of £36,100 for infant welfare centre and school 
medical clinic; £10,000 for two dining-rooms «id 
servery at Holbrooks sch.—T.C. seek Joan of £500.000 
for bus garage at Sandy-la. 

Cumberland.—C.C. to purchase site at Halfway 
House, Penrith, for erection of a sec. sch. 

Cumberiand.—C.C. is planning a practica! instinc- 
tion centre at Cockermouth, at £12,600. Cty. A. is 
J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle.. 

Cumberland.—Cty. A., Portland-sq., Carlisie, has 
prepared plans for additions to Newton Rigg Farm 
sch. (revised scheme), at est. cost of £24,000 for 
Cumberland and Westmorland Joint Agvicultura} 
Com. 

Derwent.—R.D.C. 


architects, 9, Minster-yard, 


York, have prepared plans for 50 houses at Barlby, 
orks. ; 
Dougtas.—B.C. approved sketch plans for 160 


houses on third scheme at Willasion estate. 

Eastbourne.--B.C. propose 78 houses at Luagney 
Village. 

Ecctes.—B.C. to adapt Granville House, Hiles- 
mere Park, as hostel for aged. : 

Esher.—U:D.C. S.. Council Offices, Esher, Surrey, 
has prepared plans for 64 dwellings at Wins‘on-dr. 
estate, Stoke d’Abernon. 

Essex.—Cty. A.. County Hal), Chelmsford, has 
prepared plans for voluntary prim. sch. at Epping 
Green, and jun. and. inf. sch. at Debden estate, 
Loughton. 

Fyide.—R.D.C. to erect eight houses at Newton. 

Gateshead.—H. J. Cook, chief A., Municipal- 
bldgs., has prepared plans for police houses. for 
TC. 


Hyde.—B.C. to erect 50 houses at Cheetham Fold 
estate, and eight houses at Harbour Farm estate; 
and to.prepare plans for 16 bungalows at Mansfield- 

darrow.—Additions are to be made at Prudhoe 
and Monkton Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. Hospital 

rd., ‘ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Board’s Chief A., P. H. Knighton. Tenders are 
being obtained. 


Keighley.—W.R.C.C. to erect five-storey tectinical . 


college at Cavendish-st. Plans by Cty. A.. H 
Bennett. 

Ketton.—W. J. Hemmings, A., Broad-st., Stam- 
3 aoe has prepared plans for 10 houses, for 
B.D.C. 


Lanes.—-C.C. seek loans of £42,310 and £43,44 for 
hostels for aged at Leigh and Golborne. 

Leamington Spa.—B.C. negotiating with Sayce 
Bros., Ltd., Tatchbrook-st., for erection of 14 houses 
at Lillington estate. 

Leeds.—T.C. tg build 220 houses at Mooiside 
estate; seek loan of £8,360 for adaptation of former 
Saville Restaurant, Quarry Hill, as day nursery; 
and seek loan of £60,150 for ambulance station at 
Saxton-la. 


Leicester.—New. canteen proposed at General 
Hospital. 
Liverpoot.—H. Hinchcliffe Davis, A.R.1.B.A., 18, 


rrington-st., Liverpool, 2, has prepared plans for 
cine new Gorn’ Exchange Building, to cost 
over £100,000. 

Manchester.—Drury & Gomersall. architects, 15, 
Oxford-ra., Manchester, have prepared plans for 
factory at Wythenshawe estate, for Tie Weaving 
Industries, Ltd., Blackburn. 

Market Bosworth.—R.D.C. A. has, prepared plans 
for 50 houses. 

Middieton.—Licensing Justices approved plans for 
alterations to Woodman Inn, Church Inn, and 
Gardners’ Arms, for Crown Brewing Co., Ltd.. Bury. 


Middiewich.—U.D.C. to build 16 houses at Chad- 
wick Fields estate. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. received loan sanction 
for £115,888 for 85 houses, Slatyford-la.; £21,725 for 
14 shops and 18 garages at Blakelaw; and £11,860 
for purchase of 108 acres at East Denton Farm. 
G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle, City A. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A., 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastie-on-Tyne, has prepared plans for nine 
old people’s houses, Slatyford-la.. No contracts let. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Licensing Magistrates have 
approved scheme for a_public-house in Stamford 
ham-rd., for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd. Architects, 
P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pearl-bldgs., North- 
umberland-st., Newcastle. 

Newport Pagneli.—The Abington Brewers Co. pro- 
pose adaptation of The Lodge, Gayhurst, a> public- 
house. ye 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hospital Brd. to pre 
pare revised plans for new outpatients’ dept. at 
Genera) Hospital. Architect is W. F. Howard, 110, 
Old Bronipton-rd., S.W.7.—T.C. to erect bungalows 
or flats for aged at King Edward-rd. North. 

Northants.—E.C. propose adaptation of hostel at 
— for classroom accommodation, £10,000 
(est.). 
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North Shields.—Bergen Steamship Co. to build 
ssenger terminal at North Shields quay to_in- 
clude. waiting-rooms and refreshment bar. Est. 
cost is 
Northumbertand.—C.C. to build a cty. prim, sch. 
tor 560 children at Stobhill Gate, Morpeth. Cty. A., 
¢.€. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
SR csngham. —New building for resident medical 
officers proposed at Nottingham Hospital for 
Women - Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. 
egnem. —F. <A. Broadhead and 
PARI.B.A., 2, Castle-pl., Nottingham, 
ee fen for Housewives’ Church, 
Martha, at Broxtowe. 


tahoe, —T.C. propose 300 houses at Bram- 


Royle, 
have pre- 
dedicated to 


gte-la. estate. 

Ormskirk.—T.C. seek approval for 24 houses at 
Richmond-ave. site. 

poote.—Hants and Dorset Motor Services, Ltd., 
Bath-rd., Bournemouth, propose erection of bus 
sation at High-st. and Kingsland-cres. 
Preston.—T.C. received starting date, May 1, for 
eection of branch library at Ribbleton, £8.700 
(est.). 

Preston.—B.C. to build 90 houses at Larches 
estate, Ashton. 


Richmond.—R.D.C. to build 70 houses. Plans by 
§, F. Blenkinsopp, Council Offices, Richmond. 





Rochdale. —B.C. seek loan of £13,217 for purchase 
ad adaptation of Beaumonds as home for aged. 
$t, Ives. —R.D.C. A., St. Ives, Hunts, has prepared 
pans for 18 houses and six bungalows at Warboys. 
$alford.—T.C. to prepare plans for adaptation of 
waconformist chapel at Northern Cemetery. as 
qrematorium. 

Sarawak.—New Cathedral Committee of the 
Diocese of Barnes propose new Cathedral at 
Kuching. Architect is Capt. C. W. Garton, of Nel- 
wn, Garton & Co., 25, Fenwick-st., Liverpool. 
Shefheld.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved alterations 
0 pathological laboratory at Chesterfield Royal 
Hospital; premature babiés unit at Nightingale 
Maternity Home, Derby; new maternity unit at 
Rutland Memovial, Leicester; reinstatement of 
female reception and west wards at Rauceby, Lin- 
wl; phase IL resurfacing.of roofs at King’s Mill, 
Vansfield; 20-bed dormitory hut at Harlow Wood, 
Nottingham ; and alterations to form X-ray dept. 
at Winter-st., Sheffield. 


Shefheld. —City A., Town Hall, has prepared plans 
for development of estaté at Hackenthorpe, com- 
pising 416 houses. 
South Shields.—Nurses’ training centre is planned 
a South Shields General Hospital by Newcastle 
Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘“‘ Dunira,’ Osborne-rd.. New 
castle-on-Tyne: 
South Shields.—Children’s ward and physiotherapy 
pt. to be erected at South Shields General 
Hospital for Newcastle Hospital Brd., ‘‘ Dunira,’ 
ymne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Tenders may be 
ibtained shortly. 
Southwell.—_R.D.C. -seek loan of £40,000 for 10 
fuses and 24 flats . Dale-la. site, Blidworth. 
Spalding. —R.D.C. 10, The Crescent; has pre- 
pred plans for 42 Door and 22 bungalows. 
Spennymoor.—G. Gray, Camdenst., North Shields, 
las prepared plans for 50 houses for U.D.C. 
Stanley.—U.D.C. has received sanction to build 50 
hoses at South Stanley. Plans by 8., J. R. Heslop. 
Stockport —B.C. propose 10 shops off Brinnington- 
i. Architects are W. Dobson, Chapman & Part- 
ters, Macclesfield. 
























Stockton-on-Tees.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd. 
on Brewery, West Hartlepool, are. planning 
lensed premises to be known as the “ Rimswell 
Hotel” in Bishopton-rd., Stockton-on-Tees. 

—R.D.C. approved erection of three-storey 
hats at Blythe Bridge estate. 
Sunderiand.—J. W. Taylor & Sons, St. James- 
Wigs, Gallowgate, Newcastle-on-Tyne, ave archi- 













tects for proposed R.C. church and presbytery on 
lartingdon estate.—H. C. Bishop, Boro’ A.. Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland, has prepared re- 
vised plans for a ‘community centre and sports 
wwilion, Fordfield-rd.—Alterations proposed to 
lore, High- st. West, for Blackett & Son, Ltd. 
farchitects, Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays Bank- 
rS., Paweett-st., Sunderland).—S. W. Milburn & 
ets, 9, Esp! anade, Sunderland, are architects 
for proposed hostel at Esplanade. 
and.-Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd.. 
Dura, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne to erect 
tay dept. at Havelock Hospital, sy gs 
Tigh ots are in hand. Board’s Chief A., P. 

























































denon Tyne-—Cty. A., County 
as prepared plans for 

Wt North Riding C.-C. , 
Washington (Durham).—Office extensions are pro- 
wed at Usworth Hall, for Durham Coal Brd. 
iitehaven. —Cumberland E.C. propose additions, 
uditig art and science room, at Richmond sec. 
A, £1000 (est). 

iWidees —H, Neville Player. A., Brendan-hse., 

brepared plans for 54 houses at Crow Wood. 


Hall, 
children’s 


North- 
home, 















—G. D. Wiles, A., Grove Park, 


pared lan for i has pre- 


finst phase of girls’ gram. sch. 





THE BUILDER 





TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

* Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 


ments. 

Aberdeenshire.—Alterations and additions to 
Woodlands House, for a new Home at Cults. 
Charles C. Wright (F.), architect, Albyn-pl., Great 
Western-rd., Aberdeen. Building and various 
works, *Alexander Hall & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
Northfield, Aberdeen. Reinforced concrete and 
allied works, *James Scott & Sons (Aberdeen), 
Ltd., Aberdeen. 

Bermondsey.—18 flats at Purbrook estate. for 
B.C.: *Direct labour, £37,655. 


Bingley.—20 houses at Cottingley housing estate, 


for B.C.: tJ. Whittingham & Son, Ltd,, £23,020. 


Bingley.—12 houses and eight flats at Cottingley 

housing estate, for B.C.: TF. W. Heaton (Builders), 

Ltd., £21,114. 
Blaydon.—Erection of 


on. ) emergency ward at Nor- 
mans Riding Hospital, 


for Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. 
Hospital Brd.,. ‘“‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle : 
*Shield Bros., Swalwell, Co. Durham, £17,076. 

Bradford.—Erection of Reevy Hill inf. sch., for 
E.C.: *Frank Robinson & Sons, Pa Jesse-st., 
Fairweather Green, Bradford, £37, restoration 
of CarTton-st. sch.: *Jonathan ‘eau & Son, 
eee bury, £24,521; two classroom units at five 
schs.: *Frank Robinson & Sons, Ltd., £25,343; two 
classroom units at three schs.: *Wright, North & 
Sons, 267, Leeds-rd., Idle, £19,761; and ‘two class- 
room units at two schools: *H. Booth & Sons Ltd., 
Akam-rd., Bradford, £8,210. 


Caernarvonshire.—Adaptations to mansion and 
coach block at Glynllifon, for C.C.: *Roberts & 
Rowlands, Ltd., 14a, Pool Side, Caernarvon, £28,000. 

Chester.—51 houses at —— for T.C.: *Thomas 
Warrington & Sons, Ltd., ,197. 

Chingford.—Erection of ae flats, 





Sinclair-rd., 


for Bt. *Hale Construction Co., Ltd., Tottenham 
Hale, N.17, £12,790 
Consett.—30 thhouses at Moorside, for U.D.C.: 


*Direct Labour. 


Coventry.—Erection of main teaching and house 
blocks at Caludon a sec. sch.: *Thomas Bates 
& Son, Ltd., £215,1 

Porsedosevig estan ‘for R.D.C. :—Eight at 
Buckby: *Tandy & Richmond, 
£11,316; four, Welton: 
ton, £5,404; 
( Daventry ), 
and six, 
£8,904. 
Derby.—(a) 100 Wates houses; (b) 100 
houses at Mackworth estate, for B.C.: 
Calverley & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., 
£183,467; (b): *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
£128,811. 
Durham.—Erection of 


Long 
Northampton, 
*W. T. Clarke, Little Bring- 
six, Woodford Halse: *Haynes & Sons 
Ltd., London-rd., Daventry, £8,660; 
Yelvertoft: *Cockram & Griffin, Barby, 


No Fines 
(a) *G. 
Leicester 
London, 
domestic 


rural economy 
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centre at the Houghall Scheol of ~ ‘'ecmmea 
Glen, Ltd., Albert-rd., Jarrow, £15,7 


Fifeshire.—Erection of steelwork for the County 
Buildings at Cupar. Fife, for C.C. Gauldrie, 
Hendrie, Wright and Needham (F.), architects, 
26, Commere ial- st., Dundee, East. *Taysteel, Ltd. 
Dundee. 

Glasgow.—New warehouse for the Glasgew 
Tobacco Warehouse Co., Ltd., at James Watt-st., 
ig oe William McKay (F.), architect, 2, Bath 

Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. *Jackson, Brown 
ry Co., Giffnock, Glasgow, 8S. 

Glasgow.—School at the Crookston housing site 
for corporation. John MacNab (F.), architect, 129, 
Bath-st., in ae — W.C.2. -James G. 
Dewax, , Glasgow, £11,389 

aia inae: —80 houses | on Hartleyburn fie. 
for U.D.C. R. C. Bestow, S.: *William Leech, 

, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on- Tyne, £101,246. 

~ teneeedi--26 houses and four maisonettes at 
Gooden Farm estate: *Wm. Townson & Sons, Ltd., 
Bolton. 

Hyde.—12 houses at 
B.C.: *Wm. 
mills , Hyde. 


Kidderminster.—140 houses at Cairndhu estate 
*‘Shipway & Partners, Ltd., 1294, Bristol-rd. South, 
Birmingham. 

Kilmarnock.—Extension to the offices of the S.W. 
Scotland Electricity Board, Greenholm-st. Alexan- 
der Dinlop (L.). architect, 10, King-st., The Cross, 
Kilmarnock. *George Reid & Sons, Lid., Catrine. 

Kirkcudbright.—36 houses at _ the Dovecroft 
housing site, for corporation. G@. G. Davidson, 
architect, Kirkcudbright. *Wallace & Co., Ltd., 
and Climie & Co., Ltd., Kirkcudbright £59,363. 

Lambeth.— Erection of 11 dwellings at Portobello 
extension site, for B.C.: 


*D- 


Harbour Farm estate, for 
Norgrove & Sons, Ltd., Kirkby Saw- 


H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., SOS: £24,556 
Griggs & Son, Ltd., S.W.1. ... 24,556 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., S.W 24,497 
E. A. Roome & Co., Ltd., Wig 24,468 
S H. Gibson, Ltd., ’Croydon_ =: 24,326 
J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd., S.E.21 23,992 
y Garrett & Son, Lid., SW12 23,837 
Wates, Ltd., S.W.16 es sink ... 23,694 
W. Gaze & Sons, Lid., pages 
Thames : 943, 
Lanarkshire.— New ‘Carmyle Works ‘to be corected 


at Tollcross for The Armac Engineering Co., 
Whyte and Nicol (F.), architects, 31, 
Fiederick-st., George-sa., Glasgow. €.1. 
A. Dickson, Ltd., Pollockshaws, Glasgow, S.S. 
Lanarkshire.—Erection of the East Rogerston 
Reservoir scheme. Col. James Murray, M.Inst.C.E., 
county engineer County-chbrs., Beckford+st., Hamil- 
ton, and F. A. MacDonald and Partners, *consult- 
ing engineers, 11, 
Glasgow, Wc, 
Glasgow, £95,393. 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over placed by the Directorate of Con- 
tracts for the week ended February 23: 

Building work: W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex; J. Jarvis & Sons, ndon, 8.W.1. 
General maintenance work: Sheriield Bros., Farn- 
ham, Surrey; Beric, Ltd., Hurn sexe nr. Christ- 
church ; F, ‘Shepherd & Son, Ltd., T. Johnson 
(Cttrs.), Ltd., Birmingham ; Deawerth & Wakeford, 
Ltd., Daventry, Northants ; J. T. Tarran & Son, 
Ltd. Yarm, Yorks. Internal electrical wiring 
services: James Plucknett, Ltd., Edinburgh; 
Watson-Norie, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended February 16 :— 

Herts: M.N.1., Waltham Crean. erection of offices, 
Crook Bros., Watton- rd., Ware. Middlesex: T.R.S 
Ponders End, erection, Townsend and Collins, Ltd., 
Enfield. Oswaldtwistle : M/P., vine Mill siorakions. 


Woodside-cres., Charing Cross, 
‘Bryden Construction Co., Ltd 


renovations and painting, E. F. Davis, Ltd.. 
st., Farnworth. Staffs: E.V.W. Hostel, Wheaton, 
Aston, re- roofing hangars, Roofs Midlands, Ltd.. 


152, Westley-rd., Acocks Green, Birmingham. 


{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. during week ended February 16 


Sussew : Miscellaneous, Y. J. Lovell & Son, 
Horsham. Surrey: Hutting, Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 
Woolwich, 8.E.18. Midlothian: Miscellaneous, Wm. 


Scobie, Edinburgh; Building work, Arnott McLeod 


& Co., Ltd., Edinburgh 11. 

Bucks : Roadwork, Sydney Green & Sons (Con- 
tractors), Henley-on-Thames. Owon: Roadwork, 
pel Green & Sons (Contractors), . Henley-on- 

ames. 


Middlesbrough.—Children’s home at Beechwood, 
for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E.: *G. H. Rogers, 
Stockton-rd., Middlesbrough, £5,113. 


Middlesbrough.—68 houses at, oe Hills, for 
T.C. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E.: Athey, Wind- 
sor-rd., Middlesbrough (34): *Grewiwull & Sons, 


Albert-rd., Middlesbrough (34). 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne post office, sorting dept., at Orchard-st.: *R. 
Bowey & Son, Ltd., 190, Back Raby-st., Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Extensive alterations to 
Palace Theatre, May oe -on-Tyne, and two shops 
on ground floor. Architect is J.’ Walton Taylor, 


Gallowgate, Newcastle: *J. Cummings, Matamba- 
ter., Sunderland. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to Moorlands: 
*R. Bowey & Son, Ltd:, Back Raby-st., Newcastle, 


£14,000. 








A. M. Smith, §., Cliff House, Seaham: 


Seaham.—% houses on Westlea estate, for U.D.C. 
*W. Tomlin 


& Son, Ltd., South-cres., Seaham. 
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26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


Shefheld.—Houses for T.C.:—20 at Basegreen: 
H. R. oe (Contractors), Ltd., £25,469; 42, 
Birley : Memmory & Sons, Ltd., £51,491; four 
police aaien Beck Close: *Mr. F. Clifton, £6, 570. 

Stigo.—28 maisonettes and 69 houses at Cleverag 
estate for corporation. *Maloney and Taylor, Sligo, 
£140,954. 

Stockport.—25 flats in three-storey blocks at 
Brinnington estate, for B.C. Architect is G. Bulli- 
more, Stockport: Owen & Son, £40,411 ; 
42 houses at Canal ‘Bridge Farm estate: tH. S. 
Doran, Ltd. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection of Blurton Farm North 
cty. prim. sch., for E.C.: *L. Bates, Ltd., Bycars- 
rd., Burslem, £104,395. 

Sunderland.— Additions to the Central Fire Stn., 
Dun Cow-st., | T.C. H. C. Bishop, Boro’ A., 
Grange House. Stockton-rd., Sunderland : *Gordon 
Bell, Ltd., Viewforth-ter., Sunderland, £8,364 

Watsall.—33 houses at Little Bloxwich site, for 
B.C.: *United Construction (Walsall), Ltd., 5, 
Green-la. 

Wandsworth.—Erection of 296 maisonettes, 56 
houses, 18 aged persons’ dwellings, and six shops 
at Putney Vale housing site, for 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., 


Surrey 
William Moss & Sons, ‘Ltd., “Cricklewood, 


2 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. “Putney, $.W.1 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., *Peitham, 


Be. 
Belmont, 
35,500 


696,617 
000 
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CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save coal - save costs 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 706}. 








Boyle’s -zrvz.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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Middlesex e+. 680,60) 
F, Troy & Co., Ltd., Bermondsey, S-E.1 . srigy 
* J — Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Park. : 
Pn tha Bates ‘& Son, Ltd., Romford, 'E cna 
Harry Neal, Ltd., Baker-s W.1 von aw 


Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Itd., Victoria, S.W.1 646,464 


Bese gig Ltd., Streatham, 'S.W.l6e 618,915 
rection of 12 _ at B s onal 
cite Tooting, a ac s urmester-rd. 10using 
fpla & Bertram, Ltd., Balham, S.W.12... 

J. & E. Nicholls, Ltd., Peckham, §.E.1 i 
Hiunier & _— (Souter), Ltd., Batter. 

C. M. Gorringe, Ltd., Wimbledon, S8.W.19 | a 
ot: Meech (Builders), Ltd., Summersiown, am 


Same’ Bros.  (W : 
"Wimbledon, .. “¢ imbledon), Ltd. es 
Flowitt & Co, a Hiigh-si, — 
Construction of 
housing “ite, B roads 3 and sewers at Putney Vale 
lossop, Ltd., Hammersmith, W. 1 
aes Pe & Public Works, Ltd., Claphai- < _ 
UniverSal Welding & Const: - 
Borie ae ‘ rh onstruction Co., Ltd, es 
ae) & Tompkins, Ltd., “Sidcup, Kent 6s) 
: Edwards & Co. (Whyteleafe), Ltd. =” 
* gaa K 
Semege ‘Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith, 


Ltd., Croydon’ f i 


J. We Billings & Co., oR 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Victoria, S.W.1” cin 
J. Murphy & Sons, ‘Ltd., “Charteris- id., N.4 6117 
Percy Bflton, Ltd.. Park-st., W.L 6080 
Harry Neal, Ltd., Baker-st., W.1 " Ox 
John Sugrue & Sons, Ltd., Harrow Weald, 
q Middlesex 59,33 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd.,/ Wembley, Middx. 547 
Erection of six flats at Barmouth-rd. site, fo 
The ~ Bunting Construction Co.,  Ltd., 


Brixton, S.W.2. ... ae ae ro .- £1485) 


Harold & martian. Ltd., Balham, S.W.12... 144) 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd. | 

Wandsworth-rd., 8.W.8 Oe 
C. Miskin & Sons, itd. Holborn, W.C.1 ... 1395 
James Pavey, Ltd., Batham, 8.W.12 ... 13,5 


T. Ringham & Co., Ltd Wimbledon, 'S.W.19 
re & Denning, Ltd., Colliers Wood, 


Woodcock Bros. “(Wimbledon), Lid., Wimble- 


don, S.W.19 

J. F. & E. Nicholls, ‘Ltd., “Peckham, 
Flowitt & Co., Ltd., Merton High<t., 
*Westminster & Country — 


Wandsworth, S.W.18 


$.B.15 
S.W.19 
Ltd., 
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ERECTION 
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9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 


























GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : Works : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
E.C.l KENT 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Bextey Heath 5651-4 
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